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FV that illuſtrious. Band of men of learning 

and genius who, during the preſent cen- 
tury, have reflected ſo much glory. on Scotland, 
the. writings: of none have been more univerſally 
admired, or peruſed with greater delight, than 


thoſe of the Poet of the Seaſons. , In ſublimity 


and beauty of thoughts and images, harmony. of. 
verſiſication, and dignity of expreſſion, few. of 
our Engliſh poets approach near to the excel- 
lence of 'Thomſon. Hiſtorians, Metaphyſicians, 
and Critics, whatever be their merits in thoſe 
departments of literature which they have choſen, 
to cultivate, however ſuperior. their, character 


and purſuits; to thoſe of the triffing- rhymſter, 


mult yet content themſelves with an inferior tri- 


bute of praiſe to what we beſtow on the Poet, who- 


can. mark with accuracy the appearances of. 
a. 2. external 


— 0 
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external nature, and the operation of human 


paſſions; and, through the medium of lan- 
guage, can exhibit theſe in ſuch a manner, that 


his repreſentations charm and aſtoniſh, and en- 


gage our attention more than the o11ginals from 
which they are drawn. 


None of all the works of toe has een 


ſo generally read, or has paſſed through fo many 


editions, as his Poems on the Seaſons. In his 
dramatic works we ſometimes meet with tedious, 


moral declamation, where we could wiſh the ge- 
nuine effuſions of tender ſentiment to be poured 


forth, or the workings of the agitated paſſions to 


be faithfully exhibited. Others of his poems 


being written on ſubjects not intereſting to the- 


generality of readers, or ſubjects of ſo tranſitory 
a nature, that they could not be expected to at- 
tract attention but for a ſhort period, are now 
read and praiſed, only becauſe they are the pro- 
ductions of the author of the Seaſons. Indeed, 
When we compare his Seaſons with his other 
writings, we are ſurprized to obſerve, that he who 
could mark the appearances of external nature 
with ſuch faithful accuracy, and could exhibit 
them in his deſcriptions embelliſhed with new 


graces A 
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— has fo: often failed in his attempts to- 
delineate the operations of the human mind un- 


der the igflaence of accidents and circumſtances; 


Yet this criticiſm might be regarded as injudici- 


ous, were we to refuſe due praiſe to the Caſtle. 


of Indolence: which cannot be denied to. be 
one of the fineſt of thoſe allegorical. poems which 


have been compoſed by later poets in imitation of 
the ſtyle and manner of Spencer, and is therefore 
| ſubjoined to this edition of the Seaſons. 


No ſubject could be more happily choſen than 
has of the Seaſons ; for none can be more gene- 
rally intereſting. Several of the epic poets have. 
been-celebrated for making a judicious choice of 


a ſubject: others of them, again, have beer ridi- 


culed for.chufingto labour upon a theme, the na- 


ture of which could never recommend the effu- 


ſions of their genius to the. attention of thoſe to 
whom they wrote. But among the numerous 
tribe of writers, who have cultivated the various 


departments of poetical compoſition, it is ſcarce 


poſſible to point out any one who has been ſo 
ſucceſsful in chuſing his ſubject as Thomſon in 


his choice of the Seaſons. All who feel the 
inglemency of Winter, the returning genial 


3 warmth 
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warmth and verdure of Spring, who faint under 


the torrid heat of Summer, or delight to behold 


Autumn ripening the grains and fruits, will be 
naturally diſpoſed to peruſe a poem, the deſign 
of which is to exhibit, in deſcription, all the 
ſublime and beautiful appearances which the va- 
rying face of nature preſents, through the courſe 
of the Seaſons. 

A critic who, in a very elegant eſſay on the 
plan and character of Thomſon's Seaſons, has 
finely explained the unity of the plan, and point- 
ed out the various excellencies of the poem, 
feems to conſider it as the firſt poem of any con- 
ſiderable merit, the expreſs object of which is de- 
feription 3 and is therefore willing to celebrate 
its author as the inventor of an original ſpecies 
of poetical compoſition. Vet Denham's Cooper's 
Hill, and Pope's Windſor Boreſt, are deſcriptive 
poems of no inconſiderable merit; Indeed, to 
fele& a particular ſcene of external nature, to 
defcribe it in lively colours, and to interweave 


with the deſcription ſome pleaſing narratives, and: 


ſublime moral reflections, which have ſuch a re- 
lation to the ſcene in general, or to fome particu- 
Far paris in it, that the car can in paſs, by an 

eaſy: 


* 


PREFACE. vit- 
eafy tranſition, from the'one to the other: this, . 
indeed, though no mean effort of genius, is 
but a trifling labour, in compariſon with that 
which be performs who fucceeds in deſcribing 
all the magnificent ſcenery which nature diſ- 
plays through the round of the Seaſons. Still, 
however, both he who confines himſelf to the de- 
ſcription of a fingle ſcene in nature, and he who 
chuſes to rove through a more extenſive range, 
are deſcriptive poets : And, notwithſtanding the: 
partiality which we entertain for the merits of 
Thomſon, we muſt deny him the honour of be- 
ing the Inventor of deſcriptive poetry. But, tho” 
by coming after Denham and Pope he is de- 
prived of this honour, yet he has raiſed this ſpe- 
cies of poetry to a degree of dignity and eſtima- 


tion which in their hands it did not auain; and 


appears to have been preferred as a model, by our 
later, and more bumble deſcriptive poets. . 

As the nature of his ſubje& is more intereſt- 
ing, and his plan more grand and extenſive, than 
that of any former writer of deſcriptive poetry, 
ſo his execution is greatly ſuperior. He de- 
ſeribes every object which a:tracts his notice with 
the ſidehty of a natural hiſtorian ; though he, at 

| the 
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the ſame time, arrays them in all- the glowing, | 


colours of poetry. He has ſelected, as the ob- 


jects of his deſcriptipn, preciſely thoſe ſcenes, and. 


citcumſtances, and events, which mark, in the 
molt diftin& and. ſtriking manner, the effects. 
which the different ſeaſons produce on the face 
of nature. His tranſitions are. natural and eaſy : 
his little narratives are enchanting :. his moral 


and religious reflections, beautiful and ſublime ;. 


and both are introduced in the moſt proper places, 
and in the moſt artful manner. He is, by turns, 
beautiful, pathetic, and ſublime, but ever faithful 
to nature. View the ſcenes which Thomſon has 
deſcribed ; you behold the ſame objects and ſitu- 
ations which are celebrated in his deſcription, but 
they affect you not with the ſame delight which 
you feel when liſtening to him. By an happy 
art, unknown to all but the true poet, he . has 
been able to render nature more charming in his 


repreſentation than ſhe actually appears When 


we trace her features with our own eyes, and yet 
to exhibit a faithful likeneſs. Several of his de- 
| {criptions have been pointed out, as imitations of 
orreſponding paſſages in other poets, particularly 
in the Greek and Roman claſhes, But who is 
| altogether 
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PREFACE. ix 
altogether original? And yet we often accuſe 


writers unjuſtly, of having ſtolen, or imitated, 
from their predeceſſors. Nature is ſtill the ſame ; 


and whenever two different poets accurately mark, 


and faithfully delineate the fame circumſtances 


and objects, their deſeriptions will ſo nearly re- 
ſemble each other, that the latter of the two will 
not fail to be expoſed to the imputation of ha- 
ving ſervilely imitated the former. But the can- 


did and ſenſible critic will not haſtily throw out 


ſuch an imputation againſt any writer; knowing, 
that, while nature continues to obſerve ſuch re- 
gularity] and uniformity in her operations, and 


while the powers and ſentiments of the human 


mind remain the ſame, there muſt ſtill be a great 


ſimilarity between the refleQions, obſervations, 


and expreſſions of different individuals. 

Might wepreſumeto hintat a blemiſh in {6 excel-. 
lent a poem as the Seaſons, we would mention it as 
our opinion, that the language is ſometimes too 


ſwelling and ee even for the elevation of po- 


etry. 4 


Thomſon is the next poet, after Mfton and 
Philips, who has compoſed a work of any conſi- 
derable length, in blank verſe, Without a care- 

ful 


7 PREFACE. 


ful peruſal of his predeceſſors, he could not have 
become acquainted with the language of Engliſh 
poetry. It is well known with what labour 
Pope formed his ſtyle by the ſtudy of former po- 
ets, diſdaining not to ſearch even among. the 
meanelt of them, for happy phraſes and expreſ- 
ſions. Thomſon appears to have carefully ſtu- 


died Milton. But, if he has imitated him, it is 
in a manner very different from the imitation of 


Philips: Philips, with the profoundeſt deference 
for his maſter, has carefully copied into his ver- 
ſes all the odd ſounding words, and aukward, 
harſh phraſes, that ape, any where, to be met with, 
through Milton's wot: But Thomſon, care- 


fully avoiding theſe, has only imitated the me- 


lody and variety of his verſification, wich thedig- 
nity and ſplendour: of his language. The ſtyle 
of Thomſon has alſo been imitated by ſucceeding 
poets : but, as they have aſpired after new dignity 
and ſplendour of language, and have thus loaded 


their compoſitions. with tawdry and ſuperſtuous 


ornaments, we cannot ſay, that their imitations. 


have been happy. 


In the ſucceeding editions, the Seaſons were 


canſiderably altered from what they were at their 
| - x firſt 


PREFACE  : mi 


ficſt appearance. By way of Appendix to the 
preſent edition, thoſe lines and paſſages which 
have ſuffered any alteration are exhibited as they 


appeared in the 4to edition of 1730. Dr John- 


ſon has taken notice of the alterations as produ- 
cing no favourable effect on the general merits of 
the poem. We are got altogether of the ſame 


opinion. The curious reader will judge for him- 


ſelf. | | | 

We hope, that though theſe few obſervations 
prefixed contain nothing very original, on the ge- 
neral principles of compoſition, or the merits of 
the poem ; yet the candid reader, who takes the 
trouble of glancing them over, will not find rea- 
Jon to regard them as impertinent. 


4 


* 


—— 


.SPRING. 


P ² m ̃˙ lt. ? 
8 rr 7 0 
— 7 ” 


- "5 20 yy - 
o — — 1 - « -, ; axiom, - Y7 . 
— 2 * bl 2 — "x F — S 
— OI0e * —— — — * L — TOE: age 
— —. —— — — — 
— ER. v * 7 — « 2 RF . — ho. E. % 
8 — 25 e * —.— = SET 2 . p Py RO Ponta revs — +- 1 
. a . Cal i WT In r — n L 
; b 
o 
- 
* 
, 
. 
% 
. 
» 
— - » 
= 
f 
4 
0 
F * 
* 
* * 
4 # 
— > 
nt 5 
* * b 
* ; * 
* * 
« g 2 
— 
* 4 . { 
- * "44 5 - 
"4 
a - 7 
- . a F * 
5 : — : 4 
> ; 
- F, — 
7 ö ; 
* 
* 
. 
# 
* 
= 
= 
, 
I OI 7 8 8e : . 
pres, LS bb [7 n 2 ERA 0 
FF e er 


—— > n 5 Rats Is . 


4 


_ 


* 


Sr 


n 


U 


2 


= 


. pre ec ee oe ey 


ET 


_ LT bn >. 
e 


/ 


by 


10 


Wl 


2 * >, 5 4 — * reer = — 7. 
— — — — F 4 — , __—_ f > : ee 3 W. | ww * * 
8 * 2 75 Wes 2 'F + © ZAR Rr Mee At vo: 5 — . : 0 — FS & 2 ä 5 
: 7 — wag oxide c ———ůů——ͤ— m ‚˙2 — N 
8 — — — — HA 2 — by — — — - — Ai eg Novem hg ꝛů —ꝰ ꝛ᷑ ee So 
9 . Hh ——̃ — P AA — — RR EPR 
. . wy B 4 a. he 23 r = 
* 7 0 
4 - _ 
» 7 
5 * 
* 
* 
* 
\ ; 
, 
* 
* * * 
- a E . 2 
0 
4 FO | 4 » 9 _— 1 
* - * — 
** " 
40% 4 . * * ” 
n - 1 g ” - 7 =» 
0 4 - . 4 £4 
4 * * , — 
* 4h 0 a * , 
4 » * — P C bl 
. * $4 - 4 2 
d 2 Us Ag #Y 2 ; 4 PF 
— * * s * » 
- - 
7 1 2 LA 2 4 wen e 
. 1 4 4 0 $9 Ls 
o * 
1 J oy * 
} o of t J by _ | 
- b, 
Y * $ a 4 
4 * 4 ** 
= = 4 * 42 * * 
- W * 1 
* . of us? > 3 
4 9 - 
7 » N ” , : - -F 
1 — - hn - * 
4 P o * 
» ec * at 
P ., NR PF z g * * 
* oy - — s ; 1 {+ o 
* 1 2 2 
Po 4 *. * 1 
— * — 4 my 
* * * N * 8 # 
* * +7 - 
Pl * * F 
Vas + - - 4 : 
* 1 
Cage —_— —_— 7 . 
2 * - 5 9 — * * ” 
1 *. f 0 I * 
4 3 * 123 
7 N PD 4 7 — Pp 
. 4 . 8 ; * 5 9 2 
* 1 9 LI 1 1 
b * 
5 . 6 _—”. we n 
2 ** I * 8 ** 4 
= 93 4 * x 47 : 1 
- 6 . - 
7 * at, oh. 
4 4.» = : s 
7 * Ll — 4 1 * 5 — 
. * Er oy , * 
— A * 
. 1 
” A 8 * 1 
* — 
ö a Wy” OG 2 : 
Fo 
45 ” 
— 1 — 
* 4 4 * 
; - 
Pg * ” + - 
"7 - 
. 4 2 4 
. * N 
A pr 
* 
fo * 
- * — 
„ 
\ 
- 4 
. 
a . 
p 4 
, : mY 
$a - 
lM a > F « — 
5 7 — 
p_ # 4 - 2 
£ ho * 7 * * 4 
* 8 4 ' 
WP.” 
py — * * * * 
a — - F- - 8 3 «« 
7 \ 
A 5 . 


The ARGUMENT. 


The faljet propoſed. ene to the Counteſs of 

4 |  Haxrrrosv. Die Seaſon is deſcribed as it af- 

[ fects theroarious pare of Nature, ding From 

BE 'the lower 4 the higher ; auith digreſtons arifing 
| Fim the fubjet?. Tts influence on inanimate 

= Matter, on V. egetables, on brute Animals, and 
laſt on Mam concluding with a diſſuaſive from 

. the wild and irregular paſſion 7 Love, pprſed to 
that 10 a fore, and bapty kind. 


YOME, gentle Spxixc, ethereal Mildneſs, come, 
And from the boſom of yon dropping cloud, 
While muſie wakes around, veil'd in a ſhower 


Of ſhadowing roſes, on our plains deſcend. 


O HARTFORD, fitted or to ſhine in courts 5 
With unaffected grace, or walk the plain f 
With innocence and meditation joind | 

In ſoft aſſemblage, liſten to my fong, N i 
Which thy own Seaſbn paints; when Nature all 


Is bloomiag and benevolent, —_ e Er ee 


And ſee ks tarky WINTER paſſes off, | 
Far to the North, and calls his ruffian blaſts: 
His blaſts obey, and quit the howling hill, 
The ſhattered foreſt, and the ravag'd vale ; | 
While fofter gales ſucceed, at whoſe kind touch, 1j 
Diſlolving ſnows in livid torrents loſt, 
T he mountains lift their green heads to 9 
W A 2 As 
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4 SPRING. 
As yet the trembling year is unconfirm'd, 
And WINTER oft at eve reſumes the breeze, 
Chills the pale morn, and bids his driving fleets 20 
Deform the day delightleſs ; ſo that ſcarce 
The bittern knows his time, with bill ingulpht 
To ſhake the jounding marſh ; or from the ſhore 
The'plovers wi hen to ſcatter oder the heath, 
And ſing their wild notes to the liſtening waſte. 25 


Ar laſt from edt the Loon ſun, 


And the bright Bull receives him. Then no more 
Th expanſive/atmoſphere is eramp'd with cold; 


But, full of life and vivifying ſoul, 


Lifts the light clouds ſublime, and ſpreads them thin, 30 | 


Fleecy and white, oer all- ſurrounding heaven. 


For fly the tape airs und unconfin d.,. 


Unbinding earth, the moving foftneſs ſtrays. 


Joyous, th' impatient hufpandman perceives 
Relenting Nature, and bis luſty fleers 35 
Drives from their ſtalls, to where the well-us'd plough 
Lies in the furrow, lodſened from tlie freſt. 

There, unrefuſing, to the harneſs'd yoke 


They lend their ſhoulder, and begin their toil; - | 


Cheer'd by the ſimple ſong and ſoaring lark. 40 
Meanwhile incumbent o'er the ſhining ſhare 

The maſter leans, removes th* obſtructing clay, 
Vande the 2 N and ſidelong 1 the 8 


Warrathee Sabi wat e ſowe 
With 
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W ith meafur'd ſtep ; and liberal throws the beiin 45 


Into the faithful boſom of the ground 


The harrow follows harſh, and ſhuts the ſcene. 


1 
441 
314 a, dts Acw 4 iel 


BE racions, Heaven ! ! "His now laborious IP 
Has done his part. Ye foſtering breezes, blow! 
Ye ſoftening. dews, ye tender ſhowers, eee 95 
And temper all, thou world-reviving ſu, 
Into the perfect year! Nor ye who livre 
In luxury and eaſe, in pomp and pride, 
Think theſe loſt themes unworthy of your ear: 
Such themes as theſe the rural Mako ſung 53 


To wide-imperial Roms, in the full heihglt 


Of elegance and taſte, by GREECE reſin d. 
In antient times, the ſacred plough employ'd 
The kings, and awful fathers of mankind : *'/ 


And ſome, with whom compar'd your inſc&t-tribes 60 


Are but the beings of a ſummer's day, ; 
Have held the ſcale of empire, ruPd the ſtorm 
Of mighty war; then, with = Forge g 
Diſdaining little delicacies, feia d 


The plough, and n wand ea. 65 


1 EY 1 ; ii. 
rr generous tarot 8, venerate the SOAP An! 
And o'er your hills, and long withdrawing vales," 
Let Autumn ſpread his treaſures to the ſun 


Luxuriant and unbounded: as the ſe, 70 


Far thro? his azure turbulent domain, 
Your empire owns, and from a thouſand ſhores © 


Wan, all the N of life into your port 
* 2 A 3 80 
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And be th' exhauſtleſs granary of a world 


In all the colours of the fluſhing year, 


\ 
* 


— — 
2 4 N 


Lies yet & little embryo, unpereeiv' d. 100 


So with ſuperior boon may your rich ſoil. 
Exuberant, Nature's better bleffings pour 3 
O'er every land, the naked nations cloathe,. 


Nox only thro'! the lenient air this change, 
Delicieus, breathes ;; the penetrative ſun, 
His force deep- darting to the dark retreat 80 
Of vegetation, ſets the ſteaming Poaver 

At large, to wander o'er the verdant earth, 

In various hues; but chiefly thee, gay Green! 
Thou ſmiling Nature's univerſal robe! 

United light and ſnade! where the ſight dwells 83 
With growing ſtrength, and ever-new delight. 


From the moiſt meadow to the withered hill, 
Led by the breeze, the vivid verdure runs, 
And ſwells, and deepens, to the cheriſh'd eye. 
The hawthorn whitens; and the juicy groves 90 
Put forth their buds, unfolding by degrees, 
Till the whole leafy foreſt ſtands diſplay d, 
In full luxuriance to the ſighing gales; | 
There the deer ruſtle thro? the twining brake, 
And the birds ſing conceal'd. At once, array'd* 95 


By Nature's ſwift and ſecret-working band,, 
The garden glows, and: fills the liberal air 
With laviſh fragrance ; while the promis'd fruit 


Within i its crimſon folds, Now from the town, | 
Buried 


go 


95 
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Buried in ſmoke, and ſleep, and noiſom damps, 

Oft let me wander o'er the dewy fields, 
Wherefreſhneſs breathes,and daſhthetremblin g drops 
From the bent buſh, as thro? the verdant maze 105 
Of ſweet-briar hedges 1-purſye my walk.;. 

Or taſte the ſmell of dairy, or aſcend 


Some eminence, AUGUSTA, in thy plains, - 


And ſee the country, far diffus'd around, 


eboundleſs bluſh, onewhite-empurpled ſhower 110 


Ot mingled bloſſoms; where the raptur'd eye 
Hurries from joy to joy, and, hid beneath 
The fair. profuſion, yellow Autumn ſpies, - 


Ir, druſh'd from Raſtan wilds, a cutting gale 
Riſe not, and ſcatter from his humid wings 115 


The clammy mildew ; or,dry-blowing, breathe 5 


Untimely froſt; before whole baleful blaſt | 
The fuli-blown Spring thro? all her foliage _— 
Joyleſs and dead, a wide-dejeced waſte, | 
For oft, engender d by the-hazy North, 120 
Myriads on myriads, inſect armies warp» __ 
Keen in the poiſon'd breeze; and waſteful eat, 
Thro' buds and bark, into the blackened core, 
Theit eager way. A feeble race! yet oft 


The ſacred ſons of vengeance; on whoſe courſe 125 


Corrofive famine waits, and kills. the year. 
To check this plague the ſkilful-farmer chaff, 
And blazing ſtraw, before his orchard burns ;. 
Till, all. involv'd in ſmoke, the latent foe 


From every cranny ſuffocated falls , 130 


a 
2 


— 
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Or ſeatters o'er the hlooms'the pungent duſt 
Of pepper, fatal to the froſty trihe ; 


Or, when the envenom'd leaf begins to curl, 


With ſprinkled water drowns them in their neſt; 
Nor, while they pick them np with buſy bill, 135 
The little roomy birds unwifely ſcares. 


Be patient, Fwdihs f theſretielGeming winds 
Blow not in vain. Far hence they keep repreſs'd 
Thoſedeep'ningeloudsonclouds,furcharg*dwithrain, 
That o'er the vaſt Atlantic hither borne, 140 
In endleſs train, would quench the ſummer-blaze, 


And, chearlcſs, Ou the crude . 8 


TRE North- Faſt. ſpends his rage he now ſhut op 
Within his iron cave, th“ effuſive South N 
Warms the wide air, and o'er the void of heaven 145 
Breathes the big clouds with vernal ſhowers diſtent, 
At firſt a duſky wreath they ſeem to riſe, 
Scarce ſtaining ether; but by ſwift degrees, 

In heaps on heaps, the doubling vapouriſails 


Along the loaded fy; and mingling deep 750 


Sits on th? horizon round a ſettled gloom # 
Not ſuch as wintry-ſtorms on mortals ſhed, 
Oppreſſing life; but lovely, gentle, kind, 
And full of eyery hope and every joy, 


The wiſh of Nature. Gradual finks the breeze 1 55 


Into a perfect cahn; that not a breath 


Is heard to quiver through the cloſing woods, 


Or ruſtling turn the many-twinkling leayes 


Of 


— 


1 5 


155 
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Of alpin tall Th; uncurling floods, diffits'd 


In glaſſy breadth, ſeem thro? deluſive lapſe 166 


Forgetful gf their courſe. Tis ſilence all, 
And pleaſing expectation. Herds and flocks 
Drop the dry ſprig, and mute - imploring eye 


The falling verdure. Huſh'd in ſhort ſuſpence, 


The plumy people ſtreak their wings with oil, 165 
To throw the lucid moiſture-trickling off; | 


And wait th* approaching ſign, to ſtrike at once 
Into the general choir.. Even mountains, vales, 
And foreſts ſcem, impatient, to demand | 
The:promis'd ſweetneſs. Man ſuperior walks I7@- 


Amid the glad creation, muſing praiſe, 

And looking. lively gratitude. At laſt,. 

The clouds conſign their treaſures to the fields; 
And, ſoftly ſhaking on the dimpled pool 


Preluſive drops, let all their moiſture flow., 175. 


In large effuſion, o'er the-frehened world. 

| The ſtealing ſhower is ſcarce to patter heard, 
By ſuch as wander thro! the. foreſt walks, 

Beneath the umbrageovs multitude of leaves. 


But whocan hold theſhade, while Heavendeſcends 1 905 
In univerſal bounty, ſhedding: herbs, 


| And fruits, and flowers, on Nature's ample lap? 


Swift fancy fir'd anticipates their growth; 
And while the milky nutriment diſtils, 


Bcholds the kindling country colour round. th S: 


*Tuvs all day long, the full-diſtended clouds + 
indulge; their genial ſores, and well-ſhowes 'd carth? 


= W-* 


— 


| To where the violet fades into the fkys y: 


— 


1 


Is deep enrich'd with vegetable life; 
Till, in the weſtern ſky, the downward ſun _ 
Looks out, effulgent, from amid the flufſl 190 
Of broken clouds, gay- ſnifting to his beam. 
The rapid radiance inſtantaneous ſtrikes 

Th' illumin'd mountain, thro” the foreft ſtreams, 
Shakes on the floods, and in a yellow miſt, 
Far ſmoaking o'er th* interminable plain, 195 
In twinkling myriads lights the dewy gems, | 
Moiſt, bright, and green, the landſkip laughs around. 
Full ſwell the woods; their every miific wakes, 5 
Mix'd in wild concert with the warbling brooks 
Increas'd, the diſtant bleatings of the hills, 200 
And hollow lows reſponſive from the Sales, 
Whence blending all the fweetened zephyr ſprings. 
Mean time, refracted from yon eaſtern cloud, 
Beftriding earth, the grand ethereal bor 

Shoots up immenſe; and every hue unfolds. © 205; 
In fair proportion ranning from the red, | 


Here, awful NEwTON, the diſſotving clouds 
Form, fronting on the ſun, thy vey pris” 

Aid to the ſage · inſtructed eye unfold 210 
The various twine of light, by thee diſclos' d 
From the white mingling maze. Not ſo the Wo :: 
: le e views the bright enchantment bend, 
Delightful, oer the radiant fields, and runs 
To catch the falling glory; but amaz'd 215 
Bcholds th* amuſive arch before him fly, 1102 


9 vaniſh quite away. Still night — 
7 


— 


205 
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A ſoftened ſhade; and ſaturated earth 
Awaits the morning- beam, to give to light, 


Rais'd thro” ten thouſand different plaſtic tubes, 220 


The balmy tyenſures: of the former ne 


- THEN fpring the "WIN herbs, vrofuſbly „nd. 
O'er all the deep green earth, beyond the power 


Of botaniſt to number up their tribes: ö 
WE Whether, he ſteals along the lonely dale, 225 
In ſilent ſearch.; or thro” the foreſt rank 


With what the dull incurious weeds account, 


Burſts his Blind way; or climbs the EATS, 
Fir'd by the nodding verdure of its brow, 


With ſuch a liberal hand has Nature flung 230 
Their ſeeds abroad, blown them about in winds, 
Innumerous mix'd them with the nurſing mold, 
The — nen and n rain. 


Bur whb their virtues can declare? whe pierce, | 
With viſion pure, into theſe ſecret ſtores 235 


of health, and life, and joy? the food of n. 


While yet he liv'd in innocence, and told 
A length of golden years; unfleſh'd in "IR | 

A ſtranger to the ſavage arts of life, 
Death, rapine, carnage, ſurfeit, and diſeaſe; 240 
The _ and not the ee of | the world. view 


. 


Tu £ firſt freſh Ft hy wak'd the 1 race 
Of uncorrupted Man, nor bluſh'd to ſee 
The ſluggard ſteep besaib ks ren br $537 


For 


* — e . Kö — 
Ren. r S 8 2 i = YT, * 
do 2 I TIN _ * 
ä « 1 — 
"WS Nenn 


„„ 
J K 
"I x oh 


. * 4 


—V—— — — ous ag _— ; * 
— 3 „. „ W 
- y — Ear ve erer 
>. . £ a Re ERIE N * oy 
7” 3 G34 1 CdS Coos ——— * 0 . 4 5 


{ 


N — r — — ay * — — 


12 $\P/R I.N\G. 


For their lioht flumbers gently ſum'd away: - 245 
And up they roſe as vigorous-as theſun, 
Or to the cuiture of the willing glebe, 
Or to the chearful tendance of the flock. 
Meantime the ſong went round; and dance and ſport, 
Wiſdom. and friendly talk, ſucceſſive, ſtole 250 
Their hours away: while in the roſy-vale 
Love breath'd-his infant Gighs, from anguiſh free, 
And full replete with bliſs; ſave the ſweet pain, 
That, inly thrilling, but exalts it more. 
Nor yet injurious act, nor ſurly deed, a 
Was known among thoſe happy ſons of HEAVEN; ; 
For reaſon and benevolence were law. 
Harmonious Nature too look'd ſmiling on. 
Clear ſhone the ſxies, cool'd with eternal gales, 
And balmy ſpirit all. The youthful ſun 260 
Shot his beſt rays, and ſtill the gracious clouds 
Drop'd fatneſs down ; as o'er the ſwelling mead, 
The herds and flocks, commixing, play'd ſecure. 
This when, emergent from the-gloomy-wodd, 
The glaring lion ſaw, his horrid heart 22865 
Was meekened, and he join'd his fullen joy, 
For muſic held the whole in perfect peace: 
Soft ſigh'd the flute s the tender voice was heard, 
Warbling the varied heart; the woodlands round 
Apply'd their quire; and winds and waters flow*d 270 
In conſouance. Such. were thoſe prime. of ys | 


I" £ Bur now Hole ukitevüblewib'd mannragwheno 
The fabling poets took their golden age, 8 
1 ; ra 


245 


Theſe dregs of life ! Now the diſtemper?d mind 2 77 


Which forms the ſoul of happineſs ; and all 
Is off the poiſe within : the paſſions all 


Or impotent, or elſe approving, ſecs © 280 4 
| And ſilent, ſettles into fell revenge. | . j 


Even love itſelf is bitterneſs of ſoul, ' | 
A penſive anguiſh pining at the heart; 


SPRING. 13 


Are * no more amid theſe iron tunes, 


Nas loſt that concord of harmonious powers, | 4 


Have-burſt their bounds ; and reaſon half extinct, 


The foul diforder. Senſeleſs, and deform'd, 
Convulſive anger ſtorms at large; or pale, 


Baſe envy withers at another's joy, 1 
And hates that excellence it cannot reach. 285 A M 
Deſponding fear, of feeble fancies full, | 1 
Weak and unmanly, looſens every power. a 


Or, ſunk to fordid intereſt, feels no more 290 


That noble wiſh, that never-cloy'd deſire, 


Which, ſelſiſh joy diſdaining, ſeeks alone 

To bleſs the dearer object of its flame. „ 
Hope ſickens with extravagance; and grief, | 

Of life impatient, into madneſs ſwells; 295 

Or in dead ſilence waſtes the weeping hours. 

Theſe, and a thouſand mixt emotions more, 

From ever- changing views of good and ill, 


Form' d infinitely various, vex the mind 


With endleſs ftorm: whence, deeply rankling, grows 
The partial thought, a liſtleſs unconcern, 30x 
Cold, and averting from our neighbour's good; 
Then dark diſguſt, and hatred, winding wile, __ - . 
W B Coward 


Coward deceit, and ruffian violence: | 
At laſt, extin& each ſocial feeling, fell 305 
And joyleſs inhumanity pervades | 
And petrefies the heart. Nature diſturb'd _ 
Is deem'd, vindictive, to have chang'd her courſe, 


_ HENCz, in old duſky time, a deluge came: 
When the deep-cleft diſparting orb, that arch'd 310 
The central waters round, impetuous ruſh'd, | 
With univerſal burſt, into the gulph, 

And o'er the high-pil'd hills of fractur'd earth 
Wide daſh'd the waves, in indulation vaſt ; 
Till, from the centre to the ſtreaming-.clouds, 315 
A ſhoreleſs ocean tumbled round the globe. 


THE Seaſons ſince have, with ſeverer ſway, 
Oppreſs'd a broken world: the Winter keen 
Shook forth his waſte of ſnows; and Summer ſhot 
His peſtilential heats. Great Spring, before, 4320 
Green'd all the year; and. fruits and bloſſoms bluſh'd, 
In ſocial ſweetneſs, on the ſelf-ſame bough. 
Pure was the temperate air ; an even calm 
Perpetual reign'd, ſave what the zephyrs bland 
Breath'd o'er the blue expanſe: for then nor ſtorm, 
Were taught to blow, nor hurricanes to rage; 326 
Sound ſlept the waters; no ſulphureous glooms 
Swell'd in the ſky, and ſent the lightning forth ; 
While fickly damps, and cold autumnal fogs, 
Hung not, relaxing, on the ſprings of life. 330 


But now, of turbid elements the ſport, 
ö | 7 From 
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Lo 


From clear to cloudy toſt, from hot to cold, 


And dry to moiſt, with inward-eating change, 


Our drooping days are dwindled down to nought, 
Their period finiſh'd ere 'tis well begun. 335 


And yet the wholeſame herb neglected dies: 


Though with the pure exhilarating foul _ 


Of nutriment and health, and vital powers, 

Beyontt the ſearch: of art, tis copious bleſt. 

For, with hot ravine fir'd, enſanguin'd Man 340 
Is now become the lion of the plain, | 

And worſe. The wolf, who from the nightly fold 
Fierce - drags the bleating prey, neꝰer drunk her milk, 
Nor wore her warming fleece: nor has the ſteer, 
At whoſe ſtrong cheſt the deadly tyger hangs, 345 


| Feer plow'd for him. They too are temper'd hig':, 


With hunger ſtung and wild neceſſity, 
Nor lodges pity in their ſhaggy breaſt. 
But Man, whom Nature form'd of milder clay, 


With every kind emotion in his heart, 350: 


And taught alone to weep ;. while from her lap 
She pours ten thouſand delicacies, herbs, 


| And fruits,.as numerous as the drops of rain 
Or beams that gave them birth: ſhall he, fair form! 


Who wears ſweet ſmiles, and looks erect on Heaven, 
E'er ſtoop to mingle with the prowling herd, 356 


And dip his tongue in gore? The beaſt of prey, | 
Blood- ſtainꝰd, deſerves to bleed: but you, ye flocks, - 


What have you done ; ye peaceful people, what, 


To merit death ? you, who'have given us milk 360 
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Gives, as you tear it from the bleeding breaſt | 


16 SPRING. 


In luſcious ſtreams, and lent us your own coat 
Againſt the winter's cold? And the plain ox, | 
That harmleſs, honeſt, guileleſs animal, 
In what has he offended ? he, whoſe toil, 4 
Patient and ever ready, clothes the land 56; 
With all the pomp: of harveft ; ſhall he bleed, ; 
And ſtruggling groan beneath the cruel hands 
Even of the clown he feeds! and that, perhaps, 
To ſwell the riot of th* autumnal feaſt, | 5 
Won by his labour? Thus the feeling heart 370 
Would tenderly ſuggeſt: but 'tis enough, : 
In this late age, adventurous, to have touch'd 
Light on the numbers of the Samian ſage. 
High Heaven forhids the bold preſumptuous ſtrain, 
Whoſe wiſeſt will has fix' d us in a ſtate 375 
hat muſt not yet to pure perfection riſe. | 
Now when. the firſt foul torrent of the brooks, 
Swell'd with the-vernal rains, is ebb'd away ; 
And, whitening, down their moſſy-tinctur'd ſtream 
Deſcends the billowy foam: now is the time, 380 
While yet the dark-brown water aids the guile, 
To tempt the trout. The well-diſſembled fly, 
The rod fine-tapering with elaſtic ſpring, 
Snatch*d from the hoary ſteed the floating line, 
And all thy ſlender watry ſtores prepare. 385 
But let net on thy hook the tortur'd worm, 
Convulfive, twiſt in agonizing folds ; Th 
Which, by rapacious hunger ſwallow'd deep, 


— 


565 


| And light o'er ether bear the ſhadowy clouds, 2 
High to their fount, this day, amid the hills, 4 
And woodlands warbling round, trace up the brooks; | ; 
The next, purſue their rocky-channel'd maze, * 1 
Down to the river, in whoſe ample wave 400- q : 


| Their little naiads love to ſport at large.. fl 


Is mix'd the trembling ſtream, or where it boils 
Around the ſtone, or from the hollow*d bank 


SPRING. 17 


Of the weak helpleſs uncomplaining wretch, 390 
| Harſh pain and horror to the tender hand. 


WHEN with his lively ray the potent ſun 
Has pierc'd the ſtreams, and rous'd the finny races 
Then, iſſuing cheerful,. to thy ſport repair: i 
Chief ſhould the weſtern breezes curling play, 39 5 ; if 


Juſt in the dubious: point, where with the pool | | 


Reverted plays in undulating flow, 40 
There throw, nice-judging, the deluſive fly; 

And as you lead it round in artful curve, 

With eye attentive mark the ſpringing game. 


Strait as above the ſurface of the flood 5 
They wanton riſe, or urg'd by hunger leap, 4 10 : 


Then fix, with gentle twitch, the barbed hook: 
Some lightly toſſing to the graſſy bank, 
And to the ſhelving ſhore ſlow-dragging ſome, 


With various hands proportion'd to their force. 


If yet too young, and eaſily deceiv'd, 11 
A worthleſs prey ſcarce bends your pliant rod, So 
Him piteous of his youth and the ſhort ſpace © © * 


He has i the vital light of Heaven, 
| 4 5B 5 daß 
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Soft diſengage, and back into the ſtrean 

The ſpeckled captive throw. But ſhould you lure 420 

From his dark haunt, beneath the tangled roots 

Of pendant trees, the monarch of the brook, 

Behoves you then to ply your fineſt art. 

Long time he, following cautious, ſcans the fly ; 2 

And oft attempts to ſeize it, but as oft 425 

The dimpled water ſpeaks his jealous fear. 5 

At laſt, while haply o'er the ſhaded ſun 

Paſſes a cloud, he deſperate takes the death, 

With ſullen plunge. At once he darts along, 

Deep ſtruck, and runs out all the tengthen'd'line; 430 

Then ſeeks the fartheſt ooze, the ſheltering weed, 

'The cavern'd bank, his old fecure abode ; 
And flies aloft, and flounces round the pool, 

Indignant of the guile. With yielding hand, 

That feels him Riill, yet to his furious courſe 435 

Gives way, you, now retiring, following now 

Acroſs the ſtream, exhauſt his idle rage: 

Till floating broad upon his breathleſs fide, 

And to his fate abandon'd, to the ſhore 

You gaily drag your unreſiſting prize. 440 


— 


Tu us paſs the temperate hours: but when the fun 
Shakes from his noon- day throne the ſcattering clouds, 
Even ſhooting liſtleſs languor thro? the deeps; 

Then ſeek the bank where flowering elders croud, 
Where ſeatter' d wild the lily of the vale 445 
Its balmy eſſence breathes, where cowſlips hang 

be dewy head, where purple violets lurk, 


With 
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With all the lowly children of the ſhade: 


Or lie reclinꝰd beneath yon ſpreading aſh, 449 


Hung o'er the ſteep; whence, borne on liquid wing; 
The founding culver ſhoots-; or where the hawk, 
High, in the beetling, cliff, his airy builds, 

There let the claſſic page thy fancy lead 


Thro' rural ſcenes ;. ſuch as the Mantuan ſwain | 
Paints in the matchleſs harmony of ſong. 455. 


Or catch thyſelf the landikip, gliding ſwift 


Athwart imagination's vivid eye: : 


Or by the vocal woods and waters ul: d, 
And loſt in lonely muſing, in the dream, 


Confus'd, of carleſs ſolitude, where mix 460 


Ten thouſand wandering images of things, 


| Soothe every guſt of paſſion into peace; 


All but the ſwellings of the foften'd heart, 


+ That waken, not diſturb, the tranquil mind, | 


BEHOLD yon breathing proſpect bids the muſe 465 
Throw all her beauty forth. But who can paint 
Like Nature? Can imagination boaſt, 

Amid its gay creations. hues like hers ? 

Or can it mix them with that matchleſs ſkill, 

And loſe them in each other, as appears 470 
In every bud that blows ? If fancy then 

Unequal fails beneath the pleaſing taſk, 


Ah what ſhall language do? ah where find words 
Ting'd with ſo many colours; and whoſe power, 


To life approaching, may perfume my lays 475 


With 
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With that fine oil, thoſe aromatic pales, - 
That inexhauſtive flow continual round? 


Yer, tho' ſucceſsleſs, will the toil delight, 
Come then, ye virgins and ye youths, whole hearts 
Have felt the raptures of refining love; 480 
And thou, AmManDA, come, pride of my ſong! 
Form'd by the Graces, lovelineſs itſelf ! 

Come with thoſe downcaſt eyes, ſedate and ſweet, 
Thoſe looks demure, that deeply pierce the ſoul, 
Where, with the light of thoughtful reaſon ix'd, 485 
Shines lively fancy and the feeling heart: 

Oh come! and while the rofy-footed May 

Steals bluſhing on, together let us tread 

The morning-dews, and gather in their prime 
Freſh-blooming flowers, to grace thy braided hair, 490 
And thy lov'd boſom that 3 their ſweets. 


Sek, where the winding vale its laviſh ſtores, 
Irriguous, ſpreads. Sec, how the lity drinks 
The latent xill, ſcarce oozing thro? the , 
Of growth luxuriant; or the humid bank, 495 
In fair profuſion, decks. Long let us walk, 
Where the breeze blows from yon extended field. 
Of bloſſom'd beans. Arabia cannot boaſt 
A fuller gale of joy, than, liberal, thence 
Breathesthro' the ſenſe, and takes the raviſh'd ſoul. 500 
Nor is the mead unworthy of thy foot, 
Full of freſh verdure, and unnumber'd dar 
The * of Nature, wide and wild: 
| : | Where, 


arts 
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Where, undiſguis'd by mimic Art, ſhe ſpreads 
Unbounded beauty to the roving eye. 505 


Here their delicious taſk the fervent bees, 


In ſwarming millions, tend: around, athwart, 
Thro' the ſoft air, the buſy nations fly, 

Cling to the bud, and with inſerted tube, | 
Suck its pure eſſence, its ethereal foul ; 510 


And oft, with bolder wing, they ſoaring dare 


The purple heath, or where the wild thyme grows, 
And yellow load them with the luſcious ſpoil. 


Ar length the finiſh'd garden to the. vier 
Its viſtas opens, and its alleys green. 515. 
Snatch'd thro' the verdant maze, the hurried eye 
Diſtracted wanders; now the bowery walk 
Of covert cloſe, where ſcarce a ſpeck of day 
Falls on the lengthen'd gloom, protracted ſweeps: 
Now meets the bending ſky; the river now 520 
Dimpling along, the breezy-ruffled lake, 


The foreſt darkening round, the glittering ſpire, 


Th? ethereal mountain, and the diſtant main. 
But why fo far excurſive? when at hand, 


Along theſe bluſhing borders, bright with dew, 525 


And in yon mingled wilderneſs of flowers, 


Fair-handed Spring unboſoms every grace; 


Throws out the ſnow · drop, and the erocus firſt; 
The daiſy, primroſe, violet darkly blue, 


And polyanthus of unnumber'd dyes; 330 


The yellow wall- flower, ſtain'd with iron brown; 


| Aud laviſh flock that ſcents the garden round: 
W : From 
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From the ſoft wing of vernal breezes ſhed, - 
Anemonies; ante enrich'd * 
With ſhining meal o'er all their velyet leaves; 53 q 
And full ranunculas, of glowing red. 
Then comes the tulip-race, where Beauty Pays: 

Jer idle freaks ; from family diffus'd 


To family, as flies the father - duſt, 


The varied colours run; and while they Brea 540 
On the charm'd eye, th* exulting floriſt marks, 
With ſecret pride, the wonders of his hand. 


No gradual bloom is wanting; from the bud, 


Firſt-born of Spring, to Summer's muſky tribes: 55 
Nor hyacinths, of pureſt virgin white, 

Low- bent, and bluſhing inward; nor jonquils, 54 5 
Of potent fragrance; nor Warciffis fair, 

As o'er the fabled fountain hanging ſtill ; 

Nor broad carnations, nor gay-ſpotted pinks ; 

Nor, ſhower'd from every buſh, the damaſk-roſe, 
Infinite numbers, delicacies, ſmells, | 550 


With hues on hues expreſſion cannot paint, 


The breath of Nature, and her endleſs bloom. 


Hail, SOURTE OF BEING ! UNIVERSAL SOUL. 
Of Heaven and earth ! ESSENTIAL PRESENCE, 
hail ! | : 554 
To Tae I bend the knee; to Turk my thoughts, 

Continual, climb; who with a maſter-hand, 
Haſt the great whole into perfection touch'd. 
By THERE the various vegetative tribes, : 
Wrapt in a filmy net, and clad with leaves, 
'A Draw 
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| Draw the live ether, and imbibe the dew : 560 
| By THEE diſpos'd into congenial ſoils, 
Stands each attractive plant, and ſucks, and ſwells 


The juicy tide; a twining maſs of tubes. 

At Thy command the vernal ſun awakes 

The torpid ſap, detruded to the root 565 
By wintry wir.!s ; that now in fluent dance, 

And lively fermentation, mounting, ſpreads 

All this innumerous-colour'd ſcene of . 


As rifing "Is the vegetable world 
My theme aſcends, with equal wing aſcend, 570 
My panting Muſe ! and hark, how loud the woods 


Invite you forth in all your gayeſt trim. 


Lend me your ſong, ye nightinga + ! oh pour 


| The mazy- running ſoul of melody 

Into my varied verſe ! while I deduce, - 89 
| From the firſt note the hollow cuckoo ſings, 

| The ſymphony of Spring, and touch a theme 

| Unknown to fame, the paſian of the groves, © 


Warn firſt the ſoul of 1 is ſent abroad, 


Warm through the vital air, and on the heart 580 
Harmonious ſeizes, the gay troops begin, 


In gallant thought, to plume the painted wing; 
And try again the long- forgotten ſtrain, 
At firſt faint warbled. But no ſooner grows 


The ſoft infuſion prevalent, and wide, 585 


Than, all alive, at once their joy o'erflows 
In maulic ena d. Up-ſprings the lark, 
57 Sghrill 
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'Shrill-voic?d, and loud, the meſſenger of morn: 
Ere yet the ſhadows fly, he mounted fings* 
Amid the dawning clouds, and from their haunts 596 
Calls up the tuneful nations. Every copſe 
Deep-tangled, tree irregular, and buſh. 
Bending with dewy moiſture, o'er the heads 
Of the coy quiriſters that lodge within, 
Are prodigal of harmony, The thruſh _ 595 
And wood-lark, o'er the kind contending throng 
Superior hcard, run through the ſweeteſt length 
Of notes; when liſtening Philomela deigns 

To let them joy, and purpoſes, in thought 

Elate, to make hermight excel their day. 606 
The black-bird whiſtles from'the thorny brake ; 
The mellow bu''s nch anſwers from the grove : 
Nor are the linnets, o'er the flowering furze 
Pour'd out profuſely, filent. Jom'd to theſe 
Innumerous ſongſters, in the freſhenmg ſhade 605 
Of new-fprung leaves, their modul ations mix 
Mellifluaus: The jay, the rock, the daw, 

And each harſh pipe, diſcordant heard alone, 

Aid the full concert: while the ſtock-dove 'breathes 
A melancholy murmur through the whole. 610 


*T1s love creates their melody, and all 
This waſte of mulic is the voice of love; | 
That even to birds, and beaſts, the tender arts 
Of pleaſing teaches. Hence the gloſſy kind 
Try every winning way inventive love 5175 


Can dictate, and in courtſhip to their mates 
„„ | Pour 
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| Pour forth their little ſouls. ' Firſt, wide around, | 
With diſtant awe, in airy rings they rove, | | 
Endeavouring by a thouſand tricks to catch 144 
The cunning, conſcious, half-averted glance 620 1 
Of the regardleſs charmer. Should ſhe ſeem, 4 
Softening, the leaſt approyance to befto w,, .) „ 
Their colours burniſn, and, by hope inſpir d, g 40 

$95 They briſk advance; then on a-ſudden ftrack; Fl 
8 Retire diſorder' d; then again approach ; . | | 
1 In fond rotation ſpread the ſpotted wing, l e 
And. ſhiver every: en with deſire. 


590 


606 CoOnNNUBIAL nete A to the deep woods 2 
; They haſte away, all as their fancy leads, " 
| Pleaſure, or food, or ſecret ſafety prompts ; | [630 | 
That NATURE'S great command may be obey d, 
Nor all the ſweet ſenſations they perceive 5 4 j | 
605 Indulg'd in vain. Some to the holly-hedge . 
Neſtling repair, and to the thicket ſome; 1 4 
Some to the rude: protection of the thorn 635 | 
| Commit their feeble offspring: The cleft tree EY 
thee Offers its kiad concealment to a-few, - 1 f 
610 Their food its inſects, and ita moſs their neſts. | 
N Others apart far in the graſſy dale, FIG | 
Orroughening waſte, theirhumbletexture weave. 640 
Hut moſt in woodland folitudes delight, Ld. 1 
In unfrequented glooms, or ſhaggy banks. 
Steep, and divided by a babbling brook, a RES 
515 Whoſe murmurs ſoothe them all the live- long day, | 
When by kind * fd. Among the roots 645 
our WW © C | „ 
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Of hazel, pendant o'er the plaintive ſtream, 

They frame the firſt foundation of their domes; 
Dry ſprigs of trees, in artful fabric laid, 

And bound with clay together. Now” 'tis nought 
But reſtleſs hurry thro? the buſy air, 659 
Beat by unnumber'd wings. The ſwallow ſweeps 
The ſlimy pool, to build his hanging houſe 
Intent. And often, from the careleſs back 

Of herds and flocks, a thouſand tugging bills 
Pluck hair and wool; and oft, when unobſerv'd, 655 
Steal from the barn a ſtraw : till ſoft and warm, 
Clean, and-complete, their habitation grows. 


As thus the patient dam aſſiduous fits, - 

Not to be tempted from her tender taſk, 

Or by ſharp hunger, or by ſmooth delight, 660 
Tho' the whole looſened Spring ar dund her blows, 
Her ſympathizing lover takes his ſtand 

High on th” opponent bank, and ceaſeleſs fings. 
The tedious time away; or elſe ſupplies 5 
Her place a moment, while ſhe ſudden flits 665 
To pick the ſcanty meal. Th' appointed time 
With pious toil fulfill'd, the callow young, 
Warm'd and expanded into perfect life, | 
Their brittle bondage break, and come to light, 
A helpleſs family, demanding food 

With conſtant chamour: O what paſſions then, 
What melting ſentiments of kindly care, 
On the new parents ſeize l away they fly 
Aſſectionate, and * bear 


670 


* 
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The moſt delicious morſel to their young; 675 
Which equally diſtributed, again 


The ſearch begins. Even ſo a gentle pair, 


By fortune ſunk, but form'd of generous mold, 

And charm'd with cares beyond the vulgar breaſt, 
In ſome lone cott amid the diſtant woods, 680 
Suſtain*d alone by providential HEAVEN, 

Oft, as they weeping eye their infant train, 

Check their own appetites, and give them all. 


— 


Non toil alone they ſcorn: exalting love, 


y the great FATHER OF THE SPRING inſpir'd, 685 
Gives inſtant courage to the fearfid race, 


And to the /imple, art. With ſtealthy wing, 


Should ſome rude foot their woody haunts moleſt, 


Amid a neighbouring buſk they ſilent drop, 


And whirring thence, as if-alarm'd, deceive 690 


Th' unfeeling ſchoolboy; Hence, around the head 


Of wandering ſwain, the white-wing'd plover wheels 
Her ſounding flight, and then directly on 8 


In long excurſion ſkims the level lawn, 


| To tempt him from her neſt. The wild-duck, hence, 
O'er the rough moſs, and o'er the trackleſs waſte 696 


The heath-hen flutters, pious fraud! to lead 
The hot-purſuing ſpaniel far aſtray. | 


BB not the Muſe aſham'd, here to bemoan; 


Her brothers of the grove, by tyrant Man 700 


Inhuman caught, and in the narrow cage 
From en conſin'd, and boundleſs air. 
C3. © Dull. 
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Dull are the pretty flaves, their plumage dull, 
Ragged, and all its brightening luſtre loſt; 
Nor is that ſprightly wildneſs in their notes, 70% 
Which, clear and vigorous, warbles from the beech, 
Oh then, ye friends of love and love-taught ſong, M 
Spare the ſoſt tribes, this barbarous art forbear; 
If on your boſoms mnocence can win | 
Muſic engage, or picty perſuade. 710 


Bur let not chief the nightingale lament 
Her ruin'd care, too delicately fram*d 
To brook the harſh confinement of · the cage. 
Oft when, returning with her loaded bill, 10 
Th' aſtoniſh'd mother finds a vacant neſt, 715 5 
By the hard hand of unrelenting. clowns 
Robb'd, to the ground the vain proviſion falls; 
Her pinions ruffle, and low- drooping ſoarce 
Can bear the mourner to the poplar ſhade ; : 
Where, all abanden'd to deſpair, ſhe ſings 720 
Her ſorrow thro* the night; and, on the bough, Ml 
Sole ſitting, ſtill at every dying fall 
Takes up again her lamentable ſtrain 
Of winding woe; till wide around, the woods 2 
Sigh to her ſong, and with her wail reſound. 725 5 
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Bur now the feather}d youth their former bounds, 
Ardent, diſdain ; and weighing oft their wings, : 
Demand the free poſſeſſion of the ſky : 

This one glad office more, and then diſſolves 5 
Farental love at once, now needleſs grown. #7308 
91 Unla viſt 
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nnn . 
Unlavim Wildons never-works in vain. 
"Tis on ſome evening, ſunny, grateful, mild, 


When nought but balm is breathing thro? the woods, 
With vellow luſtre bright, that the new tribes 

Viſit the ſpacious heavens, and look abroad 735 
| On Nature's common, far as they can ſee, 

Or wing, their range and paſture. O'er the boughs 

| Dancing about, ftill at the. giddy verge 


Their reſolution fails; their pinions ſtill, 


In looſe libration ſtretch'd, to truſt the void 740 


Trembling refuſe: till down before them fly 


The parent- guides, and chide, exhort, command, 
Or puſh them off. The ſurging air receives 


Its plumy burdeh: and their ſelf-taught wings 


Alighted, bolder up again they lead, 

Farther and farther on, the lengthening flight; 
Till vaniſh'd every fear, and every power 
Rouz'd into life and action, light in air 


Winnow bal: element. On ground 745 


Th' acquitted-pyrents ſee their ſoaring race, 7 50 


And once rejoicing never know them more. 


Hic from the ſummit of a craggy cliff, 
Hung o'er the deep, ſuch as amazing frowns 
On utmoſt * Kilda's ſhore, whoſe lonely race 


Reſigns the ſetting ſun to Indian worlds, 7 go 


The royal eagle draws his vigorous young, 
Strong pounc'd, and ardent with paternal fire. 
Now fit to raiſe a * of their on, 


He 
9 The fartheſt of the 8 iſlands of Scotland, 


% 
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He drives them from his fort, the towering ſeat, 
For ages, of his empire; which in peace, 766 
Unſtain'd he holds, while many a league to ſea 

He wings his courſe, and preys in diſtant iſles, 


S$HouULDI my fteps turn to the rural ſeat, 
Whoſe lofty elms, and venerable oaks, 
Invite the rook, whe high amid the bonghs, 765 
In early Spring, his airy city builds, 
And ceaſeleſs caws amuſive; there, well-pleas'd, 
J might the various polity ſurvey | 
Of the mix'd houſhold kind. The carcful hen 
Calls all her chirping family around, 770 
Fed and defended by the fearleſs cock ; 
Whoſe breaſt with ardour flames, as on he walks 
Graceful, and crows defiance. In the pond, 
The finely-cheeker'd duck before her train, 
Rows garrulous. The fiately-ſailing ſwan 775 
Gives out his ſnowy plumage to the gale ; 
And, arching proud his neck, with oary feet 
Bears forward. fierce, and guards his ofier-iſle, 
Protective of his young. The turkey nigh, 
Loud-threatning, reddens; while the peacoek ſpreads 
His every-colour'd glory to the fun, 781 
And ſwims in radiant majeſty along. | 
O'er the whole homely ſcene, the cooing dove 
Flies thick in amorous chace, and wanton rolls 
The glancing eye, and turns the changeſul neck. 785 


WHILE 


FRAN © 
DE Wrrtt thus the gentle tenants of the ſhade 
76a Indulge their purer loves, the rougher world 
Of brutes, below, rufh furious into flame, 
And fierce deſire. Thro' all his luſty veins 
The bull, deep-ſcorch'd, the ragi. paſſion feels. 790 
Ot paſture ſick, and negligent of food, 
Scarce ſeen, he wades among the yellow broom, 
165 While o'er his ample ſides the rambling ſprays 
Luxuriant ſhoot ; or thro? the mazy wood 


I, Dejected wanders, nor th' inticing bud 795 
© Crops, tho? it preſſes on his careleſs ſenſe. 3 
1 And oft, in jealous madning fancy wrapt, 


He ſeeks the fight; and, idly-butting feigns 

His rival gor'd in every knotty trunk. 

[Him ſhould he meet, the bellowing war begins; $06 

heir eyes flaſh fury; to the hollow'd earth, 
Whence the ſand flies, they mutter bloody deeds, 

And groaning deep, th' impetuous battle mix: 

While the fair heifer, halmy- breathing, near, 

Stands kindling up their rage. The trembling ſteed, 

With this hot impulſe ſeiz'd in every nerve, 806 

Nor feels the rein, nor heeds the ſounding thong: 


715 


reads lows are not felt: but toſſing high his head, 
18s And by the well-known joy to diſtant plains 
Attracted ſtrong, all wild he burſts away; ms 
| Oer rocks, and woods, and craggy mountains flies, 
| And, neighing, on the aerial ſummit takes 
. 785 Mrh' exciting gale; then, ſteep deſcending, cleaves 


The headlong torrents foaming down the hills, 
Even where the madneſs of the ſtraiten'd flream 815 
| Turns 
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Turns in black eddies round; ſuch is the foree 
With which his frantic heart and ſine ws ſwell, 


No undelighted by the boundleſs Spring 
Are the broad mor ſters of the foaming deep: 
From the deep ooxe and gelid cavern rous'd, 820 
They flounce and tumble in unwieldy joy. 
Dire were the ſtrain; and diflonant, to ſing: 
The cfuevaptures of the ſavage kind: 

How by this flame their native wrath ſublim'd, + 
They roam, amid the fury of their heart, $2; 
The far-reſounding waſte in fiercer bands, ; 

And growl their horrid loves. But this the theme 
1 ſing, enraptur'd, to the BRITISH Falk 
Forbids, and leads me to the mountain-brow, - 
Where ſits the ſhepherd on the graſſy turf, 830 
Inhaling, healthful, the deſcending ſun. - | 
Around him feeds his many-bleating flock, - 

Of various cadence; and his ſportive lambs, - 

This way and that convolv'd, in friſkful glee, | 5 
Their frolicks play. And now the ſprightly race 83; 3 
| Invites them forth ; -when ſwift; the fi ignal given, 
They ſtart away, and ſweep the maſſy mound 
That runs around the hill; the rampart once 
Of iron war, in ancient barbarous times, A 
When diſanited BRITAIN ever bed, 340 
Loft in eternal broil: ere yet ſhe grew ; 
To this deep-laid indiſſoluble ſtate, 3 

Where Wealth and Commerce lift their golden heads; 
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| And o'er our Wen Liberty and Law, 


: | Impartial, wafch ; the wonder of a world! 3333 
WHar is this mighty Breath, ye ſages, ſay, 
That, in a powerful language, felt not heard, 
Po Inſtructs the fowls-of Heaven; and thro? their breaft 
| | Theſe arts of love diffuſes? What, but Goo? 
Inſpiring GoÞD! who boundlefs Spirit all, 850 
And unremitting Energy, pervades, 

L Adjuſts, ſuſtains, and agitates the whole. 
„He ceafeleſs works alons; and yet alone = 
32 Seems not to work: with ſuch perfection fram'd 
OG Is this complex ftupendous ſcheme of things. 85 5 


But, tho? conceal'd, to every purer eye 
Th' informing Author in his works appears: 

* Chief, lovely Spring, in thee, and thy ſoft ſoenes, 
"FOR The SMILING God is ſeen; while water, earth, 


And air atteſt his bounty; which exalts 860: 


Ihe brute-creation to this finer thought, 
And annual melts their undeſigning hearts 
Profuſely thus in tenderneſs and j Joy. 


9285 STILL tet my ſong a n ame 
And ſing th' infuſive force of Spring on Man; 865: 
When heaven and earth, as if contending, vye 
To raife his being, and ſerene his foul. 
$40 Can he forbear to Join the general ſmile _ 
Of Nature? Can fierce paſſions Nx his breaſt, 


eads; b melody? Hence ! from the bountcous walks 
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While every gale is peace, and every grove $90 


ens 


Of flowing Spring, ye ſordid ſons of earth, 
Hard, and unfeeling of another's woe; 

Or only laviſh to yourſelves ; away ! 5 
But come, ye generous minds, in whoſe wide thought, 
Of all his works, CREATIVE BOUNTY burns 876 
With warmeſt beam; and on your open front 4 
And liberal eye; ſits, from his dark retreat 
Inviting modeſt want. Nor till invok'd _ 4 
Can reſtleſs goodneſs wait; your active ſearch 38.0 
Leaves no cold wintry corner unexplor'd; 2 
Like ſilent- working HEAven, ſurprizing oft 
The lonely heart with unexpected good. 

For you the roving ſpirit of the wind 
Blows Spring abroad; for you the teeming clouds 
Deſcend in gladſome plenty o'er the world; 885 
And the ſun ſheds his kindeſt rays for you, 
Ye flower of human race! In theſe green days, 
Reviving Sickneſs lifts her languid head | 
Life flows afreſh ;:and young-ey/d Health exalts 890 
The whole creation round. Contentment walks : 
The ſunny glade, and feels an inward bliſs. 
Spring o'er his mind, beyond the power of kings 
Ta purchaſe.. Pure ſerenity apace 
Induces thought, and contemplation ſtill. 393 
By ſwift degrees the love of Nature works, 
And warms the boſom; till at laſt ſublim'd 
To rapture, and enthuſiaſtic heat, 
We feel the preſent DEITx, and taſte 5 
The joy of Gon to ſee a happy world ! 90 


— 


THESE 
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Turss are the ſacred feelings of thy heart, 
Thy heart inform'd by reaſon's purer ray, 
oO LYTTELTON, the friend ! thy paſſions thus 
2ught, BY nd meditations vary, as at large, 

876 ourting the Muſe, thro' Hagley Park thou ſtrayeſt; 
Thy Briti/h Tempe There along the dale, 90 
With woods o'er-hung, and ſhagg*d with moſfy rocks, 
Whence on each hand the guſhing waters play, 

And down thé rough caſcade white-daſhing fall, 


38s 


ou ſilent ſteal ; or ſit beneath the ſhade 

df ſolemn oaks, that tuft the ſwelling mounts 
hrown-graceful round by Nature's carelefs hand, 
nd penſive liſten to the various voice 

df rural peace: the herds, the flocks, the birds, 915 
The hollow-whiſpering breeze, the plaint of rills, 
hat, puiling down amid the twiſted roots 

IV hich creep ardund, their dewy murmurs ſhake 
Da the ſooth'd ear. From:theſe abſtracted oft, 
Jou wander thro? the philoſophic world; 920 
There in bright train continual wonders riſe, 

Pr to the curious or the pious eye. | 
Ind oft conducted by hiſtoric truth, 

ou tread the long extent of backward time: 


ind honeſt zeal unwarp'd by party-rage, 
BRITANNIA'S weal; how from the venal gulph 

o raiſe. her virtue, and her arts revive. 

Pr, turning thence thy view, theſe graver thoughts 
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=D: gleam in lengthened viſta thro' the trees, 910 


lanning, with warm benevolence of mind, 923 
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Pe ic Muſes charm: while, with ſure taſte refin*d, 930 
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You draw th' inſpiring breath of ancient ſong ; 
Till nobly riſes, emulous, thy own. : 
Perhaps thy lo- LUCINDA ſhares thy walk, 
With foul to thine ttun'd. Then Nature all 
Wears to the lover's eye a look of love ; 
And all the tumult of a guilty world, 
Toſt by ungenerous paſſions, finks away. 
The tender heart is animated peace; 
And as it pours its copicus treaſures forth, 
In varied converſe, ſoftening every theme, 94d 
You, frequent-pauling, turn, and from her eyes, 
Where meekened ſenſe, and amiable grace, 
Anil lively ſweetneſs dwell, enraptur'd, drink 
That nameleſs ſpirit of ethereal joy, ? 
Unutterable happineſs ! which love, | 99 
Alone, beftows, and on a fawaur'd feav. : 
Meantime you gain the height, from whoſe fair brow 
The burſting proſpect ſpreads immenſe around: Ml 
And ſnatch'd o'er hill and dale, and wood and lawn 
And verdant field, and darkening heath between, 90 - 
And villages emboſom'd ſoſt in trees, 3 
And ſpiry towns by ſurging columns mark'd 
Of houſhold ſmoke, your eye excurfive roams : 1 
Wide-ftretching from the Hall, in whoſe kind haun 
Fhe Hoſpitable Genius lingers ſtill, © Wm 
To where the broken landſkip, by degrees, | 
Aſcending, roughens into rigid hill; 
O'er which the Gambrian mountains, like far clout 
That ſkirt the blue e duiky riſe. 
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ius fs 9 by the ſpirit of the 2 years 960 ; 19 
fow from the virgin" s Theek'a' freſher bloom 
hoots, leſs aria leſs, the live carnation round; 
ler lips bluſſ deeper ſweets ; ſhe breathes of youth; 
The ſhining moiſture ſwells into her eyes, 
In brighter flow; her wiſhing boſom 2 805 5 
With palpitations wild; kind tumults, ſeize 
let veins; and All her yielding:ſoul is love. * 
rom the keen gaze her lover turns — | 
Hull of the dear ecſtatic power, and ſick: - | 
With lighing languiſhment. Ah then, ye fair! 970 1 
Be greatly Latious of your-ſtiding hearts: 1 
Dire not ch' infectious Wake weepleadng looks 2 | i4 
Pon caſt} and low, in meek ſubmiſſion dreſt, | | ö 
But fo}l of guites Let not che fervent tongue, | 
Prompt toddective, with adulation ſmooth, -: = 
Gain on your purpos'd will. Nar in the ber | 
Where wobdb ids faunt, and roſes ſhed a couch, 
While Evening dra ws her crimſon curtains round, 
Truft ybut e ee with en Man. 
f 18 malod 252 

Aub Roth aſpiring! yohuh: 8 5 3 950 
Of the ſmooth $latice beware; for tis too late, 
When on his heart the torrent · ſoftneſs pours, 
Then wiſdorh proftrate lies, and fading fame 
Diſſolves in' Air away'; while the fond a | a » 
Wrapt in gay viſions of unreal bits; - 51s 4 983 - 
Still paints th' illuſive form; che kidding grace; ' 
e the modeſt-feeming Reyes 20 
B B:neatih Whew beautèedus beams; belying heaven, 5 


93 


9408 
Yes, 


| haunt 
955 


cloud 
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Exanimate by love: and then perhaps 


Juſt as he, credulous, his endleſs cares 


Back, from the bending precipice;. or wades 


Should jealouſy its venom once diſſuſe, p 
Tis then delightful miſery no more, 24110 0 
But agony unmix'd, inceſſant gall, mob . 


- Ks 


40 SP'RYW GC: 


In any poſture finds; till the grey morn ... 
Lifts her pale luſtre on the paler wretch, 


Exhauſted Nature finks a while to yt Low 
Still interrupted by diſtracted dreams, | 
That ger the fick imagination ri, 
And in black colours paint the mimic ſcene. 
Oft with th? enchantreſs of his foul he talks ; ; 
Sometimes in crouds diſtreſsd; or if retir'd. tog 
To ſeeret winding eee bowers, 
Far from the dull impertinence of Man, 


Begins to loſe in blind oblivions love: 
Svaten'd from her yielded hand, he knows not how 
Thro' foreſts huge, and long untravel'd heaths, 1061 
With deſolation brown, he wanders waſte, 

In night and tempeſt wrapt ; or ſhrinks aghaſt, 


Theiturbid:Nream below, and ſtrives to reach 206; 
The farther ſhore; Where fuccourles, and fad, 
She with extended arnis his aid implore 
But ftrives in vain ; borne by th? outrageous flood 
To diſtance down; he tides the ridgy wave, 

Or whelm'd beneath the boiling eddy ſinks. 1070 


> 48 Terps wi 
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THESE are the.charmiigmagoniesrof love. 
Whoſe miſery; delights. But thro? the — 


Corroding 


on 


>01 


— 
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HARING 4 


Corroding every thought, and blaſting all 
Love's paradiſe. Xe fairy proſpects, then, 
Ye beds of roſes, and ye bowers of joy, 
Farewel ! Ye gleamings of departed peace, 


| Shine out your laſt! the yellow-tinging men 3 1080 


Internal viſien taints, and in a night 

Of livid gloom imagination. wraps. 

Ah then ;- inſtead. of love-enlivened checks, 

Of ſunny features, and of ardent eyes ; 

With flowing rapture bright, dark looks ſucceed, 
Suffus'd and glaring with untender fire: 10386 
A clouded aſpect, and a burning check, 

Where the whole poiſon'd foul, malignant, fits, 
And frightens love away. Ten thouſand fears. 
Invented wild, ten thouſand frantic views 1090 
Of horrid rivals, hanging on the chamm 


| For which he melts.in fondneſs, eat him up | 
With fervent anguiſh, and*conſuming rage. 23 As 


In vain reproaches lend their idle ads... FO 
Deceitful. ride, and reſolution fran, 1s 
Giving fal py peace a mament. Faney EVE ot 5 
Afreſh, her beauties on his buſy thought. 5 
Her firſt end  twining round the foul,  . 17 
With all the witcheraft of enſnaring love. 
Straight the fierce form involyes his mind: aney WII 100 
Flames thro' the. nerves, and. boils along = veins ; 
While anxious doubt diſtraQs the be ; 
For even the ſad aſſurance of his fears, 72 75 
Were eaſe to what he feels. Thus the warm youth, 


| ome, e wilde, 1105 


 - Thro* 
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id SPRING. 
- Of fevered rapture, or of cruel care ; 


His . moments running ers to nen 
a * 28 701 917 & ff» 


Whom gentler ſtars unite; and in one fate 
»Tis not the coarſer t tie of fn laws, 


'Unnatvral oft, and foreign to the mind, 
That binds their r Peace 3 but harmony itſelf, 


Perfect eſteem ctitiventd by defire i. 


Can anſwer love, and render bliſs ſecure.” 


41 To bleſs himſelf, from fordi@parents buys 
+ tm The loathing virgin, in eternal car, 


| Let barbarous nations, whoſe inhuman love 
1 Is wild deſire, fierce as the ſatis they feel? 


r 


Thro' flowery«tempting” paths, or leads a life 3 


His brighteſt flames extinguiſh'd all, and all . 


Bur hand en the happieſt or their al. 1110 
Their hearts; their fortunes; and their wings Blend. 
| 1115 

Attuning all their paſſions into love Sk ³ 
Where friendfhip full-exerts her ſofteſt — [ 
Ineffable, and ſympathy of ſotl xx bein, 
Thought meeting thought, and will preventing will, 


With boundleſs confidence: for nouglit but love 1141 


Let him, ungenerous, hb, alone intent 15 EN 


85 W/ 


Well-merited, conſume his nights and e 7 1511, 


4 * 
25 , : 


Let eaſtern Writ! from the Tight of Reader: 81. 
Scttiide Their Böfehtt-flaves, miernly Ve reh 
Of à mere, Hfeleſs, Solar f? aux 210! 
| While thoſe whom love cements in holy fal 5 1 
And equal tranſport; Free as Nature 190 50 9: 
Diſdaining fear. *What'is N undd e m, 


Its 
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15 


ill, 


25 


S © RANG»? 43 


Its pomp, its pleaſure, and its nonſenſe-all: 1135 


Who in each other claſp' whatever fair 


High fancy forms, and la viſſiqhearts can wiſh 
Something than beauty dearer, ſhould they look 

Or on the mind, or mind-1llumin'd face; bo 
Truth, goodneſs, honour, harmony, and love, 1140 
The richeft bounty of indulgent. HEAVEN.” 
Meantime a ſmiling offspring riſes round, 

And mingles both their graces. By degrees, + 
The human bloſſom blows ; and every day, 

Soft as it rolls along, ſhews ſome new charm, 1145 
The father's luſtre, and the mother's bloom. 

Then infant reaſon grows apace, and calls 

For the kind hand of an aſſiduous care. 

Delightful taſk ! to rear the tender thought, 

To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, 1150 
To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 


To breathe th? enlivening ſpitit, and to fix 


The generous purpoſe in the glowing breaſt, 


Oh ſpeak the joy! ye, whom the ſudden tear 


Surprizes often, while you look around, 115 5 
And nothing ſtrikes your eye but ſights of bliſs, 
All various Nature preſſing on the heart; 

An elegant ſufficiency, content, 

Retirement, rural quiet, friendſhip, books, 


Eaſe and alternate labour, uſeful life, 1160 


Progreſſive virtue, and approving HEAVEN, 
Theſe are the matchleſs joys of virtuous love; 
And thus their moments fly. The Seaſons thus, 


As ceaſeleſs round a jarring world they roll, 
Still 


— 
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Still find them happy; and confenting SPRING 716; 6 
Sheds her own roſy garland on their heads: 

Till evening comes at laſt, ſerene and mild; 

When after. the long vernal day of life, 

Enamour'd more, as more remembrance ſwells 
With many a proof of recollected love, . 1176 
Together down they ſink in ſocial ſleep; 

Together freed, their gentle ſpirits fly | 

Fo ſcenes where love and bliſs immortal reigty. 


11 , 
. 
* 
- 
4 4 
* 
7 
— * 
* $3 A. 
24 
75 
* ; x 
** 
- 
* 3 f 
£ 
_ 
7 
z 
a * * 
: i F > Þ < wt, 4 * * 1 7 
: a { - 340... e# - 1 4 g 33 4544 Lb + F +» ® 
4 N 
. * 
"= ** Þ-% "2 4 "" 
L 22 " au . 4 = 8 « + 7 2 * $ 0 * * 
| f 7 
£ - =) . 
v $a. 02 Wor * A Freer 7, N fs £64 * ©; -- 1 „ 4 
, % — e 3 „1 11 e 
5 1 Fi 


e 
4 2 $ bt 23 L 4 
% 4 " UP * 
# * 4 
b r 


— 
— — 
— 


—_ * 
— 


* * „ > 9. 
p — — 
: * * * 5 

> — — ET. CI. r 2 £ 
— 2 — rere — 

me Fs WY — ——2— 

2 be — - 1 — 
e A 
” 
* 
— 
„ 


, 
” _ F — 4 : : 
a> A G E 
af — 
* ; ® 
4 * 1 7 
1 | 
= * 
* = 4 * * " 02 
— 4 * — 3 * 0 4 , 
x 1 — * 
7 nd 4 * - 


— - , 
. 
* > » — — 
y a _— 4 - 3 — * =” 9 
* 5 f * 
/ x 4 * 1 — 57 . Ve 99 A * 
»” . 1 * * n 
— * * F - - 7 
- * * * * 


4 , * * - - J ' e * * 
1 5 7 z + 
_ * * . * 7 « 
* od + 7 * * + —— ; 
. — ore g > , 2 * = 
2 - 0 * 1 8 11 * . 2 
r 
- 


8 * ft — ö , ” an? 8 4 
TP — 7 4 1 @ - 5 ; 4; — 
_— * — | u * £4 l * 3 
; - * W rf F £ * * 2, 
— , 9. e "of 
4 =# =” 4 — - f — * 
4 * Fas K 7 1 « 
1 * 44 Mo &© . oF £ 14 1 
* . id F - 4x q 8 . . & Wo! A , 
9 . , 4 * ** 1 i . 


wy * 
oo - 1 
* * * * T. + * n R 8 * . 
on —_ 4 — " * Aa 
5 15 P I - — K as * * — 
* o a of * 
„ " 1 
1 — \ p F * k > . 6 1 
— - 4 1 * ff 3 
” & * \ - wn : FP 2 
4 * 
TA * * Þ 4 AO 2 _ * 
* * +4 4 R 1 - 5 * # — 7 
* 7 * i 
* — 2 aw” 1 4 - - 
o * * * — 9 2 
— Fad e 2 — FL — : 0 
oi * A * N * * ow” — 3 ? F 
oo” on * 


— 
= 5 . — ee. 
=_- 4 . : C 2 
2» 1 * . 2. of 2 2 Pg « — 3 
2 = l 4 . * * ae 
* — o 7 8 * SV &* 
— * 


The Axcuvurxr. 


7 he ſubjed? propoſed. - . Adareſo to N 
Dobix ron. An introductvry reflection on the 
motion of the heavenly bodies 5 whence the ſuc- 
ceſſion of the ſeafons. As the face of Nature in 
this ſeaſon is. almoſt uniform, the progreſs of the 
poem is a defeription of a ſummer's day. The 
dawn. Sun-riſing. Hymn to the ſun. Fore- 
noon. Summer inſectt deſcribed. Hay-making, 
Sheep ſhearing. Noon-days. \ A -vieodland re- 
treat. Groupe of herds and flocks. A folemn 
grove © how it affedts a contemplative mind. 
A cataraet, and rude ſcens. View of Summer 
in the torrid zone. Storm of thunder and light- 
aing. A tale. The ftorm over, a ferene after- 
noon.. Bathing. Hour of walking. Trani. 
tion to the proſpectofa rich avell-cultivated coun- 
try ; which introduces a panegyric on GRBAr 
BrrTain. Sun-ſet. Evening. Night. Sum- 
mer meteors. A comet. The aubole OE 
with the praiſe 2 fo oo 
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ROM brightening fields of ether fair diſclos'd, 
Child of the ſun, refulgent SUMMER comes, 
In pride f youth, and felt thro? Nature's depth: 


He comes attended by the fultry hours, | 
And ever-· fanning Ireraet, on his way.; 48 * 
While, from his ardent look, the turning SPRING 
Averts her blufhful. face; and earth, and-ſkies, 
All-ſmiling, to his hot ane leaves. 

- - HENCE, 1 me « haſte ov! the mid-wood ſhade, 
Where ſcarce a ſun- beam wanders thro' the gloom; 30 
And on the dark green graſs, heſide the brink 
Of haunted ſtream, that by the roots of oak 
Rolls o'er the rocky channel, lie at large, 

And my the Slories of the . * 


5 Tofdiration a 3 thy e r 
By mortal ſeldom found: may Fancy dare, 
From-thy fix d ſerious eye, and raptur'd glance | 


Shot 


q N 
EY Wo 
q 

Y { 
: 
22 

* 
1 
18 
* 
1 

7 

241 % 
"4 

4; 9 ; 
14 
E197. 4 

e 1 
Ki 
oF! 
= 
v1 
160 

in 
4 
is 
1 
', 
4 
it 
| 
4 


1. 


Rs r 


be hen entre 


E 
— rn ie ER Cnr on = 


AGE, 


48 SUMMER. 
= Shot on ſurrounding Mont to ſteal one look. 

| q Creative of the Poet, every power | 
We - Exaliing to an OY of To | 20 
þ j Av. thou, my youthful Muſe 8 A b 1 
3 In whom the human graces all unite: 1 
Wi Pure light of mind, and tenderneſs of heart: 1 
iN f Genius, and wildom ; the gay ſocial ſenſe, | 17 
N By decency chaſtis'd; goodneſs and wit, 25 4 
* In ſeldom- meeting harmony combin'd: 8 
N 1 Unblemiſh'd honour, ahd awaQive'zeal' p 
13 For BRITOx's glory, Liberty, and Man: + 4 
13 O DbpRNGTGNHattend my deen 8 95 
$i Stoop to myitheme, inſpirit every ine, ry 1 
of And Wen ms wy Nr 19 1 Juft appk luſe. 55 N A 
1 * tn y s 7 
1 Winn er an ae ne deten power A. 
6 ; i Vere firſt the unwieldy planets launch'd along Re 
1 TH illimitable void! Thus to remain, Hi 
| jd ö Amid the flux of many thouſand years, 1275 35 Ar 
1 That oft has ſwept the tojling race of Men, lt 5 Hi. 

1 And all their labour'd monuments awayy 2 
| Firm, unremitting, matchleſ, in their courſe; 1 
| To the kind temper'd change of night and TR An 
And of the ſeaſons ever ſtealing round, oy Th. 
_ Minutely faithful; Such TH* ALL-PERFECT Hard To 
That N inpely and rules the ſteady" WHOLE. _ 
T FE ns l rom 7 0 
Wu x now' no mere-th- alternate Febins are fir d, The 
Aud Cancer reddens with the ſolar blaze, | oy 
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SUMMER, 49 


| Short is the doubtful empire of the nicht; 49 


And ſoon obſervant of approaching day, 

The meek-ey' d Morn appears, mother of dews, 
At firſt faint-gleaming in the dappled Eaſt: 
Till far o'er ether ſpreads: the widening glow : 


= And, from before the luſtre of her face, 50 
White break the clouds away. With quickened ſtep, 


Brown Night retires : Young Day pours in apace, 


And opens all the lawny proſpect wide. 


The dripping rock, the mountain's miſty top 
Swell on the ſight, and brighten with the dawn. 5" 
Blue, thro'-the duſk, the ſmoaking currents ſhine; 
And from the bladed field the fearful hare 


Limps, aukward: while along the foreſt glade 
| The wild deer trip, and often turning gaze 


At early paſſenger. Muſic awakes 60 


| The native voice cf undiſſembled joy; 

And thick around the woodland hymns ariſe. 

$ Rous'd by the cock, the ſoon-clad ſhepherd leaves 
| His moſſy cottage, where with Peace he dwells ; 
And from the crouded fold, in order, drives 65 


His flock, to taſte the verdure of the morn. 


FALSELY luxurious, will- not Man awake; 


And, ſpringing from the bed of ſloth, enjoy 
The cool, the fragrant, and the ſilent hour, 
To meditation due and facred fong? 70 


4 


For is there aught in ſleep can charm the wiſe? 


To lie in dead oblivion, loſing half 
The fleeting moments of too ſhort a life: 
E Total 


- * ; 4 * 


50 SU M M E RX. 
Total extinction of th* enlightened ſoul ! 

Or elſe to feveriſh vanity alive, 7 
Wildered, and toſſing thro” diſtemper'd dreams ? 
Who would in ſuch a gloomy ſtate remain 
Longer than Nature craves ; when every Muſe 


And every blooming pleaſure wait without, 
'To bliſs — wildly-devious morning-walk ? 1 


Bur 1 comes the powerful King: of Day, 
Rejoicing in the eaſt. The leſſening cloud, 
'The kindling azure, and the mountain's brow 
Illum'd with fluid gold, his near approach. 
Betoken glad. Lo; now, apparent all, 83 
Aſlant the dew-bright earth, and colour'd air, 
He looks in boundleſs majeſty abroad; 
And ſheds the ſhining day, that burniſh'd plays 
On rocks, and hills, and towers, andwandering ſtreams, 
High gleaming from afar. Prime chearer Light! 90 
Of all material beings firſt, and beſt 
Efflux divine! Nature's refplendent robe? 
Without whoſe veſting beauty all were wrapt 
In uneſſential gloom; and thou, O Sun! 
Soul of ſurrounding worlds! in whom beſt ſeen 93 
Shines out thy Maker ! may I _— thee ? 2 


'Tis by thy a ſtrong, attraQive force,” 
As with a chain indiſſoluble bound, 
Thy Syſtem rolls entire: from the far bourne 
Of utmoſt Saturn, wheeling wide his round 100 
Of thirty years; to Mercury, whole diſk. 
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SUMMER. . 51 
Can ſcarce be caught by philoſophic eye, 


| Loſt in the near effulgence pt thy blaze. 


INFORMER of the planetary train! | 
Without whoſe quickening glance their cumbrous orbs 


Were brute unlovely mals, inert and dead, 106 


And not, as now, the green abodes of life!. 
How many forms of being wait on thee, 


| Inhaling ſpir it; from th? unfetter*'d mind, 
| By thee ſublim'd, down to the daily race, 110 


The mixing myriads of thy ſetting beam. 


Tux vegetable world is alſo thine, 


Parent of Seaſons l wha the pomp precede 


That waits thy throne, as tliro' thy vaſt domain 
Annual, along the bright ecliptic road, 113 
In world-rejoicing ſtate, it moves ſublime. 


Mean- time, th? expecting nations, circled gay 


with all the various tribes of foodſul earth, 
Implore thy bounty, or ſend grateful up 
A common hymn : while, round thy beaming car, 120 


High- ſeen, the S. gong lead, in ſprightly dance 
Harmonious knit, the roſy- finger d Hours, 
The Zephyrs floating looſe, the timely Rains, 

| Of bloom ethereal the light-footed Deaus, | 
And ſoftened into joy the ſurly Storms. 125 


Theſe, in ſucceſſive turn, with laviſh hand, 


| Shower every beauty, every fragrance ſhower, 
| Herbs, flowers, and fruits; till, kindling at thy touch, 


From — to land is fluſh'd the ver nal year. 5 
E 2 Nox 


32 SUMMER: 


Nos to the ſurface of enliven'd earth, 13 


Graceful with. hills and dales, and leafy woods, 
Her liberal treſſes, is thy force confin'd: 

But, to the bowel'd cavern darting deep, 

Fhe mineral kinds confeſs thy mighty power. 


Effulgent, hence the veiny marble ſhines ; r;: 
Hence Labour drawshis tools; hence burniſh'd War | 


Gleams on the day; the nobler works of Peace 
Hence bleſs mankind; and generous Commerce binds 
The round of nations in a golden chain. 


Tux unfruitful rock itſelf, impregn'd by thee, 140 


In dark retirement forms the lucid tone, 
The lively Diamond drinks thy pureſt rays, 
Collected light, compact; that, poliſh'd bright, 
And all its native luſtre let abroad, 
Dares, as it ſparkles on the fair- one's breaſt, T4; 
With vain ambition emulate her eyes. 
At thee the Ruby lights its deepening glow, 
And with a waving radiance inward flames. 
From thee the Sapphire, ſolid ether, takes 
Its hue cerulean; and of evening tinct, 150 
The purple-ſtreaming Amethyſt is thine. 
With thy own ſmile the yellow Topaz burns. 

Nor deeper verdure dyes the robe of Spring, 
When firſt ſhe gives it to the ſouthern gale, 
Than the green Emerald ſhows. But, all combin'd, 
Thick thro' the whitening Opal play thy beams; 156 
Or, flying ſeveral from its ſuriace, form _ 
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A trembling variance of revolving hues, 
As ho: ſite varies in the gazer's ans | 


Tun very dead creation, from thy PTY 
Aſſumes a mimic life. By thee refin'd, 


8 In brighter mazes the relucent ſtream 
Plays o'er the mead. The precipice abrupt, 


Projecting horror on the blackened flood, 
Softens at thy return. The deſart joys: 


Wildly, thro? all his melancholy bounds. 


Rude ruins glitter ; and the briny deep, 
Seen from ſome pointed promontory's top, 
Far to the blue horizon's utmoſt verge, 
Reſtleſs, reflects a floating gleam. But this, 


And all the much- tranſported Mule can fing, 


Are to thy beauty, dignity, and uſe, 
Unequal far; great delegated ſource. 


er light, and life, and grace, and joy below! 


How ſhall I then attempt to ſing of HIM! 
Who, LIGHT HIMSELF, in uncreated light 
Inveſted deep, dwells awfully retir'd 


From mortal eye, or angel's purer ken; 


Whoſe ſingle ſmile has, from the firſt of time, 
Fila, overflowing, all thoſe lamps of Heaven, 


| That beam for ever thro? the boundleſs ſky : 


But, ſhould he hide his face, th” aſtoniſh'd fun, 


And all the extinguiſh'd ſtars, would looſening reel 
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Wide from their 3 and Chaos e come ruin. 
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AND yet was every faultering tongue of Man, J 
AL MIGHTY FATHER ! filent in thy praiſe; 
Thy works themſelves would raiſe a general voice, 
Even in the depth of ſolitary woods 
By human foot untrod; proclaim thy power, - 
And to the quire celeftial THREE reſound 190 
Th' eternal e and end of all! 


To me be Nature's 3 broad diſplay'd; 
And to peruſe its all- inſtructing page, 
Or, haply catching inſpiration thence, | 
Some eaſy paſſage, raptur d, to tranſlate, 195 
My ſole delight; as thro' the falling glooms | 
Penſive I ſtray, or. with the riſing dawn. 
On Fancy's eagle- wing excurſive ſoar. 


— 


Now, flaming up the heavens, the potent ſun | 
Melts into limpid air the high-rais*'d clouds, 200 
And morning fogs, that hovered round the hills 
In party-colour'd bands; till wide unveiFd- 

The face of Nature ſhines, from where earth ſeems, 


Far-ftretch'd around, to meet the bending ſphere. 


HALF in a bluſh of cluſtering roſes-loſt, 2&5 
Dew-dropping Coolneſi to the ſhade retires ; 
There, on the verdant turf, or flowery bed, 


By gelid founts and careleſs rills to muſe-;- 
_ While tyrant Heat, diſpreading thro? the ſky,. 


With rapid ſway, his burning influence darts 210 
On 928 and and — and tepid fiream. 
Wo 
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Wo can unpitying ſee the flowery race, 
Shed by the morn, their new- fluſn'd bloom ella 


Before the parching beam? So fade the Fair, 


When fevers revel thro' their azure veins. 215 


But one, the lofty follower of the ſun, 


Sad when he fets, ſhuts up her yellow leaves, 


Drooping all night; and when he warm returns, 


Foints her enamour d n to his ray. 


Hou 1 his DR a taſk, the Grin retreats; - 


His flock before him ſtepping: to the fold; 221 
While the full-udder*d mother lows around 

The chearful cottage, then expecting food, 

The food of innocence, and health? The daw, 


The rook and magpie, to the grey-grown oaks 225 
That the calm; village in their verdant arms, 
Sheltering, embrace, direct their lazy flight; 


Where on the mingling boughs they ſit embower'd, 
All the hot noon, till cooler hours ariſe. 

Faint, underneath, the houſhold fowls convene ; 230 h 
And, in a corner of the buzzing ſluade, . 

The houſe-dog, with the. vacant greyhound, Sw: 
Out-ſtrech'd, and ſleepy. In his ſlumbers one 
Attacks the nightly thief, and one exults 


Ober hill and dale; till, wakened by the waſp, 2 33 
They ſtarting ſnap. Nor ſhall the Muſe Ann 


To let the little noiſy ſummer- race 
Live in her lay, and flutter thro? her ſong: 
Not mean tho? fimple ; to the ſun ally'd, 


From him they draw their animating fire. 240 


Wak'p 


i > 3 — 
— — — 2 ˙——¶ 
_ 


Fo higher life ;- by myriads, forth at once, 


Are ſnatch'd immediate by the quick-ey'd trout, 


In the freſh leaf. Luxurious, others make 
The meads their choice, and viſit every flower, 
And every latent herb: for the ſweet taſk, 


| In 
Wich powerlefs wings around them wrapt, expire. 0 
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Wak'p by his warmer ray, the reptile young” 
Come wing'd abroad; by the light air upborn, 
Lighter, and full of foul. From every chink, 


And ſecret corner, where they ſlept away 
The wintry ſtorms; or riſing from their tombs, 2435 


Swarming they pour; of all the vary'd hues 
Their beauty-beaming parent can diſcloſe... 
Ten thouſand forms! ten thouſand different tribes ! 
People the blaze. To ſunny waters ſome 250 
By fatal inſtinct fly; where on the pool ; 
They, ſportive, wheel; or, ſailing down the ftream,. | 


Or darting ſalmon,” Thro? the green-wood glade 
Some love to ſtray; there lodg'd, amus'd and fed, 255 


To propagate their kinds, and where to wrap, 

In what ſoft beds, their young yet undiſclos'd, 260 
Employs their tender care. Some to the houſe, 
The fold, and dairy, hungry, bend their flight; 

Sip round the pail, or taſte the curdling cheeſe: 

Oft, inadvertent, from the milky ſtream | | 
They meet their fate; or, weltering in the bowl, 265 


; . 
Bur chief to heedleſs flies the window proves Ea 
A conſtant death; where, gloomily retir'd, on 


e villain ſpider lives, eunning, and Herce,. .,. | 
Mixture ; 
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Mixture abhor'd! Amid a mangled heap 270 
Of carcaſſes, in eager watch he ſits, * 


; O'crlooking all his waving ſnares around. 

Near the dire cell the dreadlefs wanderer oft 
Paſſes, as oft the ruffian ſhows his front; 
Tae prey at laſt enſnar'd, he dreadful darts, 275 


With rapid glide, along the leaning line; 


| And, ſixing in the wretch his cruel fangs, 


Strikes backward grimly pleas'd: the fluttering wing, 
And ſhriller ſound declare extreme diſtreſs, 


And aſk the helping hoſpitable hand. 280 


RE$6UuNDs the living ſurface of the ground: 
Nor undelightful is the ceaſeleſs hum, 


To him who muſes thro? the woods at noon ;- 


Or drowſy ſhepherd, as he lies reclin'd, 


With half-ſhut eyes, beneath the floating made 283 
Of willows grey, de een o'er the brook. 


Ghanus from theſe what numerous kinds deſcend, . 


Evading even the microſcopic eye! 
Full Nature ſwarms with life; one-wondrous maſs 
Of animals, or atoms organiz'd, 290 


Waiting the vital Breath, when PARENT-HEAVEN. 


Shall bid his ſpirit blow. The hoary fen, 
In putrid ſtreams, emits the living cloud 
Of peſtilence. Thro? ſubterranean cells, 


Where ſearching ſun-beams ſcarce can find a way, 295 


Earth animated heaves, The flowery leaf 
Wants not its ſoft inhabitants. Secure 
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Within its winding citadel, the ſtone + 
Holds multitudes. But chief the foreſt-boughs, 
That dance unnumber'd to the playful breeze, 300 
The downy orchard, and the melting pulp. 
Of mellow fruit, the nameleſs nations feed. 
Of evaneſcent inſets. Where the pool 

Stands mantled o'er with green, inviſible, 
Amid the floating verdure millions ſtray. 305 
Each liquid too, whether it pierces, ſooths, 
Inflames, refreſhes, or exalts the taſte, 
With various forms abounds. Nor is the ſtream 
Of pureſt cryſtal, nor the lucid air, 
Tho? one tranſparent vacancy it ſeems, 310 
Void of their unſeen. people, Theſe, conceal'd. 
By the kind art of forming HEAVEN, eſcape 
The groſſer eye of Man: for, if the worlds 
In worlds inclos*d ſhould on his ſenſes burſt, 
From cates ambroſial, and the nectar'd bowl, 313 
Ile would abhorrent turn; and in dead night, 

When ſilence ſleeps o'er all, be ſtunn'd with noiſe. 
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Le no preſuming impious railer tax 
CREATIVE W1SDOM, as if aught was form'd 
In vain, or not for admirable ends. 320 
Shall little haughty ignorance pronounce 
His works unwiſe, of which the ſmalleſt part 
Exceeds the narrow viſion of her mind? 
As if upon a full proportion'd dome, 
On ſwelling columns heav'd, the pride of art! 325 61 
A critic-fly, whole feeble ray ſcarce ſpreadlss ẽ 81 
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An inch around, with blind preſumption bold, 
© Should dare to tax the ſtructure of the whole. 


And lives the Man, whoſe univerſal eye * 


| : Has ſwept at once th*-unbounded ſcheme of things ; 
= Mark'd their dependence ſo, and firm accord, 331 
As with unfaultering accent to conclude 

That u availeth nought ? Has any ſeen - 

The mighty chain of beings, leſſening down 


From INFINITE PERFECTION to the brink 335 


Of dreary Nothing, deſolate abyſs ! 

2 From which aſtoniſn'd thought, recoiling, turns? 
Till then alone let zealous praiſe aſcend, 

And hymns of holy wonder, to that PowER, 

= Whoſe wiſdom ſhines as lovely on our minds, 340 
As on our ſmiling eyes his ſervant-ſun. LEE 


| THICK in yon ſtream of light, a thouſand ways, 
E Upward and downward, thwarting, and convolv'd, 
The quivering nations ſport ; till, tempeſt-wing*d, 
Fierce Winter ſweeps them from the face of day. 345 


Even fo luxurious Men, unheeding, paſs 


An idle ſummer life in fortune's ſhine, 
A ſeaſon's glitter! Thus they flutter on 
From toy to toy, from vanity to vice; 


Till, blown away by death, oblivion comes 3356 
Behind, and ſtrikes them from the book of life. 


Now ſwarms the village o'er the jovial mead; . 


© The ruſtic youth, brown with meridian toil, 
Healthful and firong ; full as the fummer-roſe 


Blown 
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Half naked, ſwelling en the fight, and all 

Her kindled graces burning o'er-her cheek. 
Even ſtooping age is here; and infant-hands 
Trail the long rake, or, with the fragrant load 


O'ercharg'd, amid the kind oppreſſion roll. 360 E 


Wide flies the tedded grain ; all in a row 
Advancing broad, or wheeling round the field, 
They ſpread the breathing harveſt to the ſun, 
That throws refreſhful round a rural ſmell: 


Or, as they rake the green-appearing: ous, 3869 


And drive the duſky wave along the mead, 
The ruſſet hay- cock riſes thick behind, 

In order gay. While heard from dale to dale, 
Waking the breeze, reſounds the blended voice 


Of happy labour, love, and ſocial glee. 32 


O ruſhing thence, in one difſuſive band, 

They drive the troubled flocks, by many a dog 
Compell'd, to where the mazy- running brook 
Forms a deep pool; hi bank abrupt and high, 
And that fair- ſpreading in a pebbled ſhore. 273 
Urg'd to the.giddy brink, much is the toil, 

The clamour much, of men, and boys, and dogs, 
Ere the ſoft fearful people to the flood | 
Commit their woolly fides. And oft the ſwain, 
On ſome impatient ſeizing, hurls them in: 380 
Embolden'd then, nor heſitating more, 

Faſt, faſt they plunge amid the flaſhing wave, 

And panting labour to the fartheſt ſhore. 
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Repeated this, till deep the well-waſh'd fleece 


Mas drunk the flood, and from his lively haunt 385 
The trout is baniſh'd by the ſordid ſtream; 

Heavy, and dripping, to the breezy brow 

Slow move the harmleſs race: where, as they ſpread 
Their ſwelling treaſures to the ſunny ray, ; 

taly diſturb'd, and wondering what this wild 390 
Outrageous tumult means, their loud complaints 
The country fill; and, toſs'd from rock to rock, 
Inceſſant bleatings run around the hills. 

At laſt, of ſnowy white, the gathered flocks 

Are in the wattled pen innumerbus preſs'd, 395 
Head above head: and, rang'd in luſty rows 

The ſhepherds fit, and whet the founding ſhears. 
The houſervife waits to roll her fleecy ſtores, 

With all her gay-dreſt maids attending round. 

One, chief, in gracious dignity enthron'd, 400 
Shines o'er the reſt, the paſtoral queen, and rays 


= Her ſmiles, ſweet-beaming, on her ſhepherd-king ; 
While the glad circle round them yield their fouls 
| To feſtive mirth, and wit that knows no gall. 

ZE Meantime, their joyous taſk goes on apace: 405 


Some mingling ſtir the melted tar, and fome, 


Deep on the new-ſhorn vagrant's heaving ſide, 


To ſtamp his maſter's cypher ready ſtand : 
Others th' unwilling wether drag along; 
And, glorying in his might, the ſturdy boy 410 
Holds by the twiſted horns th' indignant ram. i 
Behold where bound, and of its robe bereft, 


| By needy Man, that all- depending lord, 


1 | Hove 


62  SUMME R. 

How meek, how patient, the mild creature lies 

What ſoftneſs in its melancholy face, 415 
What dumb complaining innocence appears! 35 


Fear not, ye gentle tribes, tis not the knife 
Of horrid ſlaughter that is o' er you wav'd; 5 
No, 'tis the tender ſwain's well - guided ſhears, Sq 
Who having now, to pay his annual care, 420 
Borrowed your fleece, to you a cumbrous load, - 
Will ſend you bounding to your hills again. 5 


A SIMPLE ſcene ! yet hence BRITANNIA ſees 

Her ſolid grandeur riſe: hence ſhe commands 

Th' exalted ſtores of every brighter clime, 425 
The treaſures of the Sun without his rage: 5 
Hence, fervent all, with culture, toil, and arts, Be 
Wide glows her land: her dreadful thunder hence 
Rides o'er the waves ſublime, and now, even now, 
Impending hangs o'er Gallia's humbled coaſt; 430 
Hence rules the circling deep, and awes the world. 


 *T1s raging Noon; and, vertical, the Sun ; 

Darts on the head direct his forceful rays. = 

O'er heaven and earth, far as the ranging eye 8 

Can ſweep, a dazzling deluge reigns; and all 433 ꝶ ö 

From pole to pole is undiſtinguiſh'd blaze. 

In vain the fight, dejected to the ground, 

Stoops for relief; thence hot aſcending ſteams 

And keen reflection pain. Deep to the root 

Of vegetation parch'd, the cleaving fields 440 

And ſlippery lawn an arid hue diſcloſe, 1 
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Blaſt Fancy's blooms, and wither even the Soul, 


+ Echo no more returns the chearful found 


Of ſharpening ſcythe : the mower ſinking heaps 
Oe'r him the humid hay, with flowers perfum'd ; 445 
And ſcarce a chirping graſs-hopper is heard 


© Thro' the dumb mead. Diſtreſsful Nature pants. 


The very ſtreams look languid from afar ; 
Or, thro* th? unſhelter'd glade, impatient, ſeem + 
To hurl into the covert of the grove. A50 


ALL-CONQUERING Heat, oh intermit thy wrath ! 
And on my throbbing temples potent thus 
Beam not ſo fierce ! Inceſſant fill you flow, 
And ſtill another fervent flood ſucceeds, 
Pour'd on the head profuſe. In vain I figh, 454 
And reſtleſs turn, and look around for Night; 


Night is far off; and hotter hours approach. 


Thrice happy he ! who on the ſunleſs ſide 

Of a romantic mountain, foreſt-crown'd, 

B-neath tke whole colleRed ſhade reclines : 460 
Or in the gelid caverns, woodbine-wrought, 

And freſh bedew*'d with ever-ſpouting ſtreams, 

Sits coolly calm ; while all the world without, 
VUnfatisfied, and ſick, toſſes in noon. 


Emblem inſtructive of the virtuous man, 465 


Who keeps his temper'd mind ſerene, and pure, 
And every paſſion aptly harmoniz'd, 
Amid a jarring world with vice inſlam'd. 
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WELComs, ye ſhades! ye bowery thickets, ball! 
Ye-lcftty pines! ye venerable oaks !- 479 


Ye aſhes wild, reſounding o'er the ſteep ! 

Delicious is your ſhelter to the ſoul, 

As to the hunted hart the ſallying ſpring, 

Or ſtream full-flowing, that his ſwelling ſides 
Laves, as he floats along the herbag'd brink. 475 
Cool, thro” the nerves, your pleaſing comfort glides; 
The heart beats glad; the freſh-expanded eye 
And ear reſume their Watch; the ſinews knit; 
And life ſhoots ſwiit. thro? all the lightened limbs, 


AROUND th' adjoining breok, that purls along 480 
The vocal grove, now fretting o'er a rock, 
Now ſcarcely moving thro? a reedy pool, 
Now ſtarting to a ſudden ſtream, and now 
Gently, diifus'd into a limpid plain; 
A. various: groupe the herds and flocks compoſe, 48; 
Rural confufion ! On the graſly bank 
Some ruminating lie; while others ſtand . 
Half in the flood, and often bending ſip 
The circling ſurface. In the middle droops 
The ftrong laborious ox, of honeſt front, 490 
Which incompos'd he ſhakes; and from his ſides 
The troublous inſets laſhes with his tail, 
Returning, ſtill. Amid his ſubjects ſafe, 
Slumbers the monarch-ſwain ; his careleſs arm 
Thrown round his head, on downy moſs ſuſtainꝰd ; 495 
Here laid his ſerip, with wholeſome viands fill'd; 
There, liſtening every noiſe, his watchful dog. 
5 Lick 


* 


. I WIS EPR, LATTE PEEP WS OY nn tn 


8 } * N WIN WA {gh Xs 8 8 * 8 N 3 35 2 OS ns l „ Ot 25 Se? 2 
7VTTV%TVVVTVCTCTC 0 LI RS 8 TEST „ „ „ C4 I gs . c LONDON es COTE 
CERT Era Re RO „ Re OS IPEE EIS 5 FROEPS SR CO SILSY Ln BEOS = od FT ES ok OT Cf.. OS 
Oe ene EE I Wn Ss 19. Wee. 5 SA EONS 00 eg . e c DF: 1 +. 
E 2 2 N * N N . : 4 A Wen "$I 2 — 2 3 5 8 1 N. 
* OS - L 2 a 7 5 y K N < ö A * 2 


a TIE 2 
D 2 ha SN 
e e pe 


. © rw ,* oa 


« r WORE LIES 


85 


190 


HP 


© Proceeding, runs low-bellowing round the hills. 505 


Darts on the gloomy flood, with ſteadfaſt eye, 510 
And heart eſtrang'd to fear: his nervous cheſt, 

- Luxuriant, and erect, the ſeat of ſtrength ! 
Bears down th' oppoſing ſtream : quenchleſs his thirſt; 
He takes the river at redoubled dravghts; 

And with wide noſtrils, ſnorting, ſkims the wave. 515 


2 Of yonder grove, of wildeſt largeſt growth: 

That, forming high in air a woodland quire, 

Nods o'er the mount beneath. At every ſtep, 

E Solemn, and flow, the ſhadows blacker fall, 520 
- | And all is awful liſtening gloom around. 


f | The ſcenes where ancient bards th' inſpiring breath, 
Ecſtatic, felt; and, from this world retir d, 


8 MME R. 65 1 
Licur fly his lumbers, if perchance a flight 1 


” Of angry gad-flies faſten on the herd; 


5 That ſtartling ſcatters from the ſhallow brook, $500 | 
+] 1 


In ſearch of laviſh ſtream. Toſſing the foam, 

They ſcorn the keeper's voice, and ſcour the _ , 

| Thro? all the bright ſeverity of noon ; 

| While, from their labouring breaſts, a hollow moan 


OFT in this ſeaſon too the horſe, provok'd, 


While his big ſine ws full of ſpirits ſwell, | 
2 Trembling with vigour, in the heat of blood, i 
= Springs the high fence; and, o'er the field effus'd, ö 


STILL let me pierce into the midnight depth 


Tus are the haunts of Meditation, theſe 
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Convers'd with angels, and immortal forms, 525 
On gracious errands bent: to ſave the fall 

Of virtue ſtruggling on the brink of vice; 

Ir waking whiſpers, and repeated dreams, 

To hint pure thought, and warn the favour'd ſoul 
For future trials fated to prepare 530 
To prompt the poet, who devoted gives 

His muſe to better themes; to ſoothe the pangs 
Of dying worth, and from the patriot's breaſt, 
(Back ward to mingle in deteſted war, 

But foremoſt when engag'd) to turn the death; 533 
And numberleſs ſuch offices of love, - 
Daily, and nightly, zealous to perform. 


Snook ſudden from the boſom of the ſky, 
A thouſand ſhapes. or glide along the duſk, 
Or- ſtalk majeſtic on. Deep-rous'd, I feel $490 
A ſacred terror, a ſevere delight, 5 


Creep thro? my mortal frame; and thus, methinks, 


A voice, than human more, th* abſtracted ear 

Of fancy ſtrikes:— “ Be not of us afraid, 

« Poor kindred Man! thy fellow · creatures, we 545 
« From the ſame PARENT-PowERour beings drew, 
« The ſame our Lord, and laws, and great purſuit: 
44% Once ſome of us, like thee, thro” ſtormy life, 

& Toild, tempeſt-beaten, ere we could attain 

« This holy calm, this harmony of mind, 550 
Where purity and peace immingle charms. 


« Then fear not us; but with reſponſive ſong, . 
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4 « By noify folly and diſcordant vice, 14 
„ Of Nature fing with. us, and Nature's GoD, 555 | 
« Here frequent, at the viſionary hour, | x 
„When muſing midnight rergns-or ſilent noon, . . iﬆf 
|; 6 Angelic harps are in full concert heard, „ ( 
And voices chaunting from the wood-crown d hill, 1 
5 . deepening dale, or inmoſt ſylvan glade: 560 4 
A privilege beſtow'd by us, alone, 1 
On contemplation, or the hallow'd ear | 
5 & Of Poet, ſwelling, to ſeraphic ſtrain.” 


525 


535 


Ay art thou, * STANLEY, of that ſacred band? 
Alas, for us too ſoon! tho! rais*d above 565: 
7 The reach of human pain, above the flight. | 
Of human joy; yet, with a mingled ray 

15 Of ſadly-pleas'd remembrance; muſt thou feel 

= A mother's love, a mother's tender woe: 

5 Who ſeeks thee ſtill, in many a former ſcene; 570 

I Seeks thy fair form, thy lovely-beaming eyes, . 
Thy pleaſing: converſe, by gay lively ſenſe- 

7 a pon where moral OY xr 


540 
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in all her ſmiles, an dete forbidding 8 + .5F 
S But, O thou beſt of parents! wipe thy tears; 

7 Or rather to PARENFAL NATVURE pay 

The tears of grateful joy, who for a While 

550 Lent thee. this younger ſelf, this opening bloom 
A young lady, well known to the author, ub died at 
= the age of eighteen, in the year 1738. h 
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Of thy enlightened mind and gentie worth. $89 $2 


Believe the Muſe : the wintry blaſt of death 
Kills not the buds of virtue ; no, they fpread 
Beneath the heavenly beam of brighter ſuns, 
Thro' endleſs ages, into bee powers. 


Tus up the mount, in airy viſion mats 585 
I firay, regardlefs whither; till the ſound 
Of a near fall of water every ſenſe 
Wakesfromthecharmoſthought: ſwift-ſhrinkingback, 
I check wy ſteps, and view the broken ſcene. 


SMOOTH to the ſhelving brink a copious flood 590 
Rolls fair, and placid ; where collected all, 
In one impetuous torrent, down the ſteep 
It thundering ſhoots, and ſhakes the country round: 
At brſt, an azure ſheet, it ruſhes broad: 
Then whitening by degrees, as prone it falls, 595 


And from the loud-refounding rocks below 


Daſh'd in a cloud of foam, it ſends aloft 

A hoary miſt, and forms a ceaſeleſs ſhower. 

Nor can the tortur*d wave here find repoſe : 

But, raging till amid the ſhaggy rocks, 600 
Now flaſhes o'er the ſcatter'd fragments, now 
Aflant the hollowed channel rapid darts; 

And falling faſt from gradual ſlope to Nope, 

With wild infracted courſe, and leſſened roar, 

It gains a ſafer bed, and ſteals, at laſt, 605 
Along the maaes of the quiet vale, 


IN vir E 


1 


95 


20 


mit- by afflictive noon, diforder'd di oop, 
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vi ED from the cliff, to whoſe dark brow 


5 He clings, the ſteep- aſcending eagle ſoars, 
with upward pinions thro? the flood of day; 


And, giving full his boſom to the blaze, 610 
4 Gains on the ſun ; while all the tuneful race, 
\ 


Deep i in the thicket ; or, from bower to bower 

7 Refponſive, force an interrupted train. 

The ſtock- dove only thro? the foreſt cobes, 6195 
EZ Mournfully hoarſe; oft ceaſing from his plaint, 

EZ Short interval of weary woe! again 

The ad idea of his murder'd mate, 

Struck from his fide by ſavage fowler's guile, 


A louder ſong of Grow thro” the grove, 
X 
5 Bzstog the dewy border let me ſit, 
4 AN in the freſhneſs of the humid air; 
E; There i in that hollowed rock, groteſque and wild, 
An ample chair moſs-lin'd, and over head 625 
By flowering umbrage ſhaded ; where the hee 
5 | Strays dinigent, and with th? extracted balm 
7 Of tragrant woodbine load his little thigh. 


25 
7 


Now, while I taſte the ſweetneſs of the fade, 


E While Nature lies around deep-lulPd in Noon, 63e 


5 No come, bold Fancy, ſpread a daring flight, 
And view the wonders of the forrid Zone : 
chimes unrelenting ! with whoſe rage compar'd, 


n blaze is fecble, and yon Kies are cool. 
| SEE 


; Acroſs his fancy comes; and then reſounds 620 
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SEE, how at once the bright-effulgent fun, 63 
Riſing direct, ſwift chaſes from the ſky 


70 


The ſhort-liv'd twilight ; and with ardent blaze 


Looks gayly fierce thro' all the dazzling air: 

He mounts his throne ; but kind before him ſends, 
Iſſuing from out the portals of the morn, 640 
The * general Breeze, to mitigate his fire, 
And breathe refreſhment on a tainting world. 
Great are the ſcenes, with dreadful beauty crown 
And barbarous wealth, that ſee, each eireling year, 
Returning ſuns and F double ſeaſons pals: 64 
Rocks rich in gems, and mountains big with mines, 
That on the high equator ridgy rife, 

Whence many a burſting fiream auriferous plays; 
Majeſtic woods, of every vigorovs green, - 

Stage above ſtage, high-waving o'cr the hills; 69 
Or to the far horizon wide diffus'd, 

A boundleſs deep immenſity of ſhade. 

Here lofty trees, to ancient ſong unknown, 

The noble ſons of potent heat and floods 654 


G * 


* Which blows conſtantly between the tropics fron 


the Eaſt, or the collateral points, the North-Eaſt and 


- South-Eaſt : cauſed by the preſſure of the rarefied ar E 
on that before it, according to the diurnal motion of tie 


Sun from Faſt to Weft. 
+ In all climates between the Tropics, 115 Sun, 2 


be paſſes and repaſſes in his annual motion, is twice # 


- ear vertical, which produces this effect. Thi 
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Frone-ruſhing from the clouds, rear high to Heaven 
heir thorny ſtems, and broad around them throw 
; Wicridian gloom. Here, in eternal prime, 

: nnumber'd fruits, of keen delicious taſte 

; Aud vital ſpirit, drink amid the cliffe, 

And burning ſands that bank the ſhrubby vales, 660 


co Fetoubled day, yet in their rugged coats 
þ A friendly juice to cool its rage contain. 
wn't x ! 
_ £ BEAR me, Pomona! to thy citron groves ; 
g 0 To where the lemon and the piercing lime, 
5% Frith the deep orange, glowing thro' the green, 665 
inen ._.. 8 Re 
Their lighter glories blend. Lay me reclin'd 
3 Peneath the ſpreading tamarind that ſhakes, 
88 
Fann'd by the breeze, its fever - cooling fruit. 
mo Peep in the night the maſſy locuſt ſheds, 


$8 vench my hot limbs; or lead me thro' the maze, 60 
EEmbowering endleſs, of the Indian fig; 

: r thrown at gayer eaſe, on ſome fair brow, 

Let me behold, by breezy murmurs cool'd, 

e o'er my head the verdant cedar wave, 

And high palmetos lift their graceful ſhade. 675 
O ftretch'd amid theſe orchards of the ſan, 

Give me to drain the cocoa's milky bowl, 

And from the palm to draw its freſhening wine ! 
More bounteous far than all the frantic juice 
Which Bacchus pours. Nor, on its ſlender twigs 680 
Low- bending, be the full pomegranate ſcorn'd ; 

x Wer, creeping thro? the woods, the gelid race 

Of berries, Oft 3 in humble tation dwells | 
Unboaſtful 
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Unboaſtful worth, above faſtidious pomp. 
Witneſs, thou beſt Anana, thou the pride 
Of vegetable life, beyond Whate' er 

The poets imag'd in the golden age; 
Quick let me ſtrip thee of thy tufty coat, 
Spread thy ambroſial ſtores, and feaſt with Jose! 


1% 18 


From theſe the proſpect varies. Plains immenj 
Lie ſtretch'd below, interminable meads, 69 
And vaſt ſavannahs, where the wandering eye, 
Unfixt, is in a verdant ocean loſt. 

Another Flora there, of bolder hues, 
And richer ſweets, heyond our garden's pride, Mm 
Plays o'er the fields, and ſhowers with ſudden hail 
Exuberant ſpring; for oft theſe valleys ſhift 
Their green embroider'd robe to fiery brown, 
And ſwift to green again, as ſcorching ſuns, 

Or ſtreaming dews and torrent rains, prevail. 700 
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ALONG theſe lonely regions, where retir'd 
From little ſcenes of art, great Nature dwells 
In awful ſolitude, and nought is ſeen 
But the wild herds that own no maffer's ſta 
Prodigious rivers roll their fatt'ning ſeas: 
On whoſe luxuriant herbage, half- conceal'd, 
Like a fall'n cedar, far-diffus'd his train, 
Cas'd in green ſcales, the crocodile extends. 
The flood diſparts; behold ! in plaited mail, 
22 Behemoth rearahis head. Glanc'dfrom his — 


705 


* The Hippopotamus, or. river-horſe. 
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Tze darted ſteel in idle ſhivers flies: 
60 7 He fearleſs walks the plain, or ſeeks the hills; 

= Where, as he crops his varied fare, the herds, 

5 In widening circle round, forget their lood, 

And at the harmleſs ſtranger wondering gaze, 713 


7 


* 


Prackrvut, beneath primeval trees, that caſt 

| 2 Their ample ſhade o'er Niger's yellow ſtream, 

; And where the Ganges rolls his ſacred wave; 
or mid the central depth of blackening woods, 
eb d in ſolemn theatre around, 720 
Leans the huge elephant: viſeſt of brutes ! 

s "lf 0 truly wiſe ! with gentle might endow'd, 

WT ho! powerful, not deſtruCtive ! Here he ſees 
Tresen ages ſweep the changeful eartl, 


Lot what the never-reſting race of Men | 
project: thrice happy! could he ſcape their guile, 
Fj ['Who-mine, from cruel avarice, his ſteps ; 
or with his towery grandeur ſwell their ſtate, 


100 


And bid him rage amid the mortal —_ 
| Altoniſh'd at. = madneſs of mankind, 


F „ne oer the wits umbrage of the Ca 


8 Like vivid bloſſoms glowing from afar, ” 
Thick- ſwarm the brighter birds. For Nature? s hand, 


® 


1710 OY Ny there her gayeſt hues 


And empires riſe and fall; regardleſs he 7 


The pride of kings! or elſe his ſtrength pervert, 730 


YT hat with a ſportive vanity has deck'd 736 


Thr : | | 5 
. 8 Profuſcly 
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Profuſely pours. * But, if the bids them ſhine, 
Array'd in all the beauteous beams of day, 


Vet frugal ſtil}, ſhe humbles them in ſong. "40 5 


Nor envy we the gaudy robes they lent 
Proud Montezuma's realm, whoſe legions caſt 
A boundleſs radiance waving on the fun, 
While Philomel is ours ; while in-our ſhades, 


Throꝰ the ſoft ſilence of the liſtening night, 76 7 


The ſober- ſuited ſongſtreſs trills her lay. 


Bur come, my Muſe, the deſart - barrier burſt, 
A wild expanſe of lifeleſs ſand and ſky: 
And, ſwifter than the toiling caravan, 


Shoot o'er the vale of Sennar ; ardent climb 75 . | 


The Nubian mountains, and the ſecret bounds 
Of jealous Abyſinia boldly pierce. 


Thou art no ruffian, who beneath the maſk 


Of ſocial commerce com'ſt to rob their wealth; 


No holy Fury thou, blaſpheming HEAaven, 78 ; 


With conſecrated ſteel to ftab their peace, 


Ard thro! the land, yet red from civil wounds, 


To ſpread the purple tyranny of Rome. 


Thou, like the harmleſs bee, may'ſt freely range, ; 
From mead to mead bright with exalted flowers, 16M 


From Jaſmine grove to grove, may'ſt wander gay, 
Thro' palmy ſhades and aromatic woods, 
That grace the plains, inveſt the peepled hills, 


* In all the regions of the torrid zone the birds, tho g | 
More heantiful in their plumage, are obſerved to be ile 


melodious than ours. 


TENG Es Wire I | £2 ns F SW FFF 
2 3 8 2 * WES: er C2 e 7 8 3 DEP The Reis! PST 3 5 * JI 1 2 5 ; 5 vo 1 * E 2 p 8 


— 


> At 2 DB Rkru 


— ——— —-„— ——— — — — — a 


SUMMER. 75 


Ind up the more than Alpine mountains wave. 

6 There on the breezy ſummit, ſpreading fair, 765 
70 5. For many a league; or on ſtupendous rocks, 
that from the ſun-redoubling valley lift, 
Cool to the middle air, their lawny tops; 

1 Where palaces, and fanes, and villas riſe; 

9 And gardens ſmile around, and cultur d fields; 770 
And fountains guſh;;. and: careleſs herds and flocks. 

E Securely ſtray ; a world within-itſelf, 

bf Diſdaining all aſſault: there let me draw 

5 Ethereal ſoul, there drink reviving gales, 

1 Frofuſely breathing from the ſpicy groves, 775 
4 And vales of fragrance; there at diſtance hear 

7% The roaring floods, and cataracts, that ſweep 

| © From diſembowel'd earth the virgin gold ; 

And o'er the varied landſkip, reſtleſs, rove, 
Fervent with life of every fairer kind: ' 480 


8 4 land of wonders! which the ſun ſtill eyes 


e, 


14 


78 wich ray direct, as of the lovely realm 
0 1 and delighting there to dwell. 
: Hew chang'dthe ſcene! 1 In blazing height of noon, 
ge, The ſun, oppreſs d, is plung' d in thickeſt gloom. 785 
, ll Stil Horror reigns, a dreary twilight round, 
82 of ſtruggling night and day malignant mix'd. 


For to the hot equator crouding faſt, 

Y Where, highly rarefy'd, the yielding air 

Admits their ſtream, inceſſant vapours roll, 90 
. the YG Amazing clouds on clouds continual heap'd ; 

de E Or whirl'd tempeſt uous by the guſty wind, 

G 2 Or 
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Or ſilent borne along, heavy and flow, 

With the big flores of ſteaming oceans charg'd. 
Meantime, amid theſe upper ſeas, condens'd 79; 
Around the cold aerial mountain's brow, , 

And by confliting winds together daſh'd, 

The Thunder holds his black tremendous throne: | 
From cloud to cloud the rending Lightnings rage; 
Till, in the furious elemental war 800 
Diſſolv'd, the whole precipitated maſs 

Unbroken floods and folid torrents pours. 


THE treaſures theſe, hid from the bounded ſearch 
Of ancient knowledge ; whence, with annual pomp, 
Rich king of floods! o'erflows the ſwelling Nile. 80; 
From his two fprings; in Gofam's ſunny realm, 
Pure-welling out, he thro” the lucid lake 
Of fair Daabea rolls his infant-ſtream. 

There, by the Naiads nuts'd, he ſports away 

His playful youth, amid the ſragrant iſles, 810 

That with unfading verdure ſmile around. 

Ambitious, thence the manly river breaks ; 

And gathering many a flood, and copious fed 

With all the mellowed treaſures of the ity, 

Winds in progreſſive majeſty along: 815 

Thro'ꝰ ſplendid kingdoms now devolves his maze, 

Now wanders wild o'er folitary tracts 

Of life-deſerted ſand; till, glad to quit 

The joyleſs deſart, down the Nubian rocks 

From thundering fleep to ſteep, he pours his urn, 320 

And Egypt joys beneath the ſpreading wave. 
| Hts 
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The laviſh moiſture of the melting year. 

Wide o'er his iſles, the branching Orexoque 

Rolls a brown deluge ; and the native drives 835 
© To dwell aloft on life-ſufficing trees, | 
At once his dome, his robe, his food, and arms. 
Svwell'd by a thouſand ſtreams, impetuous hurl'd 
From all the roaring Andes, huge deſcends 

The mighty * Orellana. Scarce the Muſe' 840 
© Dares ſtretch her wing o'er this enormous maſs 
of ruſhing water; ſcarce ſhe dares attempt | 


His brother Niger too, and all the floeds 


In which the full-form'd maids of Afric lave 
Their jetty limbs; and all that from the tract 

Ot woody mountains ſtretch*d thro? gorgeous Ind 825 
Fall on Cor*mandePs coaſt, or Malabar ; 

From“ Menam's orient ſtream, that nightly ſhines 
uy With inſect -lamps, to where Aurora ſheds 

on adus ſmiling banks the roſy ſhower : 

4 All, at this bounteous ſeaſon, ope their urns, 830 
And pour untoiling harveſt o'er the land. 


Nox leſs thy world, COLUMBUS, drinks, refreſh'd, 


; The ſea-like Plata ; to whoſe dread expanſe, 
Continuous depth, and wondrous length of courſe, 
Our floods are rills. With unabated force, 845 


o 


* The river that runs thro? Gam: on whoſe banks 


2 vaſt multitude of thoſe inſects called Fireflies * a 


beautiful appearance in the night. 


LP The river of the Amazons. 


8 0 | | 5 
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In ſilent dignity they fwced along, 


And traverſe realms unknown, and blooming wild 
And fruitful deſ:rts, worlds of ſolitude, 

Where the ſun ſmiles and feaſons teem in vain, 
Unſeen, and unenjoyed. Forſaking theſe, 850 
O'er peopled plains they fair-diffuſive flow, 

And many a nation feed, and circle ſafe, 

In their ſoft boſom, many a happy iſle; 

The ſeat of blamelefs Pan, yet undiſturb'd 

By chriſtian crimes and Europe's eruel ſons. 855 
Thus pouring on, they proudly ſeek the deep, 
Whoſe vanquiſh'd tide, recoiling from the ſhock, 
Yields to this liquid weight of half the globe; 
And Ocean trembles for his green domain. 


Bur what avails this wondrous waſte of wealth? 
This gay profnſion of luxurious bliſs? - 861 
This pomp of Nature ? what their balmy meads, 
Their powerful herbs, and Ceres void of pain ? 
By vagrant birds difpers'd, and wafting winds, 
What their unplanted fruits? What the coofdraughts, 
Th' ambroſial food, rich gums, and ſpicy health, 566 
Their foreſts yield? Their toiling inſects what, 
Their ſilky pride, and vegetable robes?: 

Ah! what avail their fatal treaſures, hid 

Deep in the bowels of the pitying earth, 
Golconda's gems, and ſad Poteſ's mines; 

W here dwelt the gentleſt children of the fun ? ? 

W hat all that A/ric's golden rivers roll, 

— n; woods, and ſhining ivory Ares ? 

— III-fated 
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5 II fated race! the ſoftening arts of Peace, 875 
5 Whate'er the humanizing Muſes teach; 1 
he godlike wifdom of the temper'd breaſt ; 

3 Progreſſive truth, the patient force of thought; 

- Inveſtigation calm, whoſe filent powers 

+ Command the world; the Li that leads to Heaven; 
5 Kind equal rule, the government of laws, 881 
And all- protecting Fu EEDONM, which alone * 
2] Suſtains the name and dignity of Man: 4 
& Theſe are not theirs. The parent-fun himſelf 

5 Seems o' er this world of ſlaves to tyrannize; 885 
5 And, with oppreſſi ve ray, the roſeat bloom 

5 Of beauty blafting, gives the gloomy hue, 

5 And feature groſs: or worſe, to ruthleſs deeds, 

= Mad jealouſy, blind rage, and fell revenge, | 

5 Their fervid ſpirit fires. Love dwells not there, 890 
# The ſoft regards, the tenderneſs of life, 89x : 
3 The heart - ſned tear, th' ine ſſable delight : 
ol ſweet humanity : theſe court the beam 

Of milder climes; in ſelfift fierce deſire, 
: And the wild fury of voluptuous ſenſe, 895 
There loſt. The very brute- creation there 
This rage partakes, and burns with horrid fire. 


Lo! the green ſerpent, from his dark abode, 
Which even Imagination fears to tread, 

At noon forth-iſſuing, gathers up his train 900 
In orbs immenſe, then, darting out anew, 1 
| veeks the refreſhing fount ; by which diffus'd, 

| Hethrowshis folds: and whileywith threatningtongue, 
And 
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And deathful jaws ereQ; the monſter curls 
His flaming creſt, all other thirſt, appall'd, 905 
Or ſhivering flies, or check'd at diſtance ſtands, 
Nor dares approach. But ſtill more direful he, 
The ſmall cloſe-lurking miniſter of fate, 

Whoſe high-contocted venom thro' the veins 

A rapid light'ning darts, arreſting ſwift 910 
The vital current. Form*d to humble Man, 

This child of vengeful Nature! There, ſublim'd | 
To fearleſs luſt of blood, the ſavage race 
Roam, licens'd by the ſhading hour of guilt, 
And foul miſdeed, when the pure day has ſhut 919 
His ſacred eye. The tyger darting fierce 
Impetnous on the prey his glance has doom'd: 
The lively-ſhining leopard, ſpeckled o'er 

With many a ſpot, the beauty of the waſte ; 

And, ſcorning all the taming arts of Man, 920 
The keen hyena, felleſt of the fell. | 
Theſe, ruſhing from th? inhoſpitable woods 

Of Mauritania, or the tufted iſtes, 

That verdant rife amid the Lybian wild, 
Innumerous glare around their ſhaggy king, 925 
Majeſtic, ſtalking o'er the printed ſand ; 

And, with imperious and repeated r6ars, 

Demand their fated food. The fearful flocks 
Croud near the guardian ſwain ; the nobler herds, 
Where round their lordly bull, in rural caſe, 930 
They ruminating lie, with horror hear 

The coming rage. Th' awakened village ſtarts; 
And to her fluttering breaſt the mother ſtrains 
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F Her thoughtleſs infant. From the Pyrate's den, 
Or ſtern Morocco's tyrant fang eſcap'd, 935 
The wretch half-wiſhes for his bonds again: 
While, uproar all, the wilderneſs reſounds, 
From Atlas eaſtward to the frighted ile. 


UxHAPPY he! who from the firſt of joys, 


L Society, cut off, is left alone 940 
Amid this world of death. Day after day, 

dad on the jutting eminence he fits, 

0 And views the main that ever toils below; 

Still fondly forming in the fartheſt verge 

7 Where the round ether mixes with the wave, 945 


1 Ships, dim-diſcovered, dropping from the clouds; 


At evening, to the ſetting ſun he turns ; 


5 A mournful eye, and down his dying heart 
& Sinks helpleſs ; while the wonted roar is up, 


And hiſs continual thro' the tedious night. 950 


© Yet here, even here, into theſe black abodes 

Of monſters, unappall'd, from ſtooping Rome, 
And guilty Cæſar, LIBERTY retir'd, 

5 Her CaTo following thro' Numidian wilds: 

” Diſdainful of Campania's gentle plains, 955 
And all the green delights Auſonia pours ; 

When for them ſhe muſt bend the ſervile knee, 
And fawning take the ſplendid robber's boon. 


4 


Nox ſtop the terrors of theſe regions here. 


: Commiſion'd demons oft, angels of wrath, 960 


Let looſe the raging elements. Breath'd hot, 
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With inſtant death. Patient of thirſt and toil, 96; 


_ Sallies the ſudden whirlwind. Strait the ſands, 


Or ſunk at night in ſad diſaſtrous fleep, 975 
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From all the boundleſs furnace of the ſky, 
And the wide glittering waſte of burning ſand, 
A ſuffocating wind the pilgrim ſmites 


Son of the deſart! even the camel feels, 
Shot through his wither'd heart, the fiery blaſt. 
Or from-the biack-red ether, burſting broad, 


Commov'd around, in gathering eddies play; 970 
Nearer and nearer ſtill they darkening come; 

Till, with the general all-involving ſtorm 

Swept up, the whale continuous wilds ariſe ; 

And by their noon-day fount dejected thrown, 
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Beneath deſcending hills, the caravan 

Is buried deep. In Cairo's crouded ſtreets ; 
Th' impatient merchant, wondering, waits in vain In 
And Mecca ſaddens at the long delay. B. 


Bur chief at ſea, whoſe every flexile wave 980 ; TI 
Obeys the blaſt, the aerial tumult ſwells. Of 
In the dread ocean, undulating wide, | Ha 


| Peneath the radiant line that girts the globe, Fo 


The circling * Typhon, whirl'd from point to point, 
Exhauſting all the rage of all the ſky, 985 


And dire Ecnephia reign. Amid the heavens, at 


* Typhon and Ecnephia, names of particular ſtorms WWF * 
or hurricanes, known only between the tropics. by 


Falſcly 


U 9 


7 Falely ſerene, deep in a cloudy * ſpeck 49 
Compreſs'd, the mighty tempeſt brooding dwells: | 
Of no regard, ſave to the ſkilful eye, ; 1 


| Fiery and foul, the ſmall prognoſtic hangs 999 

| Aloft, or on the promontory's brow 

| Muſters its force. A faint deceitful calm, 

A fluttering gale, the demon ſends before, 

Io tempt the ſpreading Tail. Then down at once, 

{ Precipitant, deſcends a mingled maſs 995 

Of roaring winds, and flame, and'ruſhing floods. 

In wild amazement fix'd the ſailor ſtands. 

Art is too ſlow : By rapid fate oppreſs'd, 

His broad-wing'd veſſel. drinks the whelming tide, 

© Hid in the boſom of the black abyſs. 100 

With ſuch mad ſeas the daring F Gama fought, 

For many a day, and many a dreadful night, 

Inceſſant, lab'ring round the formy Cape ; 

By bold ambition led, and bolder thirſt 

© Of gold. For then from ancientgloom emerg'd roog 
The riſing world of trade: the Genius, then, 

Of navigation, that, in hopeleſs ſloth, 

Had flumber'd on the vaſt Atlantic deep, 

For idle ages, ſtarting, heard at laſt —_ 
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| * Called'by failors the Ox-eye, being in appearance 
at firſt no bigger. 


11 Vasco DE GAMA,the firſt who ſailed round 4 frica 
by the Cape of Good Hope, to the Eft Indies. | 
| The 


—— — 


4 
ba 
} 


— 14th 


34 SUMMER, 


The“ LusS1TANIAnNPRINCE; who, heav*n-infpir'd, 
To love of uſeful glory rous'd mankind, 1011 
And in unbounded Commerce mix'd the world. 
INCREASING ſtill the terrors of theſe ſtorms, 
His jaws horrific arm'd with threefold fate, 

Here dwells the direful ſhark. Lur'd by the ſcent 101; 
Of ſteaming crouds, of rank diſeaſe, and death, 
Behold he ruſhing cuts the briny flood, 

Swift as the gale can bear the ſhip along ; 

And, from the partners of that cruel trade, 
Which ſpoils unhappy Guinea of her ſons, 1020 
Demands his ſhare of prey ; demands themſelves, 
The ſtormy fates deſcend ; one death involves 
Tyrants and ſlaves ; when ſtrait their mangled limb 
Craſhing at once, he dyes the purple ſels_ 

With gore, and riots in the vengeful meal. 1028 

WHEN o'er this world, by equinoQtial rains 

Flooded immenſe, looks out the joyleſs ſun, 

And draws the copious ſtream : from ſwampy fens, 
Where putrefaction into life ferments, 
And breathes deſtructive myriads ; or from woods, 


| Impenetrable ſhades, receſſes foul, 1031 


In vapours rank and blue corruption wrapt, 


,* Don Henxr, third fon to John the Firſt, king of 
Portugal. His ſtrong genius to the diſcovery of new 
countries was the chief ſource of all the modern im- 


provements in navigation, 
. Whok 
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7 Whoſe gloomy horrors yet no deſperate foot 

0 5 as ever dar'd to pierce; then, waſteful, forth 
Walks the dire Poxwer' of peſtilent diſeaſo. 1035 
N thouſand hideous fiends her courſe attend, 

Lick Nature blaſting, and to heartleſs woe, 

And feeble deſolation, caſting down 

rb towering hopes and all the pride of Man. 

75 Such as, of late; at Carthagena quench' d 1040 
bbe BRIrisH fire. You, gallant- VERNON, ſaw 
The miſerable ſcene-; you, pitying, fas 

Iro infant-weakneſs ſunk the warrior's arm; 

Sau the deep. rack ing pang, the ghaſtly form, 

The lip pale-quivering, and the beamleſs eye 1045 
No more with ardour bright: you heard the een 
of agonizing ſhips, from ſhore to ſhore ' |: 
Heard, nightly plung'd amid the ſullen waves, 

Z The frequent corſe; while on each other fix'd, 

In fad preſage, the blank aſſiſtants ſeem d, roo 
Silent, to aſk, e Pats would n next- demands 
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W ar need In mention thoſe' kc 8 
Where, frequent o'er the ſiekening city, ee 
Tze fierceſt child of NEmEs1s divine, 
Deſcends? * From Ethiopia's poiſoned woods, 10 53 
From ſtifled Cazro's filth, and fetid fields 

With locuſt-armies putrefying heap'd, 

This great rene fprong. Her awful rage 


7 Tete! are the caules ſuppoſed i. to be the firſt origin 
of the Plague, in Dr. Mzad's ben 1 on that 
ſubject. 
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The brutes eſeape: Man is her deſtin d prey, 


Intemperate Man! and, o'er his guilty domes, 10% 2 


She draws a cloſe incumbent cloud of death; 
Vninterrupted by the living winds, | 
Forbid to blow a wholeſome breeze; and ftain'd 
With mai a mixture by the ſun, ſuffus'd, 


Of angry aſpect. Princely wiſdom; then, rc; 


Dejects his watchful eye; and from the hand 

Of feeble juſtice, ineffeual, drop | 

The ſword and balance: mute the voice of joy, 
And huſh'd the clamour of the buſy world. 
Empty the ſtreets, with uncouth verdure clad ; 10% 
Into the worſt of deſarts ſudden turn'd 

The chearful haunt of Men: unleſs eſcap'd 
From the doom' d houſe, where matehleſshorror reigiz 
Shut up by barbarous fear, the ſmitten wretch, 


With frenzy wild, breaks looſe; and, loud to heaven 


Screaming, the dreadful policy arraigns, 10 
Inhuman, and unwiſe. The ſullen door, 

Vet uninfected, on its cautious hinge 

Fearing to turn, abhors ſociety : : 
Dependants, friends, relations, Love himſelf, rc 
Savag*d by woe, forget the tender tie, 

The ſweet engagement of the feeling heart. 

But vain their felfiſh'care : the circling ſky, 

The wide enlivening air is full of fate; 

And, ſtruck by turns, in ſolitary pangs 1083 


They fall, unbleſt, untended, and unmourn'd. 


Thus ' erthe proſtrate city black Deſpair 
Extends her raven wing; while, to complete. 
N ; The 


Polli 


Ot f 


b The ſcene of deſolation, ſtretch'd around, 
ET he grim guards ſtand, denying all retreat, 1090 
F I give the ſing wretch a better death, 


# Much yet remains unſung : the rage 7 
| bp: brazen-vaulted ſkies, of iron fields, 

Where drought and famine ſtarve the blaſſed year: * 
1 Ka by the torch of noon. to tenfold rage, 1095 
The infuriate hill that ſhoots the pillar'd flame; 

3 And, rous'd within the ſubterranean world, 

Ti expanding earthquake, that reſiſtleſs ſhakes 
Wins cities from their ſolid baſe, - 

And buries mountains in the flaming gulph. 1100 
: Wut tis enough; return, my vagrant Muſe : 

A nearer ſcene of horror calls thee home, 


070 


; RBIs fawdetiling o'er the lurid ; grove. : 
Wnuſual darkneſs broods; and growing gains 

he full poſſeſſion of the ſky, ſurcharg'd 1103 
ith wrathful vapour, from the ſecret beds, 
Where ſleep the mineral generations, drawn. 
hence Nitre, Sulphur, and the fiery ſpume 
Of fat Bitumen, ſteaming on the day, 

ith various-tinctur'd trains of latent flame, 1110 
Follute the ſky, and in yon baleful cloud, 

H reddening gloom, a magazine of fate, 

Ferment; till, by the touch ethereal rous'd, 

The daſh of clouds, or irritating war | 
Pr fighting winds, while all is calm below, 1115 
2 furious ſpring. A boding ſilence reigns, 
. Dread 
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Dread thro” the dun expanſe - ſave the dull ſound 
That from the mountain, previous to the Rorm, 
Rolls o'er the mutttring earth, diſturbs the flood, 
And ſhakes the foreſt-leaf without a breath. 1120 
Prone, to the loweft vale, the aerial tribes 
Deſcend : the tempeſt-loving raven ſcarce | 


Dares wing the dubions duſk. In rucfu} gaze 


The cattle ſtand, and on the ſcowting heavens 
Caſt a deploring eye; by Man forſeok, : 1125 
W bo to the crouded cottage hies him faſt, 

Or ſeeks the ſhelter of the downward cave. 


Ts liſtening fear, and dumb amazement all: 
When to the tartled eye the ſudden glance 


Appears far ſouth, eruptive thro? the cloud; 113 1 


And following flower, in exploſion vaſt, 

The Thunder raiſes his tremendous voice. 

At firft, heard ſolemn o'er the verge of heaven, 
The tempeſt grows; but as it nearer comes, 


And rolls its awful burden on the wind, 1135 


The lighenings flaſh a larger curve, and more 
The noiſe aſtounds: till over head a ſheet 


Of livid flame diſcloſes wide; then ſhuts, 


And opens wider; ſhuts and opens ſtill 

Expanſive, wrapping ether in a blaze. 2140 
Follows the looſen'd aggravated roar, 

Enlarging, deepening, mingling ; peal on peal 
Cruſh'd horrible, convulſing heaven and earth, 


Down comes a Ccluge of ſonorous hail, 
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5 Orprone- deſcending rain. Wide rent, the clouds 1145 
pour a whole flood; and yet, its flame unquench'd, 
Th' unconquerable lightning ſtruggles through, 
Ragged and fierce, or in red whirling balls, 
And ſires the mountains with redoubled rage. 1149 
Black from the ſtroke, above, the ſmouldring pine 
W Stands a fad ſhattered trunk; and, ſtretch'd below, 
# A lifeleſs groupe the blaſted cattle lie: 
Here the ſoft flocks, with that fame harmleſs look 
They wore alive, and ruminating ſtill 
In fancy's eye; and there the frowning bull, 1155 
And ox half-rais'd. Struck on the caſtled cliff, 


The venerable tower and ſpiry fane 


Reſign their aged pride. The gloomy woods 
Start at the flaſh, and from their deep receſs, 

{ Wide-flaming out, their trembling ihmates ſhake. 
Amid Carnarvon's mountains rages loud 1161 
{ The repercuſſi ve roar : with mighty cruſh, 
&@ Into the flaſhing deep, from the rude rocks 


Of Penmanmaur heap'd hideous to the ſky, - 
Tumble the fmitten cliffs; and Snoauden's de 8 


Diſſolving, inſtant yields his wintry load. 
Far-ſeen, the heights of heathy Chewot blaze, 


And Thule bellows thro? her utmoſt iſtes. 


GuiLThearsappall'd,with deeply troubled thought. 
And yet not always on the guilty head 1170 
Deſcends the fated flaſh. Young CELADPob Sb 
And his AME LIA were a matchleſs pair; 

ERR equal virtue form'd, and equal * 44 
H 3 : The 
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The ſame, diſtinguiſh'd by their ſex alone: 
Hers the mild luſtre of the blooming morn, 
And his the radiance of the riſen day. 


THEY lov'd: But ſuch lieir.guileleſs paſſion was, 


As in the dawn of time inform'd the heart 

Of innocence and undiſſem bling truth, 

T was friendſhip heighten'd by the mutual wiſh, 1180 
TH enchanting hope, and ſympathetic glow, 
Beam'd from the mutual eye. Devoting all 

To love, each was to each a dearer ſelf ; 
Supremely happy in th” awakened power 

Of giving joy. Alone, amid the ſhades, 1185 
Still in harmonious intercourſe they liv'd | 


The rural day, and talk'd the flowing heart, 


Or ſigh'd and look'd unutterable things. 


So paſs'd their life, a clear united ſtream, 

By care unruffled; till, in evil hour, 1190 
The tempeſt caught them on the tender walk, 
Heedleſs how far, and where its mazes ftray'd, 
While, with each other bleſt, creative love 

Still bade eternal Eden fmile around. 

Prefaging inſtant ale her boſom heav'd _ 1195 
Unwonted ſighs, and ſtealin g oft a look 

Of the big gloom on CELA DO her eye 
Fell tearful, wetting her diſorder*d cheek. 

In vain aſſuring love, and confidence! + 1199 
In HEAVEN, repreſs' daher fear; it grew, and ſhook 


Her frame near diſſolution, He perceiv*d 
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Th' unequal conflict, and as angels look 

On dying ſaints, his eyes compaſſion ſhed,. 

With love illumin'd high. „“ Fear not, he ſaid, 

& Sweet innocence: thow ſtranger to offence, | 1205 
« And inward ſtorm ! He, who yon ſkies involves 
« In frowns of darkneſs, ever ſmiles on thee © 

« Witu kind regard. O'er thee the ſecret ſhaft 

« That waſtes at midnight, or th* undreaded hour 
* Of noon, flies.harmlefs : and that very voice, 1210 
« Which thunders terror thro” the guilty heart, 

« With tongues of feraphs whiſpers peace to thine, 


„„ Tis ſafety to be near thee ſure, and thus 
To claſp perfection!“ From his void embrace, 1214 
Myſterious Heaven! that moment, to the ground, 
A blackened corle, was ſtruck the beauteous maid. 


But who, can paint the lover, as he ſtood, 


J 
Xx * n 


Pierc'd by ſevere amazement, hating life, 
| Speechleſs, and fix'd in all the death of woe! 
So, faint reſemblance ! on the marble tomb, 1220 


The well-diſſembling mourner ſtooping Rands, 
For ever ſilent, and for ever ſad. | 


As from the Eibe bf hexvers the Battbred clouds, 


| Tumultuous rove, th” interminable ſky ET 
E Sublimer ſwells, and o'er the world expands 1225 
E A purer azure. Thro' the lightened air 

EA higher luſtre and a clearer calm, 

Diffuſive, tremble; while, as if in ſign 


Of danger paſt, a glittering robe of joy | 
Set off abundant by the yellow ray, 1230 


Inveſts the fields: and nature ſmiles reviv'd. 


Inveſts 
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TIs beauty all, and grateful ſong around, 
Join'd to the low of kine, and numerous bleat 
Of flocks thick-nibbling thro” the clover'd vale. 8 
And fhall the hymn be marr'd by thankleſs Man, 1233 
Moſt-favour*d; who with voice articulate 8 | 
Should lead the chorus of this lower world ? 1 
Shall he, ſo ſoon forgetful of the hand 
That hnſh'd the thunder, and ſerenes the fky, 
Extinguiſh'd feel that fpark the tempeſt wak'd, 1249 
That ſezfe of powers exceeding far his own, 

Ere yet his feeble heart has loſt its fears? 
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' CHEAR'D by the milder beam, the ſprightly youth 
Speeds to the well-known pool, whoſe cryſtal depth 
A ſandy bottom ſhews. A while he ſtands 1245 
Gazing th' inverted landſkip, half afraid 
To meditate the blue profound below ; 
Then plunges headlong down the circling flood, 
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F His ebon treſſes, and his roſy check 

1 | Inſtant emerge! and thro? the obedient wave, 1250 $ 

it At each ſhort breathing by his lip repell'd, 5 

. With arms and legs according well, he makes, In 

| As humour leads, an eaſy-winding path; | Q 

[4 | | While, from his poliſh'd fides, a dewy light WY 

; Ne Effuſes on the pleas'd ſpectators round. 125; Hz 
1 3 | | A. 
f 1 Tuis is the pureſt exercife of health, | e 
| The kind refreſher of the ſummer-heats ; 4 
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Now, when cold Winter keens the brightening flood, , Ot 
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8$UMMER. 
Would I weak-ſhivering linger on the brink. 


: | Thus life redoubles, and is oft preſerv'd, 
By the bold ſwimmer,.m the ſwift illapſe 
Of accident diſaſtrous. Hence the limbs 


Knit into force; and the ſame Roman arm, 


That roſe victorious o'er the conquer'd earth, 


Firſt learn'd, while tender, to ſubdue the wave. 


Even, from the body's purity, the mind 


4 Receives a ſecret ſympathetic aid. 


CLOSE in the covert of an hazel copſe, 
Where winded into pleaſing ſolitudes 


1 Runs out the rambling dale, young Da MON ſat, 


93 


1260 


1265 


1270 


Penſive, and pierc'd with love's delightful pangs. 
& There to the ſtream that down the diſtant rocks 
Hoarſe-murm'ring fell, andplaintivebreeze that play d 
Among the bending willows, falſely he 

Of MusiDoORA's cr uelty complain'd. 
She felt his flame; but deep within her breaſt, 
n baſhful coyneſs, or in maiden pride, 


The ſoft return eonceal'd; fave when it ſtole 


: In ſide- long glances from her downcaſt eye, 


Or from her ſwelling ſoul in ſtifled fighs. 


1275 


1280 


b Touch'd by the ſcene, no ſtranger to his vows, 


He fram'd a melting lay, to try her heart; 
And, if an infant paſſion ſtruggled there, 


Of mighty monarchs, then decided thine. 
Tor lo! conducted * the laug Shins Loves, 


To call that paſſion forth. Thrice happy ſ vain! 
A lucky chance, that oft decides the fate 


1289 
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This cool retreat his Mus1DoORA ſought? 
Warm in her cheek the ſultry ſeaſon glow'd; 
And, rebe'd in looſe array, the came to bathe 1290 
Her fervent limbs in the refreſhing ſtream. _ 


| What ſhall he do? In ſweet confuſion, loft, 


And dubious flutterings, he a while remain'd: 

A pure ingenuous elegance of foul, 

A delicate refinement, known to few, ' 1293 
Perplex'd his breaſt, and urg'd him to retire: 

But love forbade. Ye prudes in virtue, ſay, 

Say, ye ſevereſt, what would you have done? 
Meantimc, this fairer nymph than ever bleft 
Arcadian ſtream, with timid eye around 1300 
The banks ſurveying, ſtripp'd her beauteous limbs, 


To taſte the lucid coolneſs of the flood. 


Ah then! not Paris on the piny top 
Ot 14a panted ſtronger, when aſide 


The rival- goddeſſes the veil divine 1305 


Caſt unconfin'd, and gave him all their charms, 

Than, Damon, thou; as from the ſnowy leg, 

And flender foot, th' inverted ſilk ſhe drew; 

As the ſoit touch diſſolv'd the virgin zone; 

And, thro” the parting robe, th' alternate breaſt, 13 10 

With youth wild-throbbing, on thy lawlels gaze 

In full luxuriance roſe. But, deſperate youth, 

How durſt thou riſque the ſoul-diſtracting view; 

As from her naked limbs, of glowing white, 

Harmonious ſweli*d by Nature's fineſt hand, 1315 

In folds looſe-floating fell the fainter lawn ; 

Aud fair- als ſhe food, ſbruak from herſelf, 
With 
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With fancy bluſhing, at the doubtful breeze 
Alarm'd, and ſtarting like the fearful fawn? 
Then to the flood ſhe ruſh'd; the parted flood 1320 
Its lovely-gueſt with cloſing waves receiv'd ; 
And every beauty ſoftening, every grace 


was 


I Fluſhing anew, a mellow luſtre ſhed : 


As ſhines the lily thro” the cryſtal mild: 

Or as the roſe amid the morning dew, - 1325 
Freſh from Aurora's hand, more ſweetly glows. 
While thus ſhe wanton'd, now beneath the wave 
But ill-conceal'd ; and now with ſtreaming locks, 
That half. embrac'd her in a humid veil, 

| Riſing again, the latent Damon drew 1330 


| Such madning draughts of beauty to the ſoul, 


As for a while o'erwhelm'd his raptur'd thought 
With luxury too daring. Check'd, at laſt, 


By love's reſpectful modeſty, he deem'd 


The theft profane, if aught profane to love 1335 


Can e' er be deem' d; and, ſtruggling from the ſhade, 


With headlong hurry fled : but firſt theſe lines, 


| Trac'd by his ready pencil, on the bank 


With trembling hand he threw 7 „ Bathe on, my fair, 


| « Yet unbeheld ſave by the ſacred eye 1340 
| & Of faithful love: I go to guard thy haunt, 


« To keep from thy receſs each vagrant foot, 


And each licentious eye.” With wild ne x 


As if to marble ſtruck, devoid of fenſe, | 


A ſtupid moment motionleſs ſhe ſtood : I345 
| 5 ſtands the * ſtatue n enchants the world, 


So 
1 The Vs of Medici, 
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So bending tries to veil the matchleſs boaſt, 

The mingled beauties of exulting Greece. 
Recovering, ſwift ſhe fle to find thoſe robes 
Which bliſsful Eden knew not; and, array'd 1375 
In careleſs haſte, th” alarming paper ſnatch'd. 

But, when her DamoXx's well-known hand ſhe ſaw, 
Her terrors vaniſh*d, and a ſofter train 


Of mixt emotions, hard to be deſerib'd, 


Her ſudden boſom ſeiz' d: ſhame void of guilt, 135; 
The charming bluſh of innocence, eſteem 

And admiration of her lover's flame, 

By modeſly exalted: even a ſenſe 

Of ſelf. approving beauty ſtole acroſs 


Her buſy thought. At length, a tender calm 136 


Huſh'd by degrees the tumult of her ſoul; 

And on the ſpreading beech, that o'er the ſtream, 
Incumbent hung, ſhe with the fylvan pen 

Of rural lovers this confeſſion carv'd, 


- Which ſoenher DAMON kiſs'd with weeping joy: 1 «6 


% Dear youth! ſole judge of what theſe verſes mean, 
« By ſortune too much favour'd, but by love, 
4% Alas! not favour'd leſs, be ſtill as now 

« Diſcreet : the time may come you need not fly.“ 


Tus ſun has loſt his rage: his Weed rb 1370 
Shoots nothing now but animating warmth, 

And vital luſtre ; that, with various ray, 

Lights up the clouds, thoſe beauteous robes of heaven, 
Inceſſant relPd into romantic ſhapes, 


The dream of waking EE ! 288 below, 137 
Cover'd 
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Cover'd with ripening fruits, and ſwelling faſt 
Into the perfect year, the pregnant Earth 
And. all her tribes rejoice. Now the ſoft hour 

$] Of walking comes: for him who lonely loves 

E To ſeek the diſtant hills, and there converſe 1380 
with Nature; there to harmonize his heart, 

5 And in pathetie ſong to breathe around 

© The harmony to others. Social friends, 

Attun'd to happy uniſon of ſoul; | 
To whoſe exalting eye a fairer world, 1385 
Of which the vulgar never had a glimpſe, 

© Diſplays its charms ; whoſe minds are richly fraught 
Wich philoſophic ſtores, ſuperior light; 

© And in whoſe breaſt, enthuſiaſtic, burns 

© Virtue, the ſons of intereſt deem romance; 1390 
Now call'd abroad enjoy the falling day: | 

8 Now to the verdant Portico of woods, 

Jo Nature's vaſt Lyceum, forth they walk ; 

Buy that kind Schoo] where no proud maſter reigns, 
The full free converſe of the friendly heart, 1395 
Improving and improv'd. Now from the world, 
Sacred to ſweet retirement, lovers ſteal, 
And pour their ſouls in tranſport, which the SIRE 

| Of love approving hears, and calls it good. 1 399 
Which way, AMANDA, ſhall we bend our courſe? 
The choice perplexes. Wherefore ſhould we chuſe 
All is the ſame with thee. Say, ſhall we wind 
Along the ſtreams? or walk the ſmiling mead ? . 

Or court the foreſt-glades ? or wander wild 
SD hg waving harveſts? or aſcend, 240g 
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While radiant Summer opens all its pride, 
Thy hill, delightful * S ene? Here let us ſweep 
The boundleſs landſkip : now the raptur'd eye, 
Exulting ſwift, to huge AUGvusTaA fend, 
Now to the F S:Zer-Hills that ſkirt her plain, 1419 
To lofty Harrow now, and now to where 
Majeſtic Windſor lifts his princely brow. 
In lovely contraſt to this glorious view 
Calmly magnificent, then will we turn 
JV where the ſilver THAMEs firſt rural grows.141; 
There let the feaſted eye unwearied ſtray : 
Luxurious, there, rove thro' the pendant woods 
That nodding hang o'er HARRINGTON'S retreat; 
And, ſtooping thence to Ham's embowering walks, 
Beneath whole ſhades, in fpotleſs peace retir'd, 1420 
With HER the pleaſing partner of his heart, 
The worthy QUEENS®'RY yet laments his Gay, 
And poliſh*'d CoRnRURY wooes the willing Muſe, 
Slow let us trace the matchleſs Vale of Thames; 
Fair- winding up to where the Muſes haunt 14:5 
In Tavit*nam's bowers, and for their Pop implore 
The healing God ; to roval Hampton's pile, 
To Clermont's terraſs'd height, and Eher's groves, 
Where in the ſweeteſt ſolitude, embrac'd 
By the ſoft windings of the filent Mole, 1430 
From courts n ſenates PE LHAM finds repoſe. 


7 # 


. by old name &f Richmond, webs in Saxon 
* Shining,or Splendor. 

+ Highgate and Hanktegd, 

by. # In his * ſickneſs. 
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V benüng vale! beyond whate'er the Muſe | 
n of Achaia or Heſperia fung ! 
0 vale of bliſs ! O toftly-fwelling hills! | 
5 On which the Power of Cultivation lies, 143 
; And; joys to ſee the wonders of has table bu ru HO 


© Heaven g!! hang „ around, 
b 07 hills, and dales, and woods, and lawns, and ſpires, 
ZAnd-glittering towns, and gilded ſtreams, till all 


2 Happy Britannia! where the QUEEN of ARTS, 
Z Inſpiring vigour, LIBERTY abroad a T1) 


. | Valk e ee even to ra fartheſt uren 
, © 


20 


Rich is thy foil, and merciful thy clime; 1 78 5 
2 ry ſtreams unfailing in the Summer's drought; 
Unmatch' d thy guardian-oaks ; thy valleys float 
With golden waves; and on thy mountains flocks 

© Bleat numberleſs ; while, roving round their ſides, 
Bello w the blackening herds in luſty droves. 1450 
Beneath, thy meadows glow, and riſe unquell'd 
Againſt the mower's ſcythe. On every hand 

Thy villas ſnine. Thy country teems with ee 
And property aſſures it to the ſwain, 

Peas d, and MN in uy ha www hs 5 


2 
oO 


MN 


: pu LL are — 555 cities with the ſons 55 art; 
And trade and joy, in every buſy ſtreet, 


5 Pingüng are heard; even Drudgery himſelf, 
I 2 4 
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q The ſtretching landſkip into ſmoke decays ! 111 
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As at the car he ſweats, or duſty hews 

The palace-ſtone, looks gay. Thy crouded ports, 
Where riſing maſts an endleſs proſpect yield, 146: 
With labour burn, and echo to the ſhouts 

Of hurried ſailor, as he hearty waves 

His laſt adieu, and looſening every Net, 

af the en veſſel to the wind. 1465 


Bor p, ee N are e generous youth 
By hardſhip ſine w'd, and by danger fir'd, Z Th 
Scattering the nations where they go; and firſt 
Or on the liſted plain, or army „ tf 5 = 
Mild are thy glories too, as o'er the plans 1450 5 Thi 
Of thriving. peace thy thoughtful ſires prefide; WM 
In genius, and ſubſtantial learning, high; 5 The 
For every virtue, every worth, renown'ds _ . To 
Sincere, plain-hearred, hoſpitable, kind ; Th 
Yet Bke the muſtering thunder when provok'd, 147; We 
The dread of tyrants, and the ſole reſource . Fr 
Qf nn in oppreſſion groan. © Yet 


Tax "IS of Glory many l ALFRED thine, 
In whom the ſplendor of heroic war, Nor 
And more heroic peace, when govern'd well, 148 The 
Combine; whoſe hallowed: name tlie virtucs ſaint, Wh The 
And his oa“ Muſes love; the beſt of Kings / I IV 
With him thy EowaRDs and thy HExRys ſhine, = 
Names dear to Fame; the firſt who deep impreſd Whi 
On haughty Gaul the terror of thy arms, * 71 
That awes her genius ſtill. In Stateſnhiem thou, 5 
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5 And Patriots, fertile. Thine a ſteady MoRE, © 
HV Who, with a generous tho? miſtaken zeal, 
E withſtood a brutal tyrant's uſeful rage, 


FAY 


| Like rigid CINCINNATUs nobly poor. 
; 5A dauntleſs ſoul etect, who ſmil'd on death; 
EPrugal, and wiſe, a Wars INGHAM is thine 3/ V. / 
# NH DRAKE, who made thee miſtreſs of the deep, 
And bore thy name in thunder round the world. 149 5 | 
© Then flam'd thy fpirit high: but who can ſpeak» 1 
The numerous worthies of the MAIDEN REIGN? 
n RALEIGH mark their every glory mix'd; 1 
BRaLEIch, the feourge of Spain. vhoſe breaſt with at! 
The ſage} the patriot; and the hero butn'da;” 190 
Wer ſunk his vigour, when a prot rh aph tr at 
The warrior fetter d, and at laſt zeſign'd, | 
E To glut the vengeance of a vanquiſh'd foe. 75 i * 
© Then, active ſtill and unreſtrain'd, his mind” [S018 L 
| Explor'd the vaſt extent of ages' paſty! MTS © n 
And with his priſon-hôurs enrich'd the world 
© Yet found no times, inal the long reſearch, wb iti 
© So glorious, or fo baſe, as thoſe he prov'd, __ 91 
In which he conquer 'd, and in which he bled. 
Nor can the Muſe the gallant SfpxEY paſs, 15 
© The plume of war! with early laurels crowd. 
© The Lover's myrtle, and the Poet s bay. 5 18979 94 P 
A HAMDEN|too 55 thine, illuftrionslana 152501- 10 
5 Vwile, ſtreniions, firm, of ünfubmitting wulf 4 591 
5 Who ſtemm'd the torrent of a downward | age 15 
I * prone, and bade thee riſe zgain, 
| TT | In 
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Like Ca ro firm, like AxtsripEs juſt, is | 
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Of antient freedom warm' d. Fair 
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In all thy native pomp of freedom bold. 
Bright, at his call, thy Age of Men effulg'd, 


. Of Men on whom late time a kindling eye 


Shall turn, and tyrants tremble while they read. 1520 


Bring every ſweeteſt flower, and let me ſtrew 


The grave where RussEL lies; whoſetemper'd blood 
With calmeſt cheerfulneſs for thee reſign” d, 
Stain'd the fad annals of a giddy reign; 
Aiming at !awleſs power, tho* meanly ſunk 1525 
In looſe inglorious luxury. With him 


His friend, the“ BRIT ISAR CAssius, fearleſs bled; 
Of high determin'd ſpirit, roughly brave, 


By. antient learning to th? enlighteneq love 
y-renown 15330 
In awful Sages and in noble Rards. $i „„ „ 

Soon as the hight of dawning Science ſpread 

Her orient ray; and wak' d the Muſes' ſong. 

Thine is a BACON: hapleſs in his choice, 

Unfit to ſtand the civil ſtorm ef ſtate, 1335 
And thro? the ſmooth barbarity of courts, 

With firm but pliant virtue, forward ſtill 

To urge his eourſe: him for the ſtudious ſtade 
Kind” Nature form'd, deep, comprehenſive, clear, 
Exact, and elegant; in one rich ſoul, 1:40 
PLAro,; the STAGYRITE,.and, TULLY join'd. 
The great deliyerer he! who from the gloom 

Of cloiſter'd monks, and jargon-teaching, ſchools, 
Led forth the true Philoſophy, there long 


Held 1 in the * SNAKE chain of words and forms, 1545 
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* ALGERNOXN SIDNEY, 
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And definitions void: he led her forth, 


15 Daughter of Heaven! that ilow-aſcending {liil, 
© Inveſtigating ſure the chain of things, | 
With radiant finger points to Heaven again. 1549 


The generous * ASHLEY thine, the friend of Man; 
Who ſcann'd his Nature with à brother's eye, 

His weakneſs prompt to ſhade, to raiſe his aim, 

To touch the finer movements of the mind, 

And with the moral beauty charm the heart. 

Why need I name thy BoyLe, whoſe pious ſearch 
Amid the dark receiies of his works, 1556 


The great CREATOR ſought? And why thy Locke, 


Who made the whole internal world his os n? 
Let INEWTON, pure Intelligence, whom. GOD 

To mortals lent, to trace bis boundleſs works 1560 
From laws ſublimely ſimple, ſpeak thy fame 

In all philoſophy. For lofty ſenſe, 

Creative fancy, and inſpection keen 

Thro* the deep windings of the human heart, 1564 


Is not wild SHAKESPEARE thine and Nature's boaſt ? 


Is not each great, each-amiable Muſe 

Of claſſic ages in thy ML ron met: 

A genius univerſal as his theme; 

Aſtoniſhing as Chaos, as the bloom | 
Of blowing. Eden fair, as Heaven ſublime. 1570 
Nor ſhall my verſe that elder bard forget, 


The gentle SPENCER, Fancy's pleaſing ſon ; 


: Who, like a copious river, pour'd his fong 


Oer all the mazes of enchanted ground: | 
Nor 
23 \NT9NY AsnLEY Coorrn, Earl of Shafteſbury. 
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Nor thee, his antient maſter, laughing ſage, 1575 Z 
CHAUCER, whoſe native manners-painting verſe, B 
Well-moraliz'd, ſhines thro* the Gothic cloud 
Of time and language o'er thy genius thrown. 


FFP 


FA oa 


_ 


May my ſong ſoften, as thy 1 J, 
Br1TANNTA, hail! for beauty is their own, 1580 
The feeling heart, ſimplicity of life, : 
And elegance, and taſte * the taultlefs form, 5 
Shap'd by the hand of harmony; the check, 

Where the live crimſon, thro” the native white 

Soft-ſhooting, o'er the face diffuſes bloom, 15 85 
And every namelefs grace; the parted lip, 
Like the red rofe-bud moiſt with morning-dew, 1 
Breathing delight; and, under flowing jet, 4 
Or ſunny ringlets, or of circling brown, ; 1 
The neck flight - ſhaded, and the fwelling dreaſt; 1590 : 
The look refiſtleſs, piercing to the ſoul, 5 
And by the ſoul inform'd, when dreſt in love 
She ſits . in the conſcious w_ | 


. Fes 
* : 2 3 ; E 1 "343 
bs 3 4 _—_— id 2H 


ESLAND of bliſs l amid the ſubject 3 „ 
That thunder round thy rocky coaſts, ſet up, 1595 ; 
At once the wonder, terror, and delight, | 
Of diſtant nations ; whoſe remoteſt ſhores 
Can ſoon be ſhaken by thy navabkarm; 

Not to be ſhook thyſelf, but all aſſaults + 
Baflling, as wy Bear _ the: loud ſea-wave. "r600 
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Of empire riſes, or alternate falls, 


Send forth the ſaving ViRrTuks round the land, 

In bright patrol : white Peace, and ſocial Love; 
The tender-looking Charity, intent 1605 
On gentle deeds, and ſhedding tears thro* ſmiles ; 
Undaunted Truth, and Dignity of mind; 
Courage compos'd, and keen; found Temperance, 
Healthful in heart and laok ; clear Chaſtity, 

With bluſhes reddening as ſhe moves along, T6r0 


Diſorder'd at the deep regard ſhe draws ; 


Rough Inda/try; Actiuity untir'd, 
With copious life informa d, and all awake : 
While in the radiant front, fuperior ſhines 


That firſt paternal virtue, Public Zeal ; x6x5 
Who throws o'er all an equal wide ſurvey; | 
And, ever muſing on the common weal, HEL 


Still Iabours glorious with ſome great deſign. 


Low walks the ſun, and broadens by degrees, 
Juſt o'er the verge of day. The ſhifting clouds 1620 
Aſſembled gay, a richly-gorgeous train, 

In all their pomp attend his ſetting throne. 

Air, earth, and ocean ſmile immenſe. And now, 
As if his weary, chariot ſought the bowers F 
Of Amphitrite, and her tending nymphs, 1625 
(So Grecian fable fung) he dips his'orbs _ 
Now half-immers'd; and now a golden curve 
Gives one bright glance, then total diſappears. 


For ever running an enchanted round, 
p39 fon Paſſe s 
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Paſſes the day, deceitful, vain, and voids 1634 


As fleets the viſion o'er the formal brain, 


This moment hurrying wild th' impaſſion'd ſoul, 
The next in nothing loſt. *Tis fo to him, 

The dreamer of this earth; an idie blank: 

A ſight of horror to the-ergel wreteh, 1635 
Who all day long in fordid pleaſure roll'd, 
Himſelf an uſeleſs load, has ſquander'd vile, 

Upon his ſcoundrel train, what might have cheer'd 
A drooping family of modeſt worth. 

But to the generous ſtill- improving mind, 1640 
That gives the hopeleſs heart to ſing for joy, 
Diffuſing kind beneficenee around, 

Boaſtleſs, as now deſcends the ſilent dew ; 

To him the long review of grder'd life 

Is inward e _ to be felt. 1645 


ConFEss'D "WO e 3 cura cloud, | 


Alt ether foftening, foder Eventing takes 


Her wonted ftation in the middle air; 


A thouſand h io at her beck. Firſt this 

She ſends on earth; then that of deeper dye 1650 
Steals ſoft behind; and then a deeper till, 

In circle following circle, gathers round, 

To cloſe the face of things. A freſher gale 

Begins to wave the wood, and ſtir the Rream, 
Sweeping with ſhadowy guſt the fields of corn; 1655 
While the quail clamours for his running mate. 
Wide o'er the thiſtly lawn, as ſwells the breeze, 

A * ſnower of vegetable down 


Amuſive 
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Amuſive floats. The kind impartial care 


i Of Nature nought diſdains: thought ful to feed 1660 


| Her loweſt ſons, and clothe the coming year, 


From field to field the feather'd ſeeds the Wings. 


Re” 
Hrs folded lock ſecure, the ſhepherd home 


bay merry hearted : and by turns relieves | 
The ruddy milk-maid of her brimming pail; 1665 
© The beauty whom perhaps his witleſs heart, 
J Uaknowing what the joy-mixt anguif means, 
deen loves, by that beſt language ſhewn 
© Of cordial. glances, and obliging deeds. 
> Onward they paſs, o'er many a panting height, 7670 
And valley ſunk, and unfrequented; where 
A fall of eve the fairy people throng, 
In various game, and revelry, to paſs 
Tt he ſuramer-aightr, as village-ſtories tell, 
Þ Bur far about they wander from the grave 1675 
Of him, whom his ungentle fortune urg'd 
© Againſt his own ſad breaſt to lift the hand 
Of impious violence. The lonely tower 
1 © Is alſo ſhunn'd ; whoſe mournful chambers hold, 


F 80 3 Fancy dreams, the yelling ghoſt. 1 680 


Among the crooked lanes, on every hedge, 


2 The glow-worm lights his gem; and, thro” the dark, 


A moving radiance twinkles. Eœening vields 
The world to Night; not in her winter- robe 

Of maſly Stygian woof, but looſe array d 1685 
{ln mantle dun. A faint erroneous ray, 4] 
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Flings half an image on the ſtraining eye; 


Divincly great; they in their powers exult, 
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Glanc'd from th' imperfect ſurfaces of things, 
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W? :le wavering woods, and villages, and ſtreams, | 1 
And rocks, and mountain-tops, that long retain'd16y | « 
Th' aſcending gleam, are all one ſwimming ſcene, - 
Uncertain if beheld. Sudden to heaven F 


Thence weary viſion turns: where, leading ſoft & - 
The ſilent hours of love, with pureſt ray 11 
1 


Sweet Venus ſhines; and from her genial riſe, 169; | 
When day: light ſickens till it fprings afreſh, 8 * 
UnrivaFd reigns, the faireſt lamp of night. 8 
As thus th' effulgence tremulous I drink, = 7 


With cheriſh'd gaze, the lambent lightnings ſhoot 


Acroſs the ſky; or horizontal dart I 700 

In wondrous ſhapes : by fearful murmuring croud WW /- 
Portentous deem'd. Amid the radiant orbs, . 
That more than deck, that animate the ſky, FT 


The life-infuſing ſuns of other worlds ; 5 8 
Lo! from the dread immenſity of ſpace 17 


Returning, with accelerated courſe, | > 
The ruſhing comet to the ſun deſcends ; F 
And as he finks below the ſhading earth, 18 


With awful train projected o'er the heavens, 


8 

A 
The guilty nations tremble. But, above 1710 7 
Thoſe ſuperſtitious horrors that enſlave ET 
The fond ſequacious herd, to myflic faith =" 
And blind amazement prone, the enlightened few, W 0 
W hoſe godlike minds philoſophy exalts, T 
The glorious ſtranger hail. They feel a joy 7 FT 
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| Thawondrousforceofthonght,whichmountingſpurns 
| This duſky ſpot, and meaſures ali the ſky ; 


© 1 from his far excurſion thio* the wilds 


| Of barren ether, faithful to his time, | 1720 
| Ther ſee the blazing wonder rife anew, 


z In ſeeming terror clad, but kindly ben 
| To work the will of all-ſuftaining Lovz :?: 


From his huge vapoury train perhaps to ſhake 
| Reviving moiſture on the numerous orbs, I725 
Thro' which his long ellipſis winds ; perhaps | 


: To lend new fuel to declining ſuns, 


3 To light up worlds, and feed th? eternal hire. 


W1TH thee, ſerene Philoſophy, with thee, 
| And thy bright gacland, let me crown my ſong! 17 30 
Effuſive ſource of evidence, and truth! 
A'luſtreſhedding o'er th* ennobled mind, 


Stronger then ſummer-noon; and pure as that, 


" Whoſe mild vibrat ions ſooth the parted ſoul, 


New to the dawning of celeſtial dax. 1535 
Hence thro' her nouriſh'd powers, enlarg'd by thee, 
She ſprings aloft, with elevated pride, 
| Above the tangling maſs of low deſires, 
That bind the fluttering crowd ; and, angel-wing'd, 
The heights of ſcience and of virtue gains, 1740 
Where all is calm and clear; with Natute round, 
Or in the flarry regions, or th' abyſs, | 
To Reaſon's and to Fancy's eye diſplay'd: 
The #ir/t up- tracing, from the dreary void, 

. K „ 


n 


a 


Nor moral excellence, nor ſocial bliſs, 


8 . 
'The chain of cauſes and effects to Ilim, ry 
The world-producing Eſence, who alone W 
Poſſeſſes being; while the /aft receives n 
The whole magnificence of heaven and earth, = 
And every beauty, delicate or bold, Er 
Obvious or more remote, with livelier ſenſe, 17 WM pi 
Diffuſive painted on the rapid mind. I. 
Turo p by thee, hence Poetry exalts * 
Her voice to ages; and informs the page | | 
With muſic, image, ſentiment, and thought, I 
Never to die! the treaſure of mankind ' 1753 


Their higheſt honour, and their trueſt joy! 


WITHOUT thee what were unenlighten'd Man! 
A ſavage roaming thro' the woods and wilds, 
In queſt of prey; and with th' unfaſhioned fur 
Rough-clad ; devoid of every finer art, 1760 
And elegance of life. Nor happineſs 
Domeſtic, mix'd of tenderneſs and care, 


Nor guardian law were his; nor various ſkill 

To turn the furrow, or to guide the tool 1763 
Mechanic; nor the heaven- conducted prow 

Of navigation bold, that fearleſs braves 

The burning line, or dares the wintry pole; 
Mother ſevere. of infinite delights ! | 
Nothing, ſave rapine, indolence, and guile, 1770 
And woes on woes, a ſtill-revolving train! 


Whole 


= 
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15 WE Whoſe horrid circle had made human life 
© Than non-exifſtence worſe : but, taught by thee, 
Ours are the plans of policy, and peace; 
o live like brothers, and conjunctive all 1775 
Embelliſh life. While thus laborious crowds 

50 ; Ply the tough oar, Philoſophy directs 
© The ruling helm; or like the liberal breath 

Ot potent Heaven, invilible, the fail 

| Swells out, and bears th? inferior world along. 178 


_ „ 


Nos to this evaneſcent ſpeck of earth 
PPoorly confin'd, the radiant tracts on high 
Are her exalted range; intent to gaze 
creation thro” ; and, from that full complex 
n! Wor never-ending wonders, to concetve 1785 
Of the SOLE BEING right, who /poke the Word, | 
And Nature mov'd complete. With inward view, 
bo rbence on th' ideal kingdom ſwift ſhe turns 
Her eye; and inſtant; at her powerful glance, 
Th' obedient phantoms vaniſh or appear; 1790 
compound, divide, and into order ſhift, | 
Each to his rank, from plain perception np 
Vo the fair forms of Fancy's fleeting train: 
Jo reaſon then, deducing truth from truth; 
And notion quite abſtract ; where firſt begins 1795 
The world of ſpirits, action all, and life 
Unfettered, and unmix'd. But here the cloud, 
So wills ETERNAL PaoviDeNnce, ſits deep. 
Enough for us to know that this dark ſtate, _ 
lu wayward paſſions loſt, and vain pur ſuits, 1800 
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This Infaney of Being, eannot prove 


The final iſſue of the works of Gop, 
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By boundleſs I. ov E and perfect WIsp M ſorai'd, 


And ever riſing with the rifing mind. 
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The fubjed prepoſed. Addreſſed to Mr Cxs:ow, 
A preſpect of the fields ready for tarveſt. Refic. 
tions in praiſe of indufery raiſed by that view, 
Reaping. A tale relative to it. A hari 
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A ludicrous account of fox-hunting. A view if 
an orchard. Malliſruit. A vinezard. A 
: deſcription ef fogs, frequent in the latter part 
cf Autumn : whence a digreſion, enguiring ty 
the riſe of fountains and rivers. Bird. 77 ſea- 
en conſidered, that now ſhift their habitation. 
| The prodigious number of them that cover the 
northern and weftern iſles of SCOTLAND. Hence 
@ view of the country. A proſpect of the diſco- 
toured, fading woods. After a gentle diſiy day, 
1 moon-light. Autumnal meteors. Morning: 
"3B 1 0 auhich fuccteut a calm, pure, fun-ſhiny day, 


being gathered in, the country difſelved in ji. 


fophical country hfe. 


\ n n __ 
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fach us uſually ſhuts up the ſegſn. The harveſt | 


The whole concludes with a panegyric on a plile- | 


„„ 


4UTU MN. 
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Rown”Dwith the ſickle and the wheaten ſheaf, 
, Wille AUTUMNgnodding o'er the yellow plain, 
Comes jovial on; the Doric reed once more, 
Well pleas'd, I tune, Whate'er the Wintry froſt 
Nitrous prepar'd ; the various-bioſſom*d Spring 5 
Put in white promiſe forth; and Sumrner-ſuns 
Concocted ſtrong, ruſh boundleſs now to view, 
Full, perfect all, and ſwell my glorious theme. 


OnsLow : the Muſe, ambitious of thy name, 
To grace, inſpire, and dignify her ſong, 10 
Would from the Public Voice thy gentle ear 
A while engage. Thy noble cares ſhe knows, 
The patriot virtues that diftend thy thought, 
; WH Spread on thy front, and in thy boſom glow ; 
While liſtening ſenates hang upon thy tongue, 15 
Devolving thro' the maze. of eloquence _ 7 
. A roll of periods, ſweeter than her ſong. 
But ſhe too pants for public virtue, ſhe, 
Tho' weak of power, yet ſtrong in ardent will, 
Whene er 
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Whom labour ſtill attends, and ſweat, and pain: 


Vet the kind ſource of every gentle art, 45 
And all the ſoft civility of life : 


116 AUTUMY. 


Whens'er ber count tey ruſhes on her heart, 
Aſſumes a bolder note, and fondly tries 
To mix the patriot's with the poct's flame. | 


WHEN the bright Virgin gives the beauteous days, 
And Libra weighs in equal ſcales the year; 
From heaven's high cope the fierce eſſulgence ſhook 25 
Of parting Summer, a ſerener blue, 

With golden light enlivened, wide inveſts 

The happy world. Attemper'd ſuns ariſe, 
Sweet-beam*d, and fhedding oft thro” lucid clouds 
A plcafing calm; while broad, and brown, below 30 
F xtenſive harveſts hang the heavy head. 'F 
Rich, ſilent, deep, they ſtand: for not a gale 

Rolls its light billows o'er the bending plain: 

A calm of plenty! ' till the ruſfled air 

Falls from its poiſe, and gives the breeze to blow.; 1 | 
Rent is the fleecy mantle of the ſły = 
The clouds fly different: and the ſudden ſun 5 
By fits effulgent gilds th' illumin'd field, 

And black by fits the ſhadows ſweep along. 

A gaily-checker'd heart- expanding view, 40 
Far as the circling eye can ſhoot around, 
Unbounded toſſing in a flood of corn. 


THESE are thy bleſſings, IxDUSs TRY! ; rough power! 


Raiſer of human kind! by Nature caſt, 
| g 8 Naked, 
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Naked, and helpleſs, out amid the woods 

| And wilds, to rude inclement elements; 

| With various ſeeds of art deep in the mind 50 
| Implanted, and profuſ:ly pgur'd around 

| Materials infinite; but idle all. 

Still unexerted, in th' unconſcious breaſt, | 

| Slept the lethargic powers; corruption till, 


| Yoracions, ſwallowed what the liberal hand 5 N 


of bounty ſcatter'd o'er the ſavage year: 

And ſtill the ſad barbarian, roving, mix'd 

With beaſts of prey; or for his acorn- meal 

Fought the fierce tuſky boar; a ſhivering wretch ! 

| Aghaſt, and comfortleſs, when the bleak north, 68 
With Winter charg'd, let the mix'd tempeſt fly, 
| Tail, rain, and ſnow, and bitter-breathing froſt : 
Then to the ſhelter of the hut he fled ; 

And the wild ſeaſon, ſordid, pin'd away. 

For home he had not; home is the reſort 65 
Of love, of joy, of peace and plenty, where, 
Supporting and ſupported, poliſn'd friends, 

| And dear relations mingle into bliſs. 

| But this the rugged ſavage never felt, 

| Lven defolate in crowds ; and thus his days 76 
| Roll'd heavy, dark, and unenjoy'd along: 

| A waſte of time! till InDUsT&Y approach'd, 

And rous'd him from his miſerable ſloth: 

Ulis faculties unfolded; pointes out, 

Where laviſh Nature the directing hand "79 
Ot Art demanded; ſhew'd him how to raiſe 

His fecble force by the mechanic powert, 
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To dig the mineral from the vaulted earth, 

On what to turn the piercing rage of fire, 

On what the torrent, and the gather'd blaſt; 60 
Gave the tall ancient foreſt to his ax; 

Taught him to chip the wood, and hew the ſtone, 
Till by degrees the finiſh'd fabric roſe ; 

"Fore from his limbs the blood-polluted fur, 

And wrapt them in the woolly veſtment warm, 8; 
Or bright in gloſſy ſilk, and flowing lawn; 

With wholeſome viands fill'd his table, pour'd 
The generous glaſs around, inſpir'd to wake 

The life-refining foul of decent wit: 

Nor ſtopp'd at barren bare neceſſity ; - Ki 
But ftill advancing- bolder, led him on 

To pomp, to pleaſure, elegance and grace; 

And, breathing high ambition thro” his ſoul 

Set ſcience, wiſdom, glory, in. his view, 

And bade him be the Lord of all below. 95 


THEN gatheringmentheirnaturalpowerscombin'd, 
And form'd a Public; to the general good 
Submitting, aiming, and conducting all. 

For this the Patrist- Council met, the full, 

The free, and fairly repreſented Mhole: ' 100 
For this they plann'd the holy guardian laws, 
Diſtinguiſh'd orders, animated arts, 

And with joint force Oppręſſion chaining, ſet 
Imperial Fuftice at the helm; yet ſtill 

To them accountable: nor flaviſn dream' d 105% 
That toiling millions muſt reſign their weal, 


And 
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| The roaring veſſel ruſh'd into the main 


N 119 
N 


] And all the honey of their ſearch, to ſuch 
| As for themſelves alone themſelves have rais'd. 


HENCE every form of cultivated life . 


In order ſet, protected, and inſpir d, 110 
Into perfection wrought. Uniting all, 

Society grew numerous, high, polite, 

And happy. Nurſe of art! the city rear'd 

In beauteous pride her tower-encircled head; 

| And,ftretching ſtreet on ftreet, by thouſandserew, 115 
From twining woody haunts, or the tough yew 
Jo bows ſtrong-ſtraining, her aſpiring ſons. 


Tux Commerce brought into the publick walk 


| The buſy merchant ; the big warehouſe built; 119 
| Rais'd the ſtrong crane; choak'd up the loaded ſtreet 
| With foreign plenty; and thy ſtream, O Thames, 
Large, gentle, deep, majeſtic, king of floods! 
Choſe for his grand reſort. On either hand, 


Like a long wintry foreſt, groves of maſts 


| Shot up their ſpires z the bellying ſheet between 12 5 


Poſſels'd the breezy void; the ſoety hulk, 
Steer'd ſluggiſh on; the ſplendid barge along 
Row'd regular, to harmony; around, 


| The boat light-ſcimming, ſtretch d its oary wings; 
| While deep the various voice of fervent toil - 130 
From bank to bank increas'd ; whenceribb'd with oak, 


To bear the Briti/h Thunder, black, and bold, 


THEN 


1 
ys * 
b f 
DA - Y F " " " 4 x 2 < 1 ö 
2 1 ; * re. 33 2 7 be 
3 ues 7 3 r — — — : a N i — , . _ n 5 * 1 3 7 
— wv Cs ol om: P — — —— „ = y £4 . 
- N 2 —— n —— Derr ee — oy 3 — 1 — RS 
4 RR. , — 7 Ks ” s ” — 1 Po pd * . - = * * — 
- . * s * WH 4 ed le, 1 3 — — — . oa, — — — age” III SEES x) * — ＋ — * - Sh 3 r HS 2 — N 
— n > ay ad bes "un a». — — — 2 Wis — 4 - — — 15 Q 70 » * 5 — 
+" at l 0 . : — *.. N <A * 1 „ 8 1 4s - 12 8 1 * — — 
N ay - ns — — — p 2 —— 23 q r 
7 9 o a Op 2 ä > > q DX > = 
4 ” * — . 4 —— ER Sc 2 p 2 & =, 1 2 — - 7 — - ors — 
+ —— n * — Ye I h * — rears) » wv — 22 l . 


— 


q 
u. 
* 
1 
* v 
By 
C oy 
"= 
9 * 
13 
7 
9 
4 
* 4 # 
2 
EZ, 
7 
* Fs 
3 
_— 
LE: 
; ' 
:; BB 
1 5 
F 1 
i 
o 1 „ 
4 
, [ 
+. 7 = 
_ 
! N 
4 
12 
4 
F > 
.. 
2 
** 
my 
FL 
| N 
14 
7 © 
73 2 1 
+ 
11 
4. 
* 
* 
= 4 1 
* a3 
4 1 
4 I 3 ts 
SY 
+3 
1 1 
1 LSE 
l * 
by * 
. 7 
17 x 
k 
3 
1 
. 0 1 
wy + 
N * 
ri <4 * 
n 
4» 
* 
7. 
8 
41S, 
: 5 
Si 
12 
: > 
x 6 1997 
. i, 
+. 75 
e 
129 
7 
— 
* I ho 
mv 
bY 
1 
2 
by 
p< 
I 
I 
3 
2 
«i 
1 
1 
* 13 : 
on * 
I + 1 
* 
+ 
| t 
= 
7 4 
1 | 
F 
n 
"243 
— 3 
£5 
x | 1 
* f 
1 


— 


120 AUTUMN. 


T HEN too the pillar'd dome, magnific, heav'd 
Its ample roof; and Luxury within 131 
Pour'd out her glittering ſtores: the canvas i\mcoth, 
With glowing life protuberant, to the view 
T.mbodied roſe; the ſtatue feem'd tobreathe, 


And ſoften into fleſh, beneath the touch 


Of forming -art, imagination-fluſh'd. 149 


ALL is the ziftof INDUSTRY ; whate'er 
Yxalts, embellifhes, and renders life 
Delightful. Penſive Winter chear'd by him 
Sits at the focial fire, and happy hears 
T*“ excluded tempeſt idly rave along; 145 
His harden*d fingers deck the gaudy Spring; 
Wirhout him Summer were an arid waſte : 
Nor. to th* Autumnal months could thus tranſmit. 
"hoſe full, mature, immeaſureable ſtores, 
That, waving round, recall my wandering ſong. 1:0 


Soo as the morning trerhbles'o'er the ſky, . 
And, unperceiv'd, unfolds the fpreadirig day; 
Before the ripened field the reapers ſtand, 

In fair array; each by the laſs he loves, 

To bear the rougher part, and mitigate 155 
By nameleſs gentle offices her toil. 

At once they ſtoop and ſwell the luſty n 


While thro? their cheerful band the rural talk, 
The rural ſcandal, and the rural jeſt, 


Fly harmleſs, to deceive the tedious time, 150 


And ftcal unfelt the ſultry hours away. 0 
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Behind the maſter walks, builds up the ſhocks; 
And, conſcious, glancing oft on every ſide 

; His ſated eye, feels his heart heave with; joy. 

The gleaners ſpread around, and here and there, 16 5: 
| Spike after ſpike, their ſcanty harveſt pick, 

| Be not too narrow, huſbandmen ! but fling. 

| From the full ſheaf, with charitable ſtealth, 


The liberal handful. Think, oh grateful think! 
How good the Gop of HAR VEST is to you; 170 
Who pours abundance o'er your flowing fields ; 
While theſe unhappy partners of your kind 
Wide-hover round you, like the fowls of heaven, 
And aſk their humble dole. The various turns 

Of fortune ponder; that your ſons may want 175 
What now, with hard reluctance, faint, ye give. 


Tun lovely young LAvix iA once had friends; 

And Fortune ſmil'd, deceitful, on her birth. 

For, in her helpleſs years depriv'd of all, 

Of every ſtay, ſave Innocence and Heaven, 389 

She, with her widow'd mother, feeble, old, 

And poor, liv'd in a cottage far retir'd 

Among the windings of a woody vale ; 

By ſolitude and deep-furrounding ſhades, 

But more by baſhful modeſty conceal'd, 185 

Together thus they ſhunn'd the cruel ſcorn 

Which virtue, funk to poverty, would meet 

From giddy paſſion and low- minded pride: 

Almoſt,on Nature's common bounty fed; 

Like the e birds that ſung them to repoſe, 190 
L Contents 


— CY 
* * 


* 


— 


—— 


— — 
A. 


r r 
* 2 8 Rn 
— ta * * 
* 1 : — 
ny, "4 : —— 
OD RR IS 
— > — * 


122 AUTUMN. 


Content, and careleſs of to-morrow's fare, 
Her form was freſher than the morning roſe, 
When the dew wets its leaves; unſtain'd, and pure, 
As is the lily, or the mountain ſnow. | 
The modeſt virtues mingled in her eyes, 199 
Still on the ground dejected, darting all 
Their humid beams into the blooming flowers: 
Or when the mournful tale her mother told, 
Of what her faithleſs fortune promis'd once, 
Thrill'd in her thought, they, like the dewy ſtar 200 
Of evening, ſhone in tears. A native grace 
Sat fair-proportion'd on her poliſh'd limbs, 
Veil'd in a fimple robe, their beſt attire, 
Beyond the pomp of dreſs ; for lovelineſs 
Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, 203 
But is, when unadorn'd, adorn'd the moſt. 
Thoughtleſs of beauty, ſhe was beauty 's ſelf, 
Recluſe amid the cloſe-embowering woods. 
As in the hotlow breaſt of Appenine, | 
Beneath the ſhelter of encircling hills, 210 
A myrtle riſes, far from human eye, : 
And breathes its balmy fragrance o'er the wild ; : 
So flouriſh'd blooming, and unſeen by all, Ho 
The ſweet LAvINIA ; till, at length, compell'd ; 
By ſtrong Neceſſity's ſupreme command, 215 f 
With ſiniling patience in her looks, ſne went | t 
To glean PALEMON 's fields. The pride of ſwains WWF , 
PALEMON was, the generous, and the rich; 6 
Who led the rural life in all its jy  _ F 
And elegance, ſuch as Arcadian ſong 220 : 
5 Tranſmits 
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Tranſmits from ancient uncorrupted times; 
When tyrant cuſtom had not ſhackled Man, 
But free to follow Nature was the mode. 

He then, his fancy with autummal fcenes 

Amuſing, chanc'd beſide his reaper-train 225 
To walk, when poor LAVvINIA drew his eye; 
Unconſcious of her power, and turning quick 

With unaffected bluſhes from his gaze: | 

He ſaw her charming, but he ſaw not half 
The charms her downcaſt modeſty conceal'd. 230 
That very moment love and chaſte deſire 

Sprung in his boſom, to himſelf unknown ; 

For ſtill the world prevail'd, and its dread laugh, 
Which ſcarce the firm philoſopher can ſcorn, 
Should his heart own a gleaner in the field: 235 
And thus in ſecret to his foul he ſigh'd ;— 


« WHAT pity ! that ſo delicate a form, 
« By beauty kindled, where enlivening ſenſe 
“ And more than vulgar goodneſs ſeem to dwell, 
Should be devoted to the rude embrace 240 
« Of fome indecent clown ! She looks, methinks, 
« Of old AcasTo's line; and to my mind 
« Recalls that patron of my happy life, 
From whom my liberal fortune took its riſe; 
No to the duſt gone down; his houſes, lands, 245 
And once fair-ſpreading family, diſſolv'd. 
« Tis ſaid, that in ſome lone obſcure retreat, 
« Urg*d by remembrance fad, and decent pride, 


« 77 ar from tlioſe icenes which knew their better days, 
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« His aged widow and his daughter live, 250 
«© Whom yet my fruitleſs ſearch could never find. 
Romantic wiſh! would this the daughter were!“ 


WHEN, ſtrict enquiring, from herſelf he found 
She was the fame, the daughter of his friend, 
Of bountiful Acasto; who can ſpeak 255 
The mingled paſſions that ſurpriz'd his heart, 
And thro” his nerves in ſhivering tranſport ran? 
Then blaz'd his ſmother'd flame, avow'd, and bold; 
And as he view'd her, ardent o' er and o'er, 
Love, gratitude, and pity wept at once. 260 
Confus'd, and ſrightened at his ſudden tears, 
Her riſing beauties fluſh'd a higher bloom, 
As thus PALEMON, paſſionate and juſt, 
' Pour'd out the pious rapture of his foul :—. 


« And art thou then AcasTo*s dear remains? 26; 
« She, whom my reſtleſs gratitude has ſought 
So long in vain? O heavens » the very ſaine, 
oe The ſeftened image of my noble friend, 
Alive his every look, his every feature, 
More elegantly touch'd. Sweeter than Spring! 270 
Thou ſole - ſurviving bloſſom, from the root 
«© That nouriſh'd up my fortune ! Say, ah where, 
« Tn what ſequeſter'd deſart, haſt thou drawn 
«© The kindeſt aſpect of delighted HEAVEN ? 
Into ſuch beauty ſpread, and blown ſo fair; 275 
«© Tho? poverty's cold wind, and cruſhing rain, 
“ Beat keen, and heavy, on thy tender years ! 
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O let me now, into a richer ſoil, 

; « Tranſplant thee ſafe ! where vernalſuns, and ſhow*'rs, 
s Diffuſe their warmeſt, largeſt influence; 280 
And of my garden be the pride, and joy! 

lll it befits thee, oh it ill befits 

% Aeksro's daughter, his whoſe open ſtores, 

{ © Tho” vaſt, were little to his ampler heart, . 
The father of a country, thus to pick 285 
The very refuſe of thoſe harveſt- ſields, 
Which from his bounteous friendſhip I enjoy. 

| 4 Thenthrow that ſhameful pittance from thy hand , 


« But ill apply'd to fuch a rugged taſk; 


The fields, the maſter, all, my fair, are es 290 
ef to the various bleſſings which thy houſe 
Has on me laviſh'd, thou wilt add that bliſs, 
That nn r the en of ae thee:'” 


HERE N10 the ow ; yet ſtill his Peng eye 


Expreſs d the facred triumph of his ſoul, 295 
With conſcious virtue, gratitude, and love, G 


Above the vulgar joy divinely rals'd. 
Nor waited he reply. Won by the charm . 
Of goodneſs irreſiſtible, and all | 


| In ſweet diforder loſt, ſhe bluſh*d confetit- 300 | 


The news immediate to her mother brought, 

While, piere'd with anxious thought, ſhe pin'd away 
The lonely moments for Lavinia's fate; 
Amaz'd, and'ſcarce believing what ſhe heard, 

Joy ſeiz*d her wither'd veins, and one 3 gleam 
Of N life ſhone on her . 306 
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Not leſs enraptur'd than the happy pair; 
Who nouriſh'd long in tender bliſs, and rear'd 


A numerous offspring, lovely like themſelves, 
And good, the grace of all the country round, 319 


DEFEATING oft the labours of the year, 
The ſultry South collects a potent blaſt, 
At firſt the groves are ſcarcely ſeen to ſtir 
Their trembling tops; and a ſtill murmur runs 
Along the ſoft-inclining fields of corn, 31; 
But as the aerial tempeſt fuller ſwells, 
And in one mighty ſtream, inviſible, 
Immenſe, the whole excited atmoſphere, 
Impetuous ruſhes o'er the ſounding world; 
Strain'd to the root, the ſtooping-foreſt pours 310 


A ruſtling ſhower of yet untimely leaves. 


High-beat, the circling mountains eddy in, 

From the bare wild, the diſſipated florm, 

And ſend it in a torrent down the vale. | 
Expos'd, and naked, to its utmoſt rage, bg 325 
'Thro? all the ſea of harveſt rolling round, 

The billowy plain floats wide; nor can evade, 
Tho? pliant to the blaſt, its ſcizing foree: 

Or whirl'd in air, or into vacant chaff 

Shook waſte. And ſometimes too a burſt of rain, 330 


Swept from the black horizon, broad, deſcends 


In one continuous flood. Still over head 

The mingling tempeſt weaves its gloom, and ſtill 

The deluge deepens; till the fields around 

Lie funk, and flatted, in the ſordid wave. 333 
0 1 Sudden, 
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Sudden, the ditches ſwell; the meadows ſwim. . 
Red, from, the hills, innumerable ſtreams 
Tumultuous roar; and high above its banks 

The river lift ; before whoſe ruſhing tide, 

Herds, flocks, and harveſts, cottages, and ſwains, 340 
Roll mingled down ; all that the winds had fpar'd 
In one wild moment ruin'd ; the big hopes, 

And well-earn'd treaſures oi the painful year. 

Fled to fome eminence, the huſbandman 

Helpleſs beholds the miſerable wreck 345 
Driving along: his drowning ox at once 

Deſcending, with his labours ſcatter'd round, 

He ſees; and inſtant o' er his ſhivering thought 
Comes Winter-unprovided, and a train | 

Of clamant children dear. Ye maſters, then, 350 


| Be mindful of the rough laborious hand, 
| That finks you ſoft in elegance and eaſe; 


Be mindful of thoſe limbs in ruffet clad 


| Whoſe toil to yours is warmth, and graceful pride; 


And oh be mindful of that ſparing board - "155 
Which covers yours with luxury profuſe, TY 
Makes your glaſs ſparkle, and your ſenſe rejoice } | 
Nor cruelly: demand what the deep rains, 

And all-involving winds: have fwept away. 


HERE the rude clamour of the ſportman's joy, 360 
Tze gun faſt-thundering, and the winded horn, 
Would tempt the Muſe to fing the rural Game: 
How, in his mid career, the ſpaniel ſtruek, | 
Stf;, by the tainted gale, with open noſe, 
N | | Ovt- 
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Their varied plumes, and watchful every way, 


Of the worſt monſter that e er roam' d the waſte, 
For 
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Outſtretel'd, and finely ſenſible, draws ſull, 
Feartul, and eavtivus, on the latent prey; 
As in the lun the cireling covey baſk 


Thro' the rough ſtubble turn the ſeeret eye. 
Caught in the meſhy ſnare, in vain they beat 370 


1 hicir idle wings, intangled more and more: 15 

Nor on the ſurges of the boundleſs air, 

Tho? borne triamphant, are they ſafe; the gun = 
8e 


Glauc'd juſt, and ſudden, from the fowler's eye | 
O'ertake their ſounding pinions ; and again, 4375 K 


| Immediate, brings them from the towering wing, Sti 


Dead to the ground; or drives them wide-difp-rs'd, Th 
Wounded, and wheeling various, down the wind. | Of 


Tb 

THESE are not ſubjects for the peaceful muſe, Co 
Nor will ſhe ſtain with ſuch ber ſpotleſs ſorg; 3% Mp Hu 
Then moſt delighted, when fhe ſocial ſees Va 
The whole mix*d animal- creation round | Co 
Alive, and happy. *Tis not joy tv her, By 


This falſcly-cheerful barbarous game of death; An: 


This rage of pleaſure, which the reſſleſs youth 355 In; 
Awakes, impatient, with the gleaming morn ; Bet 
When bcaſts of prey retire, that all night long, In { 
Urg'd by neceſſity, had rang'd the dark, | i Wit 
As if their conſcious ravage ſhun'd the light, | But 
Aſham'd. Not fo. the ficady tyrant man, 390 The 
Who with the thoughtleſs inſolence of power The 
Inflam'd, beyond the moſt infuriate wrath T he 

Cat 


R 2 


| For ſport alone purſues the cruel chace, 
Amid the beamings of the gentle days. 393 
f Upbraid, ye ravening tribes, our wanton rage, 
For hunger kindles you, and lawleſs want; 
But laviſh fed, in Nature's bounty roll'd, 
0 | To joy at anguiſh, and delight in blood, | 
Is what your horrid boſoms never knew. 400 


| Poor is the triumph o'er the timid hare ! 
| Scar'd from the corn, and now to ſome lone ſeat 
1; Ketir'd: the ruſhy fen ; the ragged furze, 8 
| Stretch'd o'er the ſtony heath; the ſtubble chapt; 
„ be thiſtly lawn; the thick-entangled broom ; 405 
| Of the ſame friendly hue, the wither'd fern; 
The fallow ground laid open to the fun, 
Concoctive; and the nodding ſandy bank, 
go Hung o'er the mazes of the mountain brook. 
Vain is her beſt precaution ; tho? ſhe ſits 410 
| Conceal'd, with folded ears; unſleeping eyes, 
By Nature rais'd to take the horizon in; 
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And head couch'd cloſe betwixt her hairy feet, Pe, 
8; ln act to ſpring away. The ſcented dew | bi 1 
Betrays her early labyrinth; and deep, 415 1 
In ſcattered ſullen openings, far behind, #8 Hp 
| With every breeze ſhe hears the coming ſtorm. "8 4 
But nearer, and more frequent, as it loads . 
qo The ſighing gale, ſhe ſprings amaz'd, and all 


The ſavage ſoul of game is up at once: 420 
The pack full opening, various; the ſhrill horn 
Relounded from the hills; the neighing ſtecd, 
Nr | | Wild 
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Wild for the chace; and the loud hunters ſhout ; 
O'er a weak, harmleſs, flying creature, all 
Mix'd in mad tumult, and diſcordant joy. 42; 


Tu E fag too, ſingled from the herd, where long 
He rang'd the branching monarch of the ſhades, 
Before the tempeſt drives. At firſt, in fpeed, 

"He, ſprightly, puts his faith; and rous'd by fear, 
Gives all his ſwift aerial foul to flight; 4;0 
Againſt the breeze he darts,.that way the more 
To leave the leſſening murderous cry behind : 
Deception ſhort ! tho? fleeter than the winds 
Blown o'er the keen-air d mountain by the north, 
He burſts the thickets, glances thro” the glades, 43 
And plunges deep into the wildeſt wood ; 

If flow, yet ſure, adheſive to the track 
Hot-ſteaming, up behind him come again 

Th' inhuman rout, and from the ſhady depth 
F.xpel bim, circling thro” his every ſhift, 44 
He ſweeps the foreſt oft; and ſobbing fees 

The glades, mild opening to the golden day; 
Where, in kind conteſt, with his butting friends 
He wont to ſtruggle, or his loves enjoy. 

Oft in the full-deſcending flood he tries 445 
To loſe the ſcent, and lave his burning fides : 

Oft ſeeks the herd ; the watchful herd, alarm'd, 
With ſelfiſh care avoid a brother's woe. 

What ſhall he do? His once ſo vivid nerves, 

So full of buoyant ſpirit, now no more 450 


Inſpire the courſe ; but fainting breathleſs toil, 
Sich 
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tick, ſeizes on his heart: he ſtands at bay; 

And puts his laſt weak refuge in deſpair. 

The big round tears run down his dappled face; 

He groans in anguiſh 3 while the growling pack, 455 
Blood-happy, hang at his fair jutting cheſt, 

10 mark his beauteous checker'd ſides with gore 


> 


425 


| Or this enough. But if the ſylvan youth, 

6 oſe fervent blood boils into violence, 

Muſt have the chace; behold, deſpiſing flight, _ 
The rous*d-up lion, refolute, and flow, 

Advancing full on the protended ſpear, 

And coward-band, that circling wheel aloof. 

Slunk from the cavern, and the troubled wood, 

Bee the grim wolf; on him his ſhaggy ſoe 465 
Vindictive fix, and let the ruffian die: 

Or, growling horrid, as the brindled boar 

Grins fell deſtruction, to the monſter's heart 

Let the dart lighten from the nervous arm. 


ma 


435 


449 
| TyrsE Britain knows not; give, ye BRITONS, then 


Looſe on the nightly robber of the fold: 
Him, from his craggy winding haunts unearth'd, 
Let all the thunder of the chaſe purſue. 


ich- hound, reſiſtleſs; nor the deep moraſs 476 
ketuſe, but thro' the ſhaking wilderneſs 
Tick your nice way; into the perilous flood 


hear fearleſs, of the raging inſtinct full; 


450 


Sick) 
And 


v 


Your ſportive fury, pityleſs, to pour 471. 


Throw the broad ditch behind you; o'er the hedge ' 


Dee ws — [one wth, 
» ODA Am Go as wn vere ee cen 


— 


i 
: 
a 
#4 
r 
a 
io 
4 
, ji 
f ' 
* i. 
: 
| 
; 1 
_ 
4 U 14 
bo 4 
1 » 
. . p 
F 2 
1 
1 
1 d F 
N 
f 1 
vg ; 
by 1. 
bd i $9 
= 
. , 4 
2 96 9 
L 5 
A 
£:."- * 
*, 
3 4 
py 
. J 
* . 1 
T. 
2 / 
4 
* 
1 : 
ſ : 
1 1 
7 * 
1,4 | 
g 
1 j 
n 
= 
_ 12 
1 
1 j 
: *B 
* 5 4 
. I 
+ 
1 12 
17 © 7 
4 4 > 
1 
7 1 
5 * 
vr $4 
+WL & 
: 14 
1 5 £ * 
9 * 
Cy 5 Ps 
1 
1 
ks I” 
= 3 
W $5 
_ 1 
i FH : 
S_ 37. 
188 
1 
1 
1 
| wr 1 
i 4 _ 
_—  :; 
1 
we | tp £4 
N * 
BY p 1E 
1 - 
NI x 
* 
: 4 
Oe 17 
93 
I 
x 4 y 
l \ 
1 * 


— 
bs line non — 
pou 


W 
— $1, $7008 — 2 
— 2 — —— 

— >, 222 wi 


S . SA 
_ g= 
_ —_ i — 
n 
— . 


A 
* 

on” 

* 

= 
* 
N 
. 


e "4 — 
8 8 on 
e — 
3 4; 
E_—=x= prongs * — 


— — o — —— 
n : © - 5 BEE, 

— - gs wo on a = > | " 13. 
I "ut tte, r 


” 2 
TY - J * WR IND pf * 6 3 U 
- 4 * "” jc 0 WE 4a -* — 2 r Os 8 22 9 N a 
Fa ” rH - o * 2 £ 2 4 — nn „rr bal 2 - W „ ere 9 2 : wy of 
N 2 2 — : y 8 .. * p 4 40" 3 1 r 722 oth res * 3 whoop . EOS os 
* 3 2 * — 2 r ITY r AQ 2 * . CES TI 2 "TY hs = F "ry 1 * — 5 +5 ue” Pl AL e 2 11 we * 9 a 
ney - e 2 ; py = F — — EL : : 5 R 5 fs Eh AN G 
pre r N —— — 3 8 2. * wan th . e * 
. . __ 
* 2 1 * ane! fone 2 . * « 


LE 


r ; — 

* — ery 
c 
> dy * — wort 

- A 
. 


. 
. 70 + 1 — 4 -” — - CY on - — 
1 . "y 25% 24 — — * 2 
— * — ner — 
— — — —ñäẽ appr SS —a—„—ö — — — . — 


2 
1 — — ” 


132 A UT U: MN. 
And as you ride the torrent, to the hanks 490 
Your triumph ſound ſonorous, running round, 
From rock to rock, in circling echoes toſt; 
Then ſcale the mountains to their 2 tops; 
Ruſh down the dangerous ſteep; and o'er the lawn, 
In fancy ſwallowing up the ſpace between, 45 
Pour all your ſpeed into the rapid game. 

For happy he! who tops the wheeling chace; 
Has every maze evolv'd, and every guile 
Diſclos'd; who knows the merits of the pack; 
Who ſaw the villain ſeiz'd, and dying hard, 4% 
Without complaint, tho? by an hundred mouths 
Relentleſs torn : O glorious he, beyond 

His daring peers! when the retreating horn 
Calls them to ghoſtly halls of grey renown, 
With woodland honours grac'd; the fox's fur, 40 
Depending decent from the roof; and ſpread 
Round the drear walls, with antick figures fierce, 
The ſtag's large front: he then is loudeſt heard, 
When the night ſtaggers with ſeverer toils, 
"With feats Tyſſalian Centaurs never knew, 00 
And their repeated wonders ſhake the dome. 


Bur firſt the fuel'd chimney blazes wide; 
The tankards foam; and the ſtrong table groans 
Beneath the ſmoaking firloin, ſtretch'd immenſe 
From fide to ſide; in which, with deſperate knife 50 
They deep. incifion make, and talk the while 
Cf ENGLAND's glory, ne'er to be defac'd 
While hence they borrow vigour : or amain 

Into 


AUTUMN, 133 


into the paſty plung'd, at intervals, * 
ir tomach keen can intervals allow, 510 


4% 


FRelating all the glories of the chace. 
Then ſated Hunger bids his brother Thir/? 
produce the mighty bowl; the mighty "HEY 
Swell'd high with fiery juice, ſteams liberal round 
LA potent gale, delicious, as the breath F135 
Of Maia to the love - ſick ſhepherdeſs, 5 
on violets diffus d, while ſoft ſhe hears 
fler panting ſhepherd ſtealing to her arms. 

46 Nor wanting is the brown October, drawn, 
z lature and perfect, from his dark retreet 520 
Of thirty years; and now his honeſt front 
Flames in the light refulgent, not afraid 
Even with the vineyard's beſt produce to vie. 
To cheat the thirſty moments, whiſt a while 


w his dull round, beneath a cloud of ſmoke, 52.5 
te, Wreath'd, fragrant, from the pipe; or the quick on 
d, lj thunder leaping from the box, awake 


The ſounding gammon+3_ while romp-loving miſs 
15 haul'd about, in h evhut, | 


Ar laſt theſe mules idleneſſes . 530 
Ade, frequent and full, the dry divan 9 
{Cloſe in firm circle; and ſet, ardent, in 
For ſerious drinking, Nor evaſion fly, 
Nor ſober ſhift, is to the puking wretch | 6:5; 
Indulg'd apart; but earneſt, brimming . 33 5 
pave every ſoul, the table floating round, 

an Denn, faithleſs to the fuddled foot. 
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| Out. lives them all; and: w_ his bury'd flock 


_ A V.T-UIMN; 


Thus as they ſwim' in mutual ſwill, the talk, 
Vociferousfat once from twenty tongues 519 
Reels faſt from themetotheme; from horſes, hounds, 
To church or miſtreſs, politicks or ghoſt, 

In endleſs mazes, intricate, perplex d. 
Mean-time, with ſudden interruption, loud, 

TH impatient-catch burſts from the joyous heart: 
That moment touch'd is every kindred ſoul; x4 
And, opening in. a full-mouth'd Cry of joy, 

The laugh, the flap, the jocund curſe go round; 
While, fromtheir ſlumbers ſhook, the kennel'd hounds 
Mix in the muſic of the day again. 

As when the tempeſt, that has vex'd the deep 550 
The dark night long, with fainter murmurs fails; 


80 gradual ſinks their mirth. Their feeble tongues, 


Unable to take up the cumbrous word, 

Lie quite diſſolv'd. Before their maudlin eyes, 
Seen dim, and blue, the double tapers dance, 55 
Like the ſun wading thro” the miſty ſky. A 
Then, ſliding ſoft, they drop. Confus'd above, 
Glaſſes and bottles, pipes and gazetteers, 

As if the table even itſelf was drunk, 

Lie a wet broken ſcene ; and wide, below, 569 
Is heap'd the ſocial laughter; where aſtride 
The lubber Power in filthy triumph fits, 


Slumb'rous, inclining ſtill from ſide to ſide, 


And ſteeps them drenchꝰd in potent ſleep till morn- 
Perhaps ſome doctor, of tremendous paunch, 565 
Awful and deep, alblack abyſs of drink, 


Retiring 
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Retiring, full of rumination ſad, 
59 Lamento the weakneſs of theſe latter times. 
ds, | i 


gur if the rougher ſex by this fierce ſport 570 
k hurried wild, let nof ſuch horrid joy 
Per ſtain the bofom of the BRITISH FAIR. 
Far be the ſpirit of the chace from them. 
Uncomely courage, unbeſeeming ſkill ;. 
Jo ſpring the fence; to rein the prancing SPADE 575 
The cap, the whip; the maſculine attire, 
In which they roughen to the ſenſe, and all. 
The winning ſoftneſs of their ſex is loſt, 
In them tis graceful to- diſſolve at woe; 
With every motion, every word, to wave 580 
Quick: o'er the kindling. cheek. the ready bluſh; 
And from the ſmalleſt violence to ſhrink | 
Vnequal, then the lovelieſt in their fears; 
And by this filent adulation, ſoft, 
To their protection more engaging Man. 585 
may their eyes no miſarable ſight, 5 
fave weeping lovers, ſee! a nobler game, 
| Thro* Love's enchanting wiles purſued, yet ſled, 
In chace ambiguous. May their tender limbs. 


And, faſhion'd all to harmony, alone 

Know they to ſeize the captivated ſoul, - 
| In rapture warbled from love-breathing lips;. 
To teach the Jute to languiſh ; with ſmooth ſep, 
Diſclofing motion in its every charm, 595 
To ſwim along, and ſwell the mazy dance; 
M 2 To 


Float in the loſe ſirrolieity of dreſs ! == 
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To train the foliage o'er the ſnowy lawn; 

To guide' the pencil, turn the tuneful page ; 
To lend new flavour to the fruitful year, 

And heighten Nature's dainties; in their race 600 
'To rear their graces into ſecond life ; 

To give-Society its higheſt taſte; _ 
Well-ordered Home Man's. beſt delight to make; 3 
And by ſubmiſſive wiſdom, modeſt ſkill, 
Wich every gentle care-eluding art, 6og 
'To raiſe the virtues, animate the bliſs, 

And ſweeten all the toils of human life: 

This be the female dignity, and praiſe. 


II ſwains now haſten to the hazel-bank; 
Where, down yon dale, the wildly-winding brook 
Falls hoarſe from ſteep to ſteep. In cloſe array, 61t 
Fit for the thickets and the tangling ſhrub, 

Ye virgins come. For you their lateſt ſong 
The woodlands raiſe; the cluſtering nuts: for you 


The lover finds amid the fecret ſhade ; Go 


And, where they burniſh on the topmoſt bough, 
With active vigour cruſhes down the tree; 

Or ſhakes them ripe from the reſigning huſk, 

A gloſly ſhower, and of an ardent brown, 

As are the ringlets of MELInDA's hair: 620 
MELINDA !. form'd with every grace complete, 
Yet theſe neglecting, above beauty wiſe, 


And far tranſcending ſuch a vulgar praiſe. 


IIEN or from the buſy joy-reſounding fields, 


Is 


1 wi ©, . 
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mu chearful error, let us tread the maze 625 
| Of Autumn, unconfin'd ; and taſte, reviv'd, : 
| The breath of orchard big with bending fruit. $3 
boo Obedient to the breeze and beating ray, | © 
From the deep- loaded bough a mellow ſhower _ 
Inceſſant melts away. The juicy pear | 630 1 | 
; Lies; in a ſoft profuſion, ſcattered round. 1 1 
A various ſweetneſs ſwells the gentle race; 
bog | By Nature's all-refining hand prepar'd ; 
Of temper'd ſun, and water, earth, and air, 
In ever-changing compoſition mixꝰ d. 635 
Such, falling frequent thro? the chiller night, 
The fragrant ſtores, the wide- projected heaps 
Of apples, which the luſty-handed year, 
k Innumerous, o'er the bluſhing orchard ſhakes. 
1A various ſpirits freſhy delicious, keen, 640 
Dwells in their gelid pores z-and, active, points 
The piercing cyder for the thirſty tongue: 
Thy native theme, and boon inſpirer too, 
| PhiLLIPS, Pomona's bard, the ſecond thou 
Who nohly durſt,"inrhyme-unefetter*d verſe, 64 5 
With Barris H freedom ſing the BRITISH ſong: | 
Now, from Silurian vats, high-ſparkling wines 
Foam in tranſparent floods; ſome ſtrong, to cheer 
The wintry revels of the labouring hind ; 
And n, _ to cool the ſummer hours. 650 
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IN this glad fats while his ſweeteſt beams 

The ſun ſhades equal o'er the meekened day: 

Oh ws me in the green delighful wjaks 
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Of, DoDiNGTON, thy ſeat, ſerene and plain; 
Where ſimple Nature reigns; and every view, bs; 
Diffuſive, ſpreads the pure Dor/etian downs, 

In boundleſs proſpe&t ; yonder ſnagg'd with wood, 
Here rich with harveſt, and there white with flocks! 
Mean time, the grandeur of the lofty dome, 
Far-ſplendid, ſeizes on the raviſh'd eye. 660 
New beauties rife with each revolving day; 

New columns ſwell ; and Rill the freſh Spring finds 

New plants to quicken, and new groves to green. 
Full of thy genius all! the Muſes” ſeat 
Where in the ſecret bower, and winding walk, 66; 
For virtuous YOUNG and thee they twine the bay. 
Here wandering oft, fir'd with the reſtleſs thirſt 
Of thy applauſe, I ſolitary court 
Th' inſpiring breeze: and meditate the book 
Of Nature ever open; aiming thence, 670. 
Warm from the heart, to learn the moral ſong. 
Here, as I ſteal along the ſunny wall, | 

Where autumn baſks, with fruit empurpled deep, 

My: pleafing theme continual prompts my thought: 

Preſents the downy peach ; the ſhining plum ;. 675 

The ruddy, fragrant nedtarine ;-and dark, 

Beneath his ample leaf, the luſeious fig. 

The vine too here her curling-tendrils ſhoots ; 

Hangs out her cluſters, glowing. to the ſouth ; 
And oy wiſhes for a warmer ſky. ' 680 
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To vigorous ſoils, and climes of fair extent; 
Where, 
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| Where, by the potent ſun elated high, 
| The e ſwells refulgent on the day; 
| Spreads oer the vale ; or up the mountain climbs „685 


profuſe; and drinks amid the ſunny rocks, 


From cliff to cliff encreas'd, the hightened blaze. 
The cluſters clear, 


| Half thro” the foliage ſcen, or ardent flame, 
| Or ſhine tranſparent ; while perfection breathes 690 
White o'er the turgent film the living dew. | 


Low bend the weighty boughs. 


As thus they. brighten with exalted juice, 


| Touch'd into flavour by the mingling ray ; 


The rural youth and virgins o'er the field, 


| Each fond for each to cull th” autumnal Prue, 695 
| Exulting rove, and ſpeak the vintage nigh. : 
Then comes the cruſhing ſwain ; the country floats, . 


And foams unbounded with the maſhy flood; 
That by degrees fermente&, and refin'd, | 


| Round the rais'd nations pours the cup. of joy: 700 


The claret ſmooth, red as the lip we preſs . . 
In ſparkling fancy, while we drain the bowl; 


| The mellow-taſted burgundy; and quick 


As is the wit it gives, the gay champaign. 


Now, by the cool declining year condens'd, 05 


Deſcend the copious exhatations, check d 


| As up the middle ſky unſeen they ſtole, 


And roll the doubling fogs around the hill. | 
No more the mountain, horrid, vaſt, ſublime, 


Who pours a ſweep of rivers from his fides, _ 710 


And high. between contending kingdoms rears” 
| e The 
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The rocky bug diviſion, fills the view 

With great variety; but in a night 

Of gathering vapour, from the baffled ſenſe 

Sinks dark and dreary. Thence expanding far, 15 

The huge duſk, gradual, ſwallows up the plain: 

Vaniſh the woods; the dim-ſeen river ſeems 

Sullen, and ſlow, to roll the miſty wave. 

Even in the height of noon oppreſt, the ſun 

Sheds weak; and blunt, his wide-retracted ray; 520 

Whence glaring oft, with many a broadened orb, 

He frights the nations. Indiſtinct on earth, 

Seen thro? the turbid air, beyond the life 

Objects appear; and, wilder'd, oer the waſte 

The ſhepherd ſtalks gigantic. Till at laſt 725 

Wreatlid dun around, in deeper circles ſtill 

Succeſſive cloſing, ſits the general fog 

Unbounded o' er the world; and, mingling thick, 

A formleſs grey confuſion covers all, 

As when of old (ſo ſung the HEBRE]W BarD) 730 
Light, uncollected, thro? the chaos urg'd: 

Its infant way; nor Order yet had drawn 

His lovely train from out the dubious gloom. 
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-THESE roving miſts,.that conſtant now begin 
To ſmoak along the hilly country, theſe 135 
With weighty rains, and melted Alpine ſnows, 
The mountain-ciſterns fill, thoſe ample ſtores} | 
Of water, ſcoop'd among the hollow rocks; 
Whence guſn the ſtreams, the ceaſeleſs fountains play, 
And their unfailing wealth the rivers draw. 740 
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Some ſages ſay, chat where the numerous wave 

For ever laſhes the reſounding ſhore, 

Drill'd thro? the ſandy ſtratum, every way, 

| The waters with the fandy ſtratum rife; 

Amid whoſe angles infinitely ſtrain'd, 745 
They joyful leave their jaggy ſalts behind, 

| And clear and ſweeten, as they foak along. 

Nor ſtops the reſtleſs fluid, mounting till, 

| Though oft amidſt th" irriguous vale it ſprings ; 

But to the mountain courted by the ſand, 750 
That leads it darkling on in faithful maze, 

Far from the parent-main, it boils again 

| Freſh into day; and all the glittering hill 

Is bright with ſpouting rills. But hence this vain 
Amuſive dream! why ſhould the waters love 755 
To take fo far a journey to the hills, 

When the. ſweet valleys offer to their toil 

| Inviting quiet, and a nearer bed ? | 

Or if, by blind ambition led aſtray, 

They muſt aſpire; why ſhould they ſudden ſtop 760 
Among the broken mountain's ruſhy dells, 

And, ere they gain its kigheſt peak, deſert 

Th' attractive ſand that charm'd their courſe ſo long? 
Beſides, the hard agglomerating ſalts, 

The ſpoil of ages, would impervious choak 565 
| Their ſecret channels; or, by ſlow degrees, | 
High as the hills protrude the ſwelling vales : 

Ola Ocean too, ſuck'd thro? the porous globe, 

Had long ere now forſook his horrid bed, 

And brought Deucalion”s wat*ry tins again. 976 
| SAY 
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ſuppaſe them to encompaſs the whole earth. 
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SAY then, where lurk the vaſt eternal ſprings, 
That, like Creating Nature, lie conceal'd 
From mortal eye, yet with their laviſh ſtores 
Refreſh the globe, and all its jovous tribes ? 
O thou pervading Genius, given to Man, 775 


To trace the ſecrets of the dark abyſs, 


O lay the mountains bare! and wide diſplay 
Their hidden ſtructure to th aſtoniſh'd view ! 


Strip from the branching Alns their piny load; 


The huge incumbrance of horrific woods 780 
From Afian Taurus, from Bnaus ſtretch'd 
Athwart the roving Tartar's ſullen bounds 


Give opening Hemus to my ſearching eye, 


And high Olympus pouring many a ſtream! 
O from the founding ſummits of the north, 
The Dsfrine Hills, thro? Scandinavia roll'd 
To fartheſt Lapland and the frozen main; 
From lofty Caucaſus, far ſeen by thoſe 
Who in the Caſpian and black Euxine toil ;: 
From cold Ripbhean Rocis, which the wild RH 79 
Believes the fony girdle of the world; 
And all the ereadful mountains, wrapt in ſtorm,, 
Whence wide Siberia draws her lonely floods; 
O ſweep th* eternal ſnows ! hung o'er the deep, 
That ever works beneath his ſounding baf-,, 795 
Bid Atlas, propping heaven, as poets feign, 

* The Moſcovites call the Riphean Mountains Welik 
Camenypoys, that is, the great flony Girdle: becauſe they. 
His 
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His ſubterranean wonders ſpread ! unveil 
| The miny caverns, blazing on the day, 
Of Abyfinia's cloud-compelling clifls, 


| O'ertopping all theſe-giant-ſons of earth. 
Let the dire Andes, from the radiant Line 
| Stretch d to the ſtormy ſeas that thunder round 
| The ſouthern pole, their hideous deeps unfold! 
| Amazing ſcene! Behold the glooms diſcloſe, 805 
% T ſee the rivers in their infant beds! 
Deep, deep I hear them, lab'ring to 25 free? 
I ſee the leaning ſtrata, artful rang'd ; 
The gaping fiſſures to receive the rains, 
The melting ſnows, and ever-dripping fogs. 810 
Strow'd bibulous above I ſee the ſands, $479 
The pebbiy gravel next, the layers then 
Of mingled moulds, of more retentive carths, 
The gutter'd:rocks and mazy-running clefts; 
That, while the ſtealing moiſture they tranſmit, beg 
2 Retard its motion, and forbid its waſte. 
Beneath th? inceſſant weeping of theſe drains, 
I ſee the rocky ſiphons firetch'd immenſe, 
The mighty reſervoirs, of hardened chalk, 


7s 


* 


O'erflowing thence, the congregated ſtores, 
The cryſtal treaſures of the liquid worli/ 
Thro the ftirr'd ſands a bubbling rn burſt; 


moſt all Mauomotapa. 
And 


And of the bending Mountains of the Moon ! 800 


Or ſtiff compacted clay, capacious form'd. 820 


'+ Arange of lente d Africa, that furround 1 
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And welling out, around the middle ſteep, 
Or from the bottoms of the boſom'd hills, 32 Ne 
In pure effuſion flow. United, thus, | 
Th' exhaling ſun, the vapour-burden'd air, 
The gelid mountains, that to rain condens'd 
Theſe vapours in continual current draw, 
And ſend them, o'er the fair-divided earth, $30 
In bounteous rivers to the deep again, 1 
A ſocial commerce hold, and firm ſupport 
The 3 harmony of things. 


WHEN e ſcatters his departing gleams, 
Warn'd of approaching Winter, .athered; play 85 
The ſwallow-people ; and toſs'd wide around, 
O' er the calm ſky, in convolution ſwift, 

The feathered eddy floats : rejoicing once, - 

Ere to their wintry ſlumbers they retire ; 

In cluſters clung, beneath the mould'ring bank, 840 
And where, unpierc'd by froſt, the cavern ſweats. 
Or rather into warmer climes convey'd, 

With other kindred birds of ſeaſon, there 


They twitter chearful, till the vernal months T 
Invite them welcome back: for, thronging, now 845 T 
Innumerous Wang are in commotion all. 'D 

WH ERE the Rhine loſes Bo ggg force g 
In Belgian plains, won from the raging deep, 0 
By diligence amazing, and the ſtrong U 
Unconquerable hand of Liberty, X 850 IJ 
The ſtork- aſſembly meets; for many a day, | p 
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Conſulting deep, and various, ere they take 
Their arduous voyage thro” the liquid ſky. 


And now their rout deſign'd, their leaders choſe, 
Their tribes adjuſted, clean'dtheir vigorous wings; 8 5 5 


And many a circle, many a ſhort eſſay, 
Wheel'd round and round, in congregation full 


The figured flight aſcends ; and, riding high | 
The aerial billows, mixes with the clouds. 


* 


On where che Northern ocean, in vaſt whitls, 860 
Boils round the naked melancholy iſſes 


Of fartheſt Thule, and the Atlantic ſurge 


Pours in among the ſtormy Hebrides ; | 
Who can recount what tranſmigrations there 
Are annual made? what nations come and go? 865 
And how the living clouds on clouds arife ? 775 
Infinite wings ! tall all the plume-dark air; 3 
And rude 8 en ho meg are one wild _ 


HERE the plain harmleſs native his ſmall Hock, 
And herd diminutive of many hues, 870 
Tends on the little iſland's verdant ſwell, 3 


The ſnepherd's ſea-girt reign; or, to the rocks 5 
Dire-elinging, gathers his ovarious food.. 


Or ſweeps the fiſhy ſhore ; or treaſures up 


| The plumage, riſing full, to form the bed 875 


Of luxury, And here a while the Muſe, 
High-hovering o'er the broad cerulean ſcene, ' 
Sees CALEDONIA, i in romantic view: 
Her airy mountains, from the waving main; 
: N | "on 
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Inveſted with a keen diffuſive ſky, 920 


Breathing the ſoul acute; her foreſts huge, 


Incult, robuſt, and tall, by Nature's hand 
Planted of old ; her azure lakes between, 
Pour'd out extenſive, and of wat'ry wealth 


Full; winding deep, and green, her fertile vales; 83) 
- With many a cool tranſlucent brimming flood 


Waſh'd lovely, from the Taveed (pure parent ſtream, 
Whoſe paſtoral banks firſt heard my Doric reed, 
With, ſylvan Fed, thy tributary brook, ) 

To where the north-inflated tempeſt foams 39 
O'er Orca's or Betubium's higheſt peak: 

Nurſe of a people, in misfortune's ſchool 
Train'd up to hardy deeds ; ſoon viſited 

By Learning, when before the Gothic rage 


She took her weſtern flight. A manly race, 395 
Of unfubmitting ſpirit, wiſe and brave; 


Who ſtill thro? bleeding ages ſtruggled hard, 


(As well unhappy WALLACE can atteſt, 


Great patriot-hero ! ill-requited chief) 

To hold a generous undiminiſh'd ſtate ; 900 
Too much in vain: Hence of unequal bounds 
Impatient, and by tempting glory borne 

O' er every land, for every land their life 

Has flow'd profuſe, their piercing genius plann'd, 
And ſwell'd the pomp of peace their faithful toi]. gog 


As from their own clear north, in radiant ſtreams, 


Bright over Europe burſts the Boreal Morn. 


On is there not ſome patriot, in whoſe power 
5125 >, That 
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That beſt, that godlike Luxury i is plac'd, 

of bleffing thouſands, thouſands yer unborn, | 910 
[Thro? late poſterity ? ſome, large of ſoul, 

To cheer dejected ind ? to give 

A double harveſt to the pining fwain ? 

And teach the labouring hand the ſweets of toil ? 
How, by the fineſt art, the native robe 9175 
To weavèe; how, white as hyperborean ſnow, ; 
To form the ludid lawn ; with venturous oar 

How to daſh wide the billow ; nor look on, 
Shamefully paſſive, while Batawvian fleets 

Defraud us of the glittering finny fwarms, 920 
That heave our friths, and croud upon our ſhores ; 
How all-enlivening trade to rouſe, and wing 

The proſperous ſail, from every growing port, 
Uninjur d, round the ſea-encircled globe; 

And thus, in ſoul united as in nanie, | 925 
id BRITAIN reign the miſtreſs of the deep? 


oh 


995 


| Yes, there are ſuch. And full on thee, ARGYLL, 

Her hope, her ſtay, her darling, and her boaſt, 

from her firſt patriots and her heroes ſprung, 

hy fond imploring Country turns her eye: 930 

n thee, with all a mother's triumph, ſees : 

er every virtue, every grace combin'd, 

er genius, wiſdom, her engaging turn, 

er pride of honour, and her courage try'd, 

alm, and intrepid, in the very throat 935 

j Feu war, on Tenier's dreadful field. 

r leſs the palm of peace inwreathes thy brow: 
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For, powerful as thy ſword, from thy rich tongue 7. 
Perſuaſion flows, and wins the high debate; A 
While mix'd in thee combine the charm of youth, gg 
The force of manhood, and the depth of age, 


Thee, FoRBEs, too, whom every worth attends, WF O 
As truth fincere, as weeping friendſhip kind, At 
Thee, truly generous, and in filence great, 0 


Thy country feels thro? her reviving arts, om Bit 


Plann'd by thy wiſdom, by thy ſoul inform'd; Fa 
And ſeldom has ſhe known a friend like thee. W 
| Ar 
Bur fee the fading many-colom*d woods, Su 
Shade deepening over ſhade, the country round Rt 
Imbrown ; a crowded umbrage, duſk, and dun, % O. 
Of every hve, from wan declining green W 
To ſooty dark. Theſe now the loneſome Muſe, WF A 
Low-whifpering, lead into their leaf-itr own walks, 0 
And give the ſeaſon in its lateſt view. | T 
| D. 
| MEAN-T1ME, lizht-ſhadowing all, a ſober calm 1. 
Fleeces unbounded ether; whoſe leaſt wave 9M In 
Stands tremulous, uncertain where to turn 
The gentle current: while illumin'd wide, | 
The dewy-ſkirted clouds imbibe the ſun, A 
And thro? their lucid veil his ſoftened force / In 
Shed o'er the peaceful world. Then is the time, 0 
For thoſe whom wiſdom and whom Nature chat A 
To ſteal themſelves from the degenerate crowd, Bi 
And ſoar above this little ſcene of things; 80 
To tread low - thoughted vice beneath their feet ;9 IT 
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Fo ſoothe the throbbing paſſions into peace, 
And woo lone Quiet in her ſilent walks. 


Tavs ſolitary, and in penſive guiſe, 
Oft let me wander o'er the ruſſet mead, 
And thro* the ſaddened grove, where ſcarce is heard 
One dying ſtrain, to cheer the woodman's toil. 975: 
%%KHaply ſome widowed ſongſter pours his plaint, 
Far, in faint warblings, thro? the tawny copſe: 
While congregated thruſhes, linnets, larks, 
And each wild throat, whoſe artleſs ſtrains ſo late 975 
Swell'd all the muſic of the ſwarming ſhades, | 
| Robb'd of their tuneful ſouls, now ſhivering ſit 
» 9088 On the dead tree, a dull mme flock; 
| With not a brightneſs- waving oꝰ er their plumes, 
„ Andnouglit ſave chattering diſeord in their note. 980 
O let not, aim'd from ſome inhuman eye, | 
The gun the muſic of the coming year 
Deſtroy ; and harmlefs, unſuſpecting harm, 
Lay the weak tribes, a-miſerable prey,. 


Tre pale Wa year, yet pleaſing flill,. 
A gentler mood infpires ;- for now the leaf. 
Inceſſant ruſtles from the mournful grove ;. 
| Oft ſtartling ſuch as, ſtudious; walk below: 


But ſhould a quicker: breeze amid the 71:5 WY 

Sob; o'er the ſky the leafy deluge fireams;'© ;. 
Till 3 and matted with the dreary- ſhower), 
N 3 The 


| See ARR Kuttering on the ground 35 5 : 


And ſlowly: circles thro? the waving air. 990 
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The foreſt-walks, at every riſing gale, 

Roll wide the wither'd waſte, and whiſtle bleak. gg; 
Fled is the blaſted verdure of the fields ; 

And, ſhrunk into their beds, the flowery race 
Their ſunny robes reſign. Even what remain'd 
Of ſtronger, fruits falls from the naked tree; 

And woods, fields, gardens, orchards, all around 1009 
The deſolated proſpect thrills the foul. 


HE comes! he comes! in every breeze the Pow 
Of PHILOSOPHIC MELANCHOLY comes! 
His near approach the ſudden-ſtarting tear, 
The glowing cheek, the mild dejected air, Toox 
The ſoftened feature, and the beating heart, 
Pierc'd deep with many a virtuous pang, declare, 
O'er all the foul his ſacred influence breathes ! 
Inflames imagination; thro? the breaſt _ 
Infuſes every tenderneſs; and far 1or0 
Beyond dim earth exalts the ſwelling thought. 
Ten thouſand thouſand fleet: ideas, fuch 
As never mingled with the vulgar dream, 
Croud faſt into the Mind's creative eye. 
As faſt the correſpondent paſſions riſe, 1015 
As varied, and as high. Devotion rais'd 
To rapture, and divine aſtoniſhment ; _ 
The love of Nature unconfin'd,: and, chief, 
Of human race; the large'/ambitions wiſh, 
To make them bleſt; the ſigh for ſuffering worth 
Loft in obſcurity; the noble ſeorn 1021 


Of tyrant· pride 1 the lala great reſolve ; 
The 
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The wonder which the dying patriot draws, 


Inſpiring glory thro” remoteſt time; 
Th' awakened throb for virtue, and for fame; 1025 
The ſympathies of love, and friendſhip dear; 


With all the ſocial Off pring of the heart. 


On bear me then to vaſt bl Kade, 1 


Ta twilight groves, and viſionary vales; 


To weeping grottoes, and prophetic glooms; 10 30 


Where angel-forms'athwast the folemn duſk 


- Tremendous ſweep, or ſeem to ſweep along: 


And voices more than human, thro? the void 
Peep-ſounding, ſeize th” enthuſiaſtie ear! a 


Ox is this gloom too much? Then lead, ye Powers, | 


That o'er the garden and the rural ſeat 1036 
Preſide, which ſhining thro” the chearſul land 


In countleſs numbers bleſt, BRITANxIA ſees; 


O lead me to the wide - extended walks, 

The fair majeſtic paradiſe of STowe 1 1040 
Not Perſſan Cyrus on Jonia's ſhore 8 7 WE 
Fer faw ſuch ſylvan ſcenes ; ſuch various art 

By genius fir*d, ſuch ardent genius tam'd 

By cool judicious art; that, in the ſtrife, | 
All-beauteous Nature fears to be outdone. 1045 
And there, O P1TT, thy country's early boaſt, | 
There let me ie beneath the dee Maße, 


* The feat of the Lord Viſcouns Cel fam. | 5 
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And long-embattled hoſts: when the proud foe, - 
The faithſef vain difturber of mankind; 
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Or in that * Temple where, in future times, 
Thou well ſhalt merit a diſtinguiſh'd name: 

And, with thy converſe bleſt, catch the laſt- ſmiles 
Of Autumn beaming o'er the yellow woods. ror 
While there with thee th” inchanted round I walk, 
The regulated wild, gay Fancy then 

Will tread in thought the groves-of Attic land; 
Will from thy ſtandard taſte refine her own, 105; 
Correct her pencil to the pureſt truth- 

Of Nature, or, the unimpaffion'd ſhades: 
Forſaking, raiſe it to the human mind. 

Or if hereafter ſhe, with jufer hand, 

Shall draw the tragic ſcene; inſtru her thou, 1067 
To mark the varied movements of the heart, 
What every decent character requires, 

And every paſſion ſpeaks: Othro” her ſtrain 
Breathe thy pathetic eloquence !' that moutds 
Th' attentive ſenate, charms, perſuades, exalts, 106; 
Of honeſt zeal th' indignant lightning throws, 
And ſhakes corruption on her venal throne, 

While thus we talk, and thro* Rlyfan ales. 
Delighted rove, perhaps-a ſigh eſcapes :- 

What pity, Conan, thou thy verdant files 1070 
Of ordered trees ſhould*ſt here inglorious range, 
Inſtead of ſquadrons flaming o'er the field, 


Inſulting 51 has Ti rous us'd the world ton war; 1075 
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When keen, once more, within their bounds to preſs 
Thoſe poliſh'd-robbers, thoſe ambitions flaves, 

The BR1T1SH YOUTH would hail thy wiſe command, 
Thy temper'd ardour and thy veteran ſkill. 


THE weſtern ſun withdraws the ſhorten'd day; 
And humid Evening, gliding o'er the ſky, 1081 
In her chill progreſs, to the ground condens d 
The vapours throws. Where creeping waters ooze, 
Where marſhes ſtagnate, and where rivers wind, 
Cluſter the rolling fogs, and ſwim along 1085 
The duſky-mantled lawn. Mean-while the moon 
Full- orb'd, and breaking thro? the ſcatter'd clouds, 
Shews her broad viſage in the crimſon'd eaft. 

Turn'd to the ſun direct, her ſpotted diſk, 
Where mountains riſe, umbrageous dales deſcend, 


And cayerns deep, as optic tube deſcries, IogT - 


A ſmaller earth, gives us his blaze again, 
Void of its flame, and ſheds a ſofter day. 
Now thro” the paſſing cloud ſhe ſeems to ſtoop, 


Now up the pure cerulean rides ſublime. 1095 


Wide the pale deluge floats, and ſtreaming mild 
er the ſky*'d mountain to the ſhadowy vale, 


While rocks and floods reflect the quivering gleam, 


The whole air whitens with a boundleſs tide 


Of filver radiance, trembling round the world. 1 100 


Bur when half blotted from the ſky. her light, 
Fainting, permits the ſtarry fires to burn 


With keener lufire thro? the depth of heaven; 


Or 
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Or near extinct her deadened orb appears, 
And ſcarce appears, of ſickly beamleſs white; 110j 
Oft in this ſeaſon, ſilent from the north | 
A blaze of meteors. ſhoots: enſweeping firſt 

The lower ſkies, they all at once converge + 
High to the crown of heaven, and all at once 
Relapfing quick as quickly reaſcend, 11e 


And mix, and thwart, extinguiſh, and renew, 


All ether courſing in a maze of light. 


FRoM look to look, contagious thro? the crowd, 
The panic runs, and into wondrous ſhapes 
Th' appearance throws: Armies in meet array, 1115 
Throng'd with aerial ſpears, and ſteeds of fire; 
Till the long lines of full-extended war - 
In bleeding fight commixt, the ſanguine flood 
Rolls a broad flaughter o'er the plains of heaven. 
As thus they ſcan the viſionary ſcene, _ 1120 
On all fides ſwells the ſuperſtitious din, 
Incontinent; and buiy frenzy talks 
Of blood and battle; cities 'overturn'd ; 
And late at night in ſwallowing earthquake ſunk, 
_ Or hideous wrapt in fierce aſcending flame ; 1125 
Of ſallow famine, inundation, ſtorm; / 
Of peſtilence, and every great diſtreſs; 
Empires ſubvers'd, when ruling fate has ſtruck 
'The unalterable hour: even Nature's ſelf 
Is deem'd to totter on the brink of time. 1130 
Not fo the Man of philoſophic eye, | 
And inſpect fage ; the waving brightneſs he 
| Curious 
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Curious ſurveys, inquiſitive to know 
The cauſes, and materials, yet unfix'd, 
Of this appearance beautiful and new. 1135 


Now black, and deep, the night begins to fall, 
A ſhade immenſe. Sunk in the quenching gloom, 

Magnificent and vaſt, are heaven and earth. 

order confounded lies: all beauty void; 

Diſtinction loſt; and gay variety 1140 

One univerſal blot : ſuch the fair power N 

Of light, to kindle and create the whole. 

Drear is the ſtate of the benighted wretch, _ 

| Who then, bewilder'd, wanders thro” the dark, 

Full of pale fancies, and chimeras huge ; 1145 

Nor viſited by one directive ray, 

From cottage ſtreaming, or from airy hall. 

Perhaps impatient as he ſtumbles on, 

Struck from the root of ſlimy ruſhes, blue, 

The wildfire ſcatters round, or gathered trails 115 

Alength of flame decritful o'er the moſs: 

Whither decoy'd by the fantaſtic blaze, 

Now loſt and now renew'd, he finks ahſorpt, 

Rider and horſe, amid the miry gulph: 

While ftill, from day to day, his pining wife, 1155 

| And plaintive children, his return await, 

In wild conjecture loſt. At other times, 

| Sent by the better Genius of the night, 

| Innoxious, gleaming on the horſe's mane, 

The meteor fits ; and ſhews the narrow path, 1160 

That winding leads thro” pits of death, or elſe 


Luſtruſts him how to take the dangerous ford. - 
| HE 
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THE lengthened night elaps'd, the morning ſhines 
Serene, in all her dewy beauty bright, 
Unfolding fair the laſt autumnal day. {4 , 
And now the mounting ſun diſpels the fog; 
The rigid hoar-froſt melts before his beam ; 
And hung on every ſpray, on every blade 
Of graſs, the myriad dew-drops twinkle round, 


An ſee where robb'd, and murder'd, in that pit 1170 
Lies the ſtill heaving hive !-at evening ſnatch'd, 
Beneath the cloud of guilt-concealing night, 

And fix'd o'er ſulphur: while, not dreaming ill, 
The happy people, in their waxen cells, 


Sat tending public cares, and planning ſchemes 1175 


Of temperance, for Winter poor ; rejoic'd 
'To mark, full flowing round, their copious ſtores, 
Sudden the dark oppreſſive ſteam aſcends ; 

And, us'd to milder ſcents, the tender race, 

By thouſands, tumble from their honeyed domes, 
Convolv'd, and agonizing in the duſt. 1181 
And was it then for this you roam'd the Spring, 
Intent from flower to flower? for this you toil'd 
Ceaſeleſs the burning Summer-heats away? 
Forthisin Autumn fearch'd the blooming waſte, 1183 
Nor loſt one ſunny gleam ? for this ſad fate? 

O Man! tyrannic lord! how long, how long 
Shall proſtrate Nature groan beneath your rage, 
Awaiting renovation ? When oblig'd, 

Muſt you deftroy ? Of their ambroſial food 11 
Can you not borrow ; and, in juſt return, | 
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| Aﬀord them Thelter from the wintry winds; 
| Or, as the ſharp year pinches, with their own 


Again regale them on ſome ſmiling dzy? 5 
dee where the ſtony bottom of their town 1195 


Looks deſolate, and wild; with here and there 


A helpleſs number, who the ruin'd ſtate 
Survive, lamenting weak, caſt out to death, 
Thus a: proud city, populous and rich, 


| Fuli of the works of peace, and high in joy, 43200 
At theatre or feaſt, or ſunk in ſleep, | 

| {As late, Palermo, was thy fate) is feiz'd 

| By ſome dread earthquake, and convulſive hurl'd 


Sheer from the black foundation, ſtench-involy'd, 


Into a gulph of blue ſulphyreons flame. 1205 


| Hance every hbrſher fight! for now the day, 
Ofer heaven and earth diffus'd, grows warm, and high, 
Infinite ſplendor ! wide inveſting all. | | 
How ſtill the breeze! ſave what the filmy threads 


f dew evaporate bruſhes from the plain. 1210 
How clear the cloudleſs ſky ! how deeply ting'd 

| With a peeuliar blue! th' ethereal arch 

| How ſwell'd immenſe ! amid whoſe azure thron” 4 


The radiant fun how gay! how calm below . 


| The gilded earth! the harveſt-treaſures all 1215 
| Now gather*d in, beyond the rage of ſtorms, 


Sure to the Twain ; the circling fence ſhut BD; :.: 


And inſtant Winter's utmoſt rage defy'd. 


While, looſe to feſtive joy, the country round 


Joghs with the loud ſincerity of mirth, 1220 


Shook to the wind their cares. The toil-ftrung youth 
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By the quick ſenſe of muſic taught alone, 7 
'Leaps wildly graceful in the lively dance. A 
Her every charm abroad, the village-toaſt, T 
Young, buxom, warm, in native beauty rich, 1223 $6 
Darts -not-unmeaning looks; and, where her eye Ti 
Points an approving ſmile, with double force, R 
The cudgel rattles, and the wreſtler twines. g In 
Age too ſhines out; and, garrulous, recounts W 
The feats af youth. Thus they rejoice ; nor think W 
That, with to-morrow's ſun, their annual toil 1231 0¹ 


Begins again the never - ceaſing round. Co 

5 Th 

On knew he but his happineſs, of Men Lu 
The happieſt he ! who far from public rage, No 
Deep in the vale, with a choice Feav retir'd, 12; An 
Drinks the pure pleaſures of-the RUzAaL LIr r. Int 
What tho” the dome be wanting, whoſe proud gate, WF Or 
Each morning, vomits out the ſneaking crowd No 
Of flatterers falſe, and in their turn abus'd? Dis 
Vile intercourſe! What thoꝰ the glittering robe, 1248 He 
Of every hue reflected light can give, Vn 
Or floating looſe, or ſtiff with .mazy gold, Pat 


The pride and gaze of fools ! oppreſs him not! 
What tho?, from utmoſt land and ſea purvey'd, 
For him each rarer tributary life 1245 


Bleeds not, and his inſatiate table heaps A 
With luxury and death? What tho? his bow! Ane 
Flames not with coſtly juice; nor ſunk in beds, Let 
Oft of gay care, be toſſes out the night, Ruf 
Or melts the thoughtleſs hours in idle tate? 1259 Unx 


What tho” he knows not thoſe fantaſtic joys, Tha 
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| That ſtill amuſe the wanton, ſtill deceive ; 
A face of pleaſure, but a heart of pain: 
| Their hollow moments undelighted all ? ; 

dare peace is his; a ſolid life, eſtrang d 1255 
| To diſappointment, and fallacious hope: ; 
Rich in content, in Nature's bounty rich, 
| In herbs and fruits; whatever greens the Spring, 
| When heaven deſcendsin ſhowers; or bends the bough 
| When Summer reddens, and when Autumn beams; 
Or in the wintry glebe whatever lies 1261 
Conceal'd, and fattens with the richeſt ſap: | 
Theſe are not wanting; nor the milky drove, 
Luxuriant, ſpread o'er all the lowing vale ; 
Nor bleating mountains; nor the chide of ſtreams, 
And hum of bees, inviting. ſleep ſincere. 1266 
Into the guiltleſs breaſt, beneath the ſhade, | 
Or thrown at large amick the fragrant hay; 
Nor ought beſides of proſpect, grove, or ſong, 
| Dim grottoes, gleaming lakes, and fountainclear. 1270 

Here too dwells ſimple truth; plain innocence ; 
Unſulliec beauty; ſound: unbroken youth, | 
Patient of labour, with a little pleas'd ; 
Health ever blooming ; unambitious toil ; 
Calm contemplation, and poetic eaſe. 1275 


Ler others brave the flood in queſt of gain, 
And beat, for Joyleſs: months, the gloomy wave. 
| Let ſuch as deem it glory to deſtroy, 
Ruſh into blood, the ſack of cities ſeek ; 
Unpierc d, exulting in the widow's ol 1280 
The OE s ſhriek, and infant's trembling cry. 
O 2 
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Let ſome, far-diſtant from their native ſoil, 

Urg'd or by want or hardened avarice, 

Find other lands beneath another ſun. 

Let this through cities work his eager way, 128 
By legal outrage and eRtabliſh'd guile, | 
The ſocial ſenſe extinct; and that ferment 

Mad into tumult the ſeditious herd, 

Or melt them down to flavery. Let 2 

Inſnare the wretched in the toils of law, 1290 


Fomenting diſcord, and perplexing right, 


An iron race! and Zbofe of fairer front, 

But equal inhumanity, in courts, 

Delufive pomp, and dark cabals, delight; 
Wreathe the deep bow, diffuſe the lying ſmile, 129; 
And tread the weary labyrinth of ſtate. 

While he, from all the ſtormy paſſions free 

That reſtleſs Men involve, hears, and but hears, 
At diſtance ſafe, the human tempeR roar, 

Wrapt clofe in conſcious peace. The fall of kings, 


The rage of nations, and the cruſh of ſtates, 1;ot 


Move not the Man, who, from the world eſcap'd, 


In ftill retreats, and flowery ſolitudes, 


To Nature's voice attends, from month to month, 
And day to day, thro? the revolving year ; 1309 
Admiring, ſees her in her every ſhape; 

Feels all her ſweet emotions at his heart ; 

Takes what ſhe liberal gives, nor thinks of more. 
He, when young Spring protrudes the burſting gems, 
Marks the firſt bud, and ſucks the healthful gale 1310 
Into his freſhened ſoul ; her genial hours 


He full enjoys; and not a beauty blows, _ ant 
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EE, WinTER comes, to rule the varied year, 

Jullen and {ad, with all his riſing train: 

Vapours, and Clouds, and Storms. Be theſe wh 

-7 theme, a 

Theſe! that exalt the ſoul to talen thoughit, 

And heavenly muſing. Welcome, kindred glooms! 5 

5 Congenial horrors, hail! with frequent foot, 

5 Pleas'd have I, in my cheerful morn of life, 

* When nurs'd by careleſs ſolitude I liv'd, 
And ſung of Nature with unceaſing joy, 

| Pleas'dhavel wander'd thro' your rough domaine; 10 
Trod the pure virgin-ſnow, myſelf as pure; 
Heard the winds roar, and the big torrent burſt ; 
Or ſeen the deep fermenting tempeſt brew*'d, 
In the grim evening ſky. Thus paſs'd the time, 

| Till thro? the lucid chambers of the South 315 
Look d out the joyous SPRING, look' d out, and ſinil'd. 


er 


4 U Nr 
„. 4 1 
i4 85 * „ NF w 


AAA 


* Lin AAA 12 
xi % * 7 bo N FRY! vi % No 4 „. 


Ans p 
| RS * * [Y] vw A ww 4 


To thee, the patron of ber firſt eſſay, 
The Muſe, OWiLMIN SG Tron: renews her ſong, 
Luce has ſlie rounded the revolving year : 
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Skimm'd the gay Spring; on eagle · pinions borne, 2g 
Attempted thro* the Summer: blaze to rife; 
Then ſwept o'er Autumn with the ſhadowy gale; 
And now among the wintry clouds again, 

Roll'd in the doubling ſtorm, ſhe tries to ſoar; 
To ſwell her note with all the ruſhing. winds; 23 
To ſuit her ſounding cadence to the floods; 

As is her theme, her numbers wildly great: 
Thrice happy! could ſhe fill thy judging ear 
With bold deſcription, and with manly thought, 
Nor art thou ſ{kill'd in awful ſchemes alone, 30 
And how to make a mighty people thrive: 

But equal goodneſs, ſound integrity, 

A firm unſhaken uncorrupted ſoul - 

Amid a ſliding age, and burning ſtrong, 

Not vainly blazing for the country's weal, 35 
A ſteady ſpirit regularly free; 

Theſe, each exalting each, the ſtatefman light 
Into the patriot; theſe, the public hope 

And eye to thee converting, bid the Muſe 
Record what envy dares not flattery call. 40 


Now 1 the cheerleſs empire of the ſky 
Fo Capricorn the Centaur Archer yields, 
And fierce Aquarius ſtains th? inverted year; 
Hung o'er the fartheſt verge of heaven, the ſun 
Scarce ſpreads thro? ether the dejected day. 45 
Faint are his gleams, and ineffectual ſhoot 
His Qruggling rays, in horizontal lines, | 
Tbro' the thick air; as cleath'd i in cloudy ſtorm, 
Weak, 
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| Weak, wan, and broad, he ſkirts the ſouthern ſky ; 


And, ſoon-deſcending, to the long dark night, 50 


| Wide-ſhading all, the proſtrate world reſigns. 


Nor is the night unwiſh'd ; while vital heat, 


Light, life, and joy, the dubious day forſake. 


Mean - time, in ſable eincture, ſhadows vaſt, 


Deep-ting'd and damp, and congregated clouds, 55 . 


And all the vapoury turbulence of heaven, 


| Involve the face of things. Thus Winter falls, 


A heavy gloom oppreſſive o'er the world, 
Thro' Nature ſhedding influence malign, 


| And rouſes up the ſeeds of dark diſeaſe. 60- 


The ſoul of Man dies in him, loathing life, 


And black with more than melancholy views. 


The cattle droop ; and o'er the furrowed land 

Freſh from the plough, the dun diſcolour'd flocks, 
Untended ſpreading, crop the wholeſome root. 65 
Along the woods, along the mooriſh fens, 

Sighs the ſad Genius of the coming ſtorm: 

And up among the looſe disjointed cliffs, 

And fractur'd mountains wild, the brawlitg. brook, 


And cave, preſageful, ſend a hollow moan 70 


Reſounding long in liſtening Fancy's ear. 


Turn comes the father of the tempeſt forth, 
Wrapt in black glooms. Firſt joyleſs rains obſcure 


| Drive thro? the mingling ſkies with vapour foul ; 


Daſh on the mountain's brow, and ſhake the woods, 


That grumbling wave below. Th' unſightly plain 76 


Lies a brown deluge ; as the low-bent clouds 
Pour 
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Pour flood on flood, yet unexhauſted ſtill 
Combane, and deepening into night ſhut up 

The day's fair face. The wanderers of heaven, 33 
Each to his home, retire; ſave thoſe that love 
To take their paſtime in the troubled air, 

Or ſkimming flutter round the dimply pool. 
The cattle from th? untaſted fields return, 

And aſk, with meaning lowe, their wonted ſtalls, 8 
Or ruminate in the contiguous ſhade. 

Thither the houſtold feathery people crowd, 

The creſted cock, with all his female-train, 


Penſive, and dripping ; while the cottage-hind 


Hangs o'er th? enlivening blaze, and taleful there go 
Recounts his ſimple frolic : much he talks, 

And much he laughs, nor recks the ſtorm that blows 
Without, and rattles on his humble roof. 


Vip o'er the'brim, with many a torrent fwell'd, 
And the mix'd ruin of his banks o'erfpread, 93 


At laſt the rous'd up river pours along: 


Reſiſtleſs, roaring, dreadful, down is comes, 
From the rude mountain, and the moſly wild, 
Tumbling thro' rocks, abrupt, and ſounding far; 


Then o'er the ſanded valley floating fpreads, 100 


2 


Calm, ſluggiſh, filent.; till again, conſtrain'd 

P. tween two nieeting hills, it burſts away, 
Where rocks and woods o*erhang the turbid ſtream; 
There gathering triple force, rapid, and deep, 104 
It boils, and wheels, and foams, and thunders through. 
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Rolls round the Seaſons of the changeful year, 


| With boiſterous ſweep, I raiſe my voice to you. 
Where your aerial magazines reſery'd, 


Ta what far diſtant region of the ſky, - 


| Begin to fluſh around. The reeling clouds 


| Snatch'd/imſhort- eddies, plays the wither'd leaf; 130 


WINTER. 169 
Narva! great parent l whoſe unceaſing hand 
How mighty, 'how majeſtic, are thy works 10 133 1 
with what a pleaſing dread they ſwell the ſoul ! 
That ſees aſton iſi d! and aftoniſh'd ſings! 110 
Ve too, ye winds! that now begin to blow, f 
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Where are your ſtores, ye powerful beings f 11 7 \ 
To ſwell the brooding terrors of the Norm n = way 
al d in _ ne deep ye when tis calm? ? 


Wien Sts the pallid a the fun PRA 
with many a fpot, that o'er: his glaring orb | 
Uncertain wanders, ſtain'd; red fiery ſtreaks 120 


Stagger with dizzy poiſe, as doubting yet 

Which maſter to obey: while riſing flow, 

Blank, in the leaden · colour d eaſt, the moon 

Wears a wan eirele round her blunted: Horns. 125 
deen thro? the turbid fluctuating e - | 
The ſtars obtuſe emit a ſhivered ray; 

Or frequent ſeem to ſhoot athwart the gloo nm, 
And long behind them trail the whitening 'blaze.. -. . 


And on the flood the'dancing feather floats, [ 
With broadened noſtrils to che ſty up- turn d. 
The conſcious heifer ſnuffs the ſtormy gale. | 11 
Even as the matron, at her nightly tac, 2 10 if 
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With penſive labour draws the flaxen thread, 13 
The waſted taper and the crackling flame | 
Foretell the blaſt, But chief the plumy race, 
The tenants of the ſky, its changes ſpeak. 
Retiring from the downs, where all day long 
They pick'd their ſcanty fare, a blackening train 140 
Of clamorous rooks thick-urge their weary flight, 
And ſeek the cloſing ſhelter of the grove ; 
Aſſiduous, in his bower, the wailing owl 
Plies his ſad ſong. The cormorant on high 144 
Wheels from the deep, and ſcreams along the land, 
Loud ſhrieks the foaring hern ; and with wild wing, 
The circling ſea-fowl cleave the flaky clouds. 
Ocean, unequal ꝓreſs'd, with broken tide 
And blind commotion heaves:;; while from the ſhore 
Eat into-caverns by the reſtleſs wave, 150 
And foreſt-ruſtling mountain, comes a voice, 
That ſolemn ſounding bids the world prepare. 
Then iſſues forth the ſtorm with ſudden * A 
And hurls the whole precipitated air, 365 
Down, in a torrent. On the paſſive main 155 
Deſcends th? ethereal force, and with ſtrong guſt 
Turns from its bottom the diſcolour d deep. 
Thro?. the black night that fits immenſe around, 
Laſh'd in? o foam, the fierce conflicting brine 
Seems o'er a thouſand raging waves to burn: 160 
Mean- time the mountain - billows, to the clouds 
In dreadful tumult ſwell'd, ſurge above ſurge, 
Burſt into chaos with tremendous roar, | 
And anchor'd navies from their ſtations drive, 
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Wild as the winds acroſs the howling waſte - 1656 


Of mighty waters: now th' inflated wave 
straining they ſcale, and now impetuous ſhoot | 
Into the ſecret chambers. of the deep | 
The wintry Baltic thundering o'er their head. = # 
Emerging thence again, before the breath 170 
Of full exerted heaven they wing their courſe, 
And dart on diſtant coaſts; if ſome ſharp- wont 
Or ſhoal inſidious break not their career, 


And in looſe fragments an them floating round. 


Nox lefs at land the looſened tempeſt reigns, T7 Ls 
The mountain thunders; and its ſturdy ſons 


Stoop to the bottom of the rocks they ſhade. 


Lone on the midnight ſteep, and all aghaſt, 

The dark way-faring ſtranger breathleſs toils, 

And, often falling, climbs againſt the blaſt. 180 
Low waves the rooted. foreſt, vex'd, and ſheds | 
What of its tarniſh'd honours yet remain; 

Daſh'd down, and ſcattered; by the tearing wind's 


| Aſtduous fury, its gigantic limbs. 


Thus ſtruggling thro? the diſſipated grove, 185 
The whirling tempeſt raves along the plain; - 
And on the cottage thatch'd, or lordly roof, a 
Keen-faftening, ſhakes them to the ſolid baſQ. 


Aeep frighted flies; and round the rocking dome, 


For entrance eager, howls-the ſavage blaſt. 190 
Then too, they ſay, thro? all the burthen'd air, 


Long groans are heard, ſhrill ſounds, and diſtant ſighs, 
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That, uttered by the Demon of the night, 
Warn the devoted wretch of woe and death. 


HUGE uproar lords it wide. The clouds commix's 
With Rars ſwitt gliding ſweep along the fk&y. 196. 
All Nature reels, Till Nature's Kix, who oft 
Amid tempeſtuous darkneſs dwells alone, 

And on the. wings of the careering wind | 
Walks dreadfully ſerene, commands a calm; 200 
Then ſtraight air, ſca and earth, are huſh'd at once, 


As yet tis midnight deep. The weary cloudy 
ing mingle into ſolid gloom. 
Now, while the drowſy world lies loſt in ſleep, 
L.et me aſſociate with the ſerious Night, 205 
And Gentempiation her ſedate compeer; 
Let me ſhake off th? intruſive cares of day, 
And lay * ene e all Es 


Wnraz now, 15 lyiog Witten of life : 
Ye ever-tempting, ever-cheating train! 270: 
Where are you now? and what is your amount! 
Vexation, diſappointment, and remorſe. 
Sad, ſickening thought! and yet deluded Man, 
A ſcene of erude disjointed viſions paſt, | 
And broken flumbers, riſes fill reſolv'd, — 215 
With new-fluſh's Kopen, to run the giddy round. 
PATHER of Bight bi” life, thou Goo enen 


© ch me what is good! teach me THYSELF: 
Sare 
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gave me from folly, vanity, and vice; ; 
From every low purſuit! and feed my ſoul 220 


With knowledge, conſcious peace, and virtue pure; 
Sacred, ſubſtantial, never-fading bliſs !. 


THE keener tempeſts riſe : and fuming dun, 
From all the livid eaſt, or piercing north, 
Thick clouds aſcend ; in whoſe capacious womb 225 
A vapoury deluge lies, to ſnow congeal'd. 
Heavy they roll their fleecy world along; 
And the ſky ſaddens with the gathered ſtorm. 
Thro' the huſh'd air the whitening ſhower deſcends, 


At firſt thin wavering; *till-at laſt the flakes 230 


Fall broad, and wide, and faſt, dimming the day 

With a continual flow. The cheriſh*d fields 

Put on their winter-robe of pureſt white.. 

*Tis brightneſs all; ſave. where the new ſnow melts 

Along the mazy current. Low, the woods 235 
Zow their hoar head; and, ere the languid ſun; 


Faint from the weſt emits his evening ray, 


Earth's univerſal face, deep hid, and chill, 

k one wild dazzling wafte, that buries wide 

The works of Man. Drooping, the labourer-ox 240 

Stands cover'd o'er with ſnow, and then demands 

The fruit of all his toil. The fowls of heaven; 

Tam'd by the cruel ſeaſon, eroud around 

The winnowing ſtore, and claim the little boon 

Which PROVIDENCE aſſigns them. One alone, 245 

The red-breaſt, facred to:the houſehold gods, 

Wiſely regardful of tk' embroiling fy. 
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In joyleſs fields and thorny thickets leaves 

His ſhivering mates, and pays to truſted Man 

His annual viſit, Half- afraid, he firſt 250 
Againſt the window beats; then, briſk, alights 

On the warm hearth; then, hopping o'er the floor, 
Eyes all the ſmiling family aſkance, 

And pecks, and ftarts, and wonders where he is: 


Till more familiar grown, the table crumbs 255. 


Attract his ſlender feet. The foodleſs wilds 

Pour forth their brown inhabitants. The hare, 
Tho? timorous of heart, and hard beſet 

By death in various forms, dark ſnares, and dogs, 
And more unpitying Men, the garden ſeeks,, 260 
Urg'd on by fearleſs want. The bleating kind 


Eye the-bleak heaven, and next the gliſtening earth, 


With looks of dumb deſpair; then, ſad diſpers'd, 
Dig for the withered herb thro' heaps of ſnow. 


Now, ſhepherds, to your helpleſs charge be kind, 
Baffle the raging year, and fill their pens 266 


With food at will; lodge them below the ſtorm, 
And watch them ftrict : for from the bellowing eaſt, 
In this dire ſeaſon, oft the whirlwind's wing 
Sweeps up the burthen of whole wintry plains 270 
At one wide wait, and o'er the hapleſs flocks, 

Hid in the hollow of two neighbouring hills, 

The billowy tempeſt whelms; till, upward: urg'd, 
The valley to a ſhining mountain ſwells, Mehl 
Tipt with a wreath high-curling in the ſky. 275 
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As thus the ſnows ariſe; and foul, and fierce, 
Al Winter drives along the darkened air; 
In his own looſe-revolving fieids the ſwain 
Dilaſter'd ſtands; ſees other hills aſcend, 
Of unknown joyleſs brow; and other ſcenes, 280 
Of horrid proſpect, ſhag the trackleſs plain: 
Nor finds the river, nor the foreſt, hid: 
Beneath the formleſs wild; but wanders on 
From hill to dale, ſtill more and more aſtray; 
patient flounc ing thro' the drifted heaps, 285 


Ruſr on his nerves, and call their vigour forth 
In many a. vain attempt. How ſinks his-ſoul ! 
That black deſpair, what horror fills his heart ! 
When for the duſky ſpot, which fancy feign'd 29 
His tufted cottage riſing thro' the ſnow, 
He meets the roughneſs of the middle waſte, 
r from the track, and bleſt abode of Man; 
While round him night reſiſtlefs cloſes faſt, 

lud every tempeſt, howling:o'er his head, 295 
Renders the ſavage wilderneſs more wild. PETR 
hen throng the buſy ſhapes into his mind. 


dire deſcent”! beyond the power of froſt; 


mooth'd up with now; and, what is land, unknown, 
That water, of the ſtill unfrozen ſpring i 
u the looſe marſſi or ſolitary lake, Are ee 
here the freſh- fountain from the bottom boils. 
Pl: check his fearful ſteps; and doumbe ſinks-305 _ 
Beneath 


tung with the thoughts of home; the thoughts of home 


dt cover'd pits, unfathomably deep, l ob 


If faithleſs bogs ; of precipices huge, —_—_ 
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| Beneath the ſhelter of the ſhapeleſs drift, 


Thinking o'er all the bitterneſs of death, 
Mix'd with the tender anguiſh Nature ſhoots 
Thro' the wrung boſom of the dying Man, 


His wife, his children, and his friends unſeen, 319 


In vain for him th” officious wife preparcs 

The fire fair-blazing, and the veſtment warm; 

In vain his little children, peeping out 

Into the mingling: ſtorm, demand their ſire, 
With tears of artleſs innocence. Alas ! 215 
Nor wife, nor children more ſhall he behold, 


Nor friends, nor facred home. On every nerve 


The deadly winter ſeizes ; ſhuts up ſenſe ; 
And, o'er his inmoft vitals-creeping cold, 

Lays him along the ſnows, a ſtiffened corſe, 35 
Stretch'd out, and bleaching in the northern blaſt, 


An little think the gay licentious proud, 
Whom pleafure, power, and affluence ſurround: 
They, who their thoughtleſs hours in giddy mirthy 
And wanton, often cruel, riot waſte : 3 
Ah! little think they, while they dance along, 
How many feel, this very moment, death, 

And all the ſad variety of pain. 

How many fink. in the devouring flood, 

Or more deyouring flame. How many bleed, 31 
By ſhameful. variance betwixt Man and Man. 


How many pine in want, and dungeon glooms; 


Shut from the common air, and common uſe 


Of their own limbs. How many drink the cup 
bs 0 
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or baleful grief, or cat the bitter bread 335 
Of miſery. Sore pierc'd by wintry winds 
How many ſhrink into the ſordid hut 

Of cheerleſs poverty. How many ſhake 

With all the fiercer tortures of the mind, 


Unbounded paſſion, madneſs, guilt, remorſe; 340 
| whence: tumbled headlong from the height of life, 


They furniſh matter for the tragic Muſe. 

Even in the vale, where wiſdom loves to dwell 

With friendſhip, peace, and contemplation join'd, 
How many, rack*d with honeſt paſſions, droop 345” 


n deep retir'd diſtreſs. How many ſtand 


Around the dead-bed of their deareſt friends, 


| And point the parting anguiſh. Thought fond Man 


Of theſe, and all the. thouſand nameleſs ills, 


That one inceſſant ſtruggle render life, 350 


One ſcene of toil, of ſuffering, and of fate, 


| Vice in his high career would ſtand appall'd, 


&nd heedlefs rambliag- Impulſe learn to think; 
The conſcious heart of Charity would warm, 


And her wide wiſh benevolence dilate _ © 355: 


The ſocial tear would riſe, the ſocial: ſigh ; 
And into clear perfection, gradual bliſs, . 
* r ag * nen eee 


Aup abe od Beet the e — . 


Who, touch'd with human woe, redreffiveſcarch'dz60 f 
Into the horrors of che e A : 
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Hopi tied, and unheard, where miſery moans: 
Where ſickneſs pines; where thirſt and hunger burn, 
And poor misfortune feels the laſh of vice. 
While in the land of liberty, the land Wl 
| Whoſe every ſtreet and public meeting glow 
With open freedom, little tyrants rag'd ;. 

Snatch'd the lean morſel from the ſtarving mouth; 
Tore from cold wintry limbs the tatter'd weed; 
Even robb'd them ofthe laſt of comforts, Sleep; 375 
The free-born Br1TON to the dungeon chairf'd, 
Or, as the luſt of cruelty prevail'd, 

At pleaſure mark*d-him with inglorious ſtripes; 
And cruſh'd out lives, by ſecret. barbarous ways, 
That for their country would have*toil'd, or bled, 375 
O great deſign! if executed well, 

With patient care, and wiſdom-temper'd zeal. 

Ye ſons of mercy ! yet reſume the ſearch; 

Drag forth the legal monſters into light, 

Wrench from their hands oppreſſion' iron rod, 380 
And bid the cruel feel the pains they give. 

Much ſtill untouch'd remains; in this rank age, 
Much is the patriot's weeding hand requir'd. 
The toils of law, (what dark inſidious Men 

Have cumbrous added to perplex the truth, 385 
And lengthen ſimple juſtice into trade) | 
How glorious were the day! that ſaw theſe broke, 
And every Man within the reach of right. 


By wintry famine rous'd, from all the tract 
Ot horrid mountains which the ſhining Alps, 390 
: And 
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And wavy Appenine, and Pyrenees, 

Branch out ſtupendous into diſtant lands; 

Cruel as death, and hungry asthe grave! N 
Burning for blood ! bony, and ghaunt, and grim! 
[Aſſembling wolves in raging troops deſcend; 395 
And, pouring o'er the country, bear along, 

Keen as the north-wind ſweeps the gloſſy ſnow. 

[lis their prize. They faſten on the ſteed, 

eſs him to earth, and pierce his mighty heart. 

or can the bull his awful front defend, 400 
Or ſhake the murdering ſavages away. | 
Rapacious, at the mother's throat they fly, 

And tear the ſcreaming infant from her breaſt. 

The godlike face of Man avails him nought. 

Even beauty, force divine! at whoſe bright glancegog 
The generous lion ſtands in ſoftened gaze, 

Here bleeds, a hapleſs undiſtinguiſn'd prey. 

But if, appriz'd of the ſevere attack, 

The country be ſhut up, lur'd by the ſcent, 

On church-yards-drear (inhuman to relate !) 470. 
The diſappointed prowlers fall, and my” | 

The ſhrouded body from the grave; o'er which, 
Mix'd with foul ſhades and frighted ghoſts, they howl. 


375 


380 


85 


AMONG thoſe hilly regions, where emibrac'd 
In peaceful vales the happy Gri/ons dwell; 415 
Oft, ruſhing ſudden from the loaded cliffs, | 
Mountains of now their gathering terrors roll. 
From ſteep to ſteep, loud · thundering down they come, 
viatry waſte in dire commotion all; 
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And herds, and flocks, and travellers, and ſwains, in 
And ſometimes Whole brigades of marching troopy 
Or hamlets fleeping in the dead of night, 

Are deep beneath the ſmothering ruin Whelm'd. 


* 


Now, all amid the rigours of the year, 


In the wild depth of Winter, while without 42 


The ceaſeleſs winds blow ice, be my retreat, 
Between the groaning foreſt and the ſhore 

Beat by the boundleſs multitude of waves, 

A rural, ſhelter'd, ſolitary ſcene; 

Where ruddy fire and beaming tapers join, 43 
To chear the gloom. | There ſtudious let me ſit, 
And hold high converfe with the MIGHTY DEAD; 
Sages of ancient time, as gods rever'd, 

As gods beneficent, who bleſt mankind 

With arts, with arms, and humaniz'd a world. 43 
Rouz'd at th” inſpiring thought, I throw aſide 


The long-liv'd volume; and, deep- muſing, hail 


The ſacred ſhades, that ſlowly-rifing paſs 

Before my wondering eyes. Firſt SockATEs, 
Who, firmly good in a: corrupted ſtate, 449 
Againſt the rage of tyrants Angle food, | | | 
Invincible! calm Reaſon's holy law, 

That Voice of Gop within th” attentive mind, 
Obeying, fearleſs, or in life, or death: 443 
Great moral teacher! Wiſeſt of Mankind ! 


Soros the next, who built his common-weal 


On equity's wide baſe : by tender laaus 
A lively p eople curbing, yet undamp'd 
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| Preſerving flill-that quick peculiar fire, mY 1 57 
Whence in the laurePd field of finer arts, 450 


And of bold freedom, they unequall'd 3 2 


The pride of ſmiling GREECE, and human- kind. 


LycuRGUs. then, who bow'd beneath the- e 


Of. ſtricteſt diſcipline, ſeuerely abiſe, 


All human paſſions. Following him, cke, l 453 


As at Thermopylz he glorious fell 


The firm, F DEvoTED Cnies, who provid by coeds 
The hardeſt leſſon which the other taught. , 
Then ARISTIDES lifts his honeft front; 


Spotleſs of heart, to whom th? unßattering voice 460 
Of freedom gave the nobleſt name * Pots 3 
In pure majeſtic! poverty reberꝭ d; n Ain 


Who, even his glory to his n _ 47.1135 % 
Submitting, ſwell'd a haughty f Rival” » Came. 


*Rear'd by his care, of ſofter ray appears 4565 


CiMoN ſweet - ſoul'd; whoſe genius, riſing ſtrong, 


Shook off the load of young debauch'; abroad 
The ſcourge of Hetſun pride, at home the friend 


O eyery worth and every ſplendid art: 
Modeſt, and -Gmple, in the pomp'of wealth; 4e 
Then tlie laſt worthies of declining GREECE | + 
Late call'd to glory, in unequal times, | 
Penſive, appear. The fair Corinthian boaſt, - - 
agen happy temper !'mild and fm, 
005 20051 e 1189 8 29761. tien u wood 1526 1H 
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Who wept the Brother while the Tyrant bled. 4701 
And, equal to the beſt, the P Tyuznan Pain, 
Whoſe virtues, in heroic Concord join'd, 

Their country rais'd to freedom, empire, fame. 
He too, with whom Athenian honour ſunk, 

And left a maſs of ſordid lees behind, 480 
Phociox the Good; in public life er 

To virtue till inexorably firm: 

But when, beneath his low illuſtrious roof, 

| Sweet peace and happy wiſdom ſmooth'd his brow, 
Not friendſhip ſofter was, nor love more kind. 48; 
And he, the Ja of old LycyrGvus' ſons, 

The generous victim to that vain attempt, 


To ſave a rotten State, AGIs, who ſaw Fro 
Even SPARTA'S ſelf to ſervile avarice ſunk. Ing 
The two Achaian heroes cloſe the train, 490 801 
ARATUS, who a while relum'd the ſoul Wh 
Of fondly lingering liberty in GREECE : Wan 
And he her darling as her lateſt hope, | Wit 
The gallant PHILOPOEMEN : who to arms ros 
Turn'd the luxurious pomp he could not cure ; ; 49 Reft 
Or toiling in his farm, a ſimple ſwain, Th Unc: 
Or, bold and ſkilful, thundering in the field. Ang 
8 r F ; Wh 

OF. rougher front, a mighty people come ! Lifte 
A race of heroes ! in whoſe virtuous, times Thor 
Which knew no ſtain, ſave that with 8 flame zoo Dem 
Their dearęſt country oy too fondly wm Who 
7 + Pebpidas and emu Ty 
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let better” fun der firſt; the light of Roux, 
Numa, who ſoften'd her rapacious ſons: 
S:8V1US the King, who laid the ſolid baſe 
0a which o'er earth the wa/# republic ſpread. 505 
Then the great Conſuls venerable rife, © 
| The * PuBL1C FATHER who the Private n 
As on the dread tribunal ſternly fad. 
He, whom his thankleſs country could not loſe, | 
cantus, only vengeful to her foes. 510 
FaBRICLUS, ſcorner of all- conquering gold; 
And CINCINNATUS, awful from the plough. 
Thy F WILLING VicriIu, Carthage, burſting. looſe 
Fram all that pleading Nature could oppoſe, | 
From a whole city's tears, by rigid faith 5175 
Imperious call'd, and honour's dire command. 
0 Sc1P10, the gentle chizf, humanely brave, 
Who ſoon the race of ſpotleſs glory ran, 
And; warm in youth, to the Poetic hade 
With Friend/bip and Philoſophy reti ud. 820 
TvLLY, whoſe powerful eloquence 2 while e 
L Reſtrain'd the rapid fate of ruſhing RongE. 
EE Unconquer'd Caro, virtuous in extreme.” 
And thou, unhappy BrxuTvs, kind: of heart, 
Whoſe ſteady. arm, by awful virtue urg'd, 7 I 52 s 
Lited the Roman feel againſt thy Friend. HY 
Thouſands beſides the tribute of a verſe 
00 Demand; but who can count the ſtars of heaven ; . 
Who ſing their influence on this n worldꝰ f 
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Bx nor g whp youder-comes: 1 in ſober ſtate, ; 3+ 
Fair, mild, and ſtrong, as is a vernal ſun : 
"Tis Phebus? (elf; or elſe the Mantuaꝶm Swain! 
Great HOMER too appears, of daring wing, 
Parent of fong ! and egual hy his fide, :- 7 
The BRITISH Mus; join d hand in hand theywalk h 
Dar kling, full up the middle. ſteep to fame, «536 
Nor abſent are thoſe. ſhades, whoſe ſkilful touch 
Pathetic drew th? impaſſion'd-heart, and charm'd 
Tranſported Aihens with the Moral Scene: 

a thoſe ds men, kd * eee aum 


d a2 

Finz DE. yo! . kind! meet divine et 
Still viſit thus my nights, for you reſerv'd, q 
And mount my. ſoaring foul to thoughts like yours, 
Silence, thou lonely power! the door, be thine; 
See on the hallowed hour that none intrude, 545 
Save a few choſen friends, who ſometimes deign 
Ta bleſs my humble roof, with ſenſe relin'd, 
Learning digeſted. well, exalted faitb, 8 
Unſtudy'd wit, and humour ever gay. 
Or from the Muſes“ hill will Pope deſcend, 550 
To raiſe the facred hour, to bid it ſmile, 
And with. the ſocial ſpirit warm the heart: 
For tho? not ſweeter: his own. HOMER lings, 
Yet is his life 4 more endearing s 


e if then the Aacling prides 
The friend and lover of the tuneful throng! 556 
Ah why, dear youth, in all the blooming prime o 


50 
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Ot vernal genius, where diſcloſing faſt 

Bach active worth, each manly virtue la, 
Why wert thou raviſh'd from our hope ſo ſoon ? 560 
What now avails that noble thirſt of fame, 


Which ſtung thy fervent breaſt ? that treaſur'd-ſtore 


Of knowledge, early gain'd ? that eager zeal 
To ſerve thy country, glowing in the band 


Of youthful Patriots, who ſuſtain her name? 565 


What now, alas! that life-diffuſing charm: ,- 
Of ſprightly wit? that rapture for the Muſe, | 
That heart of friendſhip, and that ſoul of joy, 
Which bade with ſofteſt light thy virtues ſmile? - , 

Ah! only ſhew'd, to check our fond purſuits, -; 10 
And teach our humbled 8 life is Vain Kar 


\Tups in fon Jeep een we, I N 
The winter-glooms, with friends of pliant ſoul, 
Or blithe, or ſolemn, as the theme inſpir d? 
With them would fearch, if Nature's boundleſs frame 
Was call's, late-rifing from the void of night, 526 


| Or ſprung eternal fram th 'ETERNAL. MIND ; Furs e 


Its life, its laws, its progreſs, and its eng. 
Hence larger proſpects of the beauteous whole 


Would, gradual, open on our opening minds x [hs | 


And each diffuſive harmony unite 653 
In full perfection, to th?. aſtoniſh/d, Fo hints od 
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Then would we try to ſcan the moral — K 10 


Which, tho? to us it ſeems cenbrol}yl moesen: '" 
u higher order; ; fitted, and impell'd, qo 


by wander s fineſt hand, and ig all, ; 21139 
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In general Good. The ſage hiſtoric Muſe 
Should next conduct us thro? the deeps of time: 
Shew us how empires grew, declin'd, and fell, 


In ſcatter'd ſtates; what makes the nations ſmile, 290 


Improves their ſoil, and gives: them double ſuns; 
And why they pine beneath the brighteſt ſkies, 

In Nature's rickeft lap. As thus we talk'd, 

Our hearts would burn within us, would inhale 
That portion of divinity, that ray 593 
Of pureſt heaven, which lights the public ſoul 

Of patriots, and of heroes; But if doom'd, 

In powerleſs humble fortune, to repreſs- 

Theſe ardent riſings of the kindling ſoul; 


Then, even ſuperior to ambition, wwe 60g: 


Would learn the private virtues; how to glide 


Thro? fhades and plains, along the ſmootheſt ſtream: 


Of rural life: or, ſnatch*d away I” 

Throꝰ the dim ſpaces of futurity, 6 
With earneſt eye anticipate thoſe ſcenes bog! 
Or happineſs, and wonder; where the * | 
In endleſs growth and PER "aſcent; -- 

Riſes from ſtate to ſtate; and world to nd 

But when with theſe the ſerious thought is foil'd, | 
We, ſhifting for relief, would play the ſhapes 610 
Of frolic fancy ; and inceſſant form 

- Thoſe rapid pictures, that aſſembled train 

Of fleet ideas, ne ver joinꝰd before, | 

| Whencelivelyit excites to gay ups: Þ 

Or folly-painting Humour, grave himſelf, 6g 
Calls Laughter forth, N every gerve. 
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MEAN-TIME the village rouzes up the fire; 
While well atteſted, and as well believ'd, 
Heard ſolemn, goes the · goblin- ſtory round; 


Fill ſuperſtitious horror creeps o'er all. 620 


Or, frequent in the ſounding hall, they wake 
The rural gambel- Ruſtic mirth goes round: 
The fimple joke that takes the ſhepherd's heart, 
Efily pleas'd; the long loud laugh, ſincereqm 
The kiſs, ſnatch'd haſty fromthe ſide· long nnen a 
On purpoſe guardleſs, or pretending ſleep: 

The leap, the flap, the haul ; and, ſhook. to notes 
Of native muſic, the reſponilent dance. 


Thus a flects with: ee the d ara 


* 
x 14 * 


THE: als bee bens, The wikis PIP 630 
Full of each theme, and warm with mixt nen 
Hums indiſtinct. The ſons of riot flows 
Down the looſe ſtream of falſe inchanted joy, 

To ſwift deſtruction. On the rankled ſoul 
The gaming fury falls; and in one gulph 8 635 
Of total ruin, honour, virtue, peace 1 1 1 10 


| Friends, families, and fortune, headlong fink. 


Up- ſprings the dance along the lighted dome, 
Mix'd, and evolv'd, a thouſand ſprightly ways. 
The glittering court effuſes every pomp; ;p; ne” 
The circle deepens: beam'd from gaudy robes, 
Tapers, and nne and radiant eyrs, 
A ſoft effulgence o'er the palace waves: 
While, a gay inſect in bis ſuramer-thitie, / © '/ 
Tefop, * ſpreads his mealy wings. * 7 

5 . 


F 1 
* "A. 
— . —_— - BO wx; e 
” — I „ a * . 
* Tha . — . — 4 — — whe 
2 3 x 2 I, 


Wee af 5 * 2 — _ 
c — — 3 oo be 
r 3 x; — 
4 ru xr age ever ion; + »% — - - 5 $2748 r 2 
- 2 * 7 


r oo A er * 
N — $ - 


” 
2 , F 
= re — 
K OB g y 
p. . — 8 ub . pp 2 . 2 8 1 
A 


* 


1 
— . — 


— 


— Fr 
44 


> * Sr »£ 
R f — N 
a K 234 100 — - > - <> gfe 2 
: a 
c 4 * mW =. 
mo r anne one RCr> 63 x6 IG 9 
© 5... 8 9 


W 


—— 


ZE 


” 


here 


hs ALL et FL 
h PL : 
= * eg | 2 * — 5 
1 6 


0 : N . 
. Fe -. TY TS 8 —— r 
N 8 0 FSH N Cn * 2 E. 


* . 
— — 

* <5 * 8 2 
. — NR Fs - HT £ 5 * 
7 * het Sh os - Fea > heme... — 

e . 5 4 r ee 4 : 2 


PR 


* Te tr * |: 5 4 222 — — — 2 <4. 
% l Dee ** 2; * ONES p > FI TY 25 * . - r. 2 8 ; 
bs ks d nu ABORT rr R 8 r Wenn 
- ay Lag tg N * — way _ 


188 NTC. 


D READ o'er the ſcene, the ghoſt of Hamiet ſtalks; 
Othello rages; poor Monimia mourns; 
And Belvidera pours her ſoul in love. 
Terror alarms the breaſt; the comely tear 
Steals o'er the cheek: or elſe the Comic Muſe 650 
Holds to the world a picture of itſelf, 
And raiſes fly the fair impartial laugh. 
Sometimes ſhe lifts her ſtrain, and paints the nd 
Of beauteous life; 'whate'er can deck mankind, 
Or charm the heart, in RI” 2 Bevil ſhew'd. bs 5 


o 3 whoſe willow, old I refin'd, 
Whoſe patriot virtues, and conſummate ſkill 
To touch the finer ſprings that move the world, 
Join'd to whate'er the Graces can n. | 


And all. Apollo's animating fire, 660 


Give thee, with pleaſing digtity, to ſhine 

At once the guardian, ornament, and joy, 

Of poliſh'd life; permit the Rural Muſe, 

O CHESTERFIELD, to grace with, thee her ſong! 


Ere to the ſhades again ſhe humbly flies, 6063 


Indulge her fond ambition, in thy train, 
(For every Muſe has in thy train a place) 
To mark thy various full accompliſh'd mind: 


To mark that ſpirit, which, with Britiſb ſcorn, 


Rejects th? allurements of corrupted power; 670 
That Sega ds which n 


8 


> Ane in the: orden Lover, written by Fir 
Ri Gard, Steele. 5 


Even 


„ „ „„ . „„ 2 = AO GH mm 9 


N ‚Nπ⁹ . 65 


Pren in the judgment a preſumptuous [Prance : 
The boaſted manners of her ſhining court; | 
That wit, the vivid energy of ſenſe, 
The truth of Nature, which, with Artie point, 675 
And kind well-temper'd ſatire, ſmoothly keen, 
Steals thro' the ſoul: and without pain corrects. | 
Or, riſing thence with yet a brighter flame, 
O let me hail thee, on ſome glorious-days:-: 
| When to the liſtening ſenate, ardent, croud 680 
555 BarraxxIA's ſons to hear her pleaded, 1 14 
Then dreſt by thee, more amiably fair, | 
Truth the ſoft rabe of mild perſuaſion. wears: 
Thou to aſſenting rea ſon giv'ſt again 
Her own enlightened thoughts: call'd from the heart, 
Th' obedient paſſions on thy: voice attend; 686 
60 And even reluQant party feels 2 while. F155; 
Thy gracious power: as thro' the varied maze | 
Of eloquence, now ſmooth, now quick, now ſtrong, 
Profound pa clear, you roll the are flood: * 


. u Ai tba: a 
54d o thy lid 83 my ee Muſe kr. 
2 For now, behold, the joyous winter-days, _ | | 
Froſty, ſucceed ;- and thro* the blue ſerene, .. 
Tor ſight too fine, th* ethereal nitre flies; 
Killing infectious daraps, and the ſpent air __ * 
Storing afreſh with elemental life. Fails 
Cloſe crouds the ſhining atmoſphere ; and binds. 
Our ſtrengthened -bodies-in its cold embrace, 
Conſtringent; feeds, and animates our blood; 
Reßnes our ſpirits, thro” the new-ſtrung nerves, 7%. 
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In ſwifter {allies darting to the briin; © / 
Where ſits the ſoul, intenſe, collected, cool, 
Bright as the ſkies, and as the ſeaſon keen. 

All Nature feels the renovating force 

Of Winter, only to the thoughtleſs 8 Jog 
In ruin ſeen. The froſt· cohebcted e 

Draws in abundant vegetable ſoul, | 

And gathers vigour for the Dae: : 

A ſtronger glow fits on the lively cheek 

Of ruddy fire : and luculent along 710 
The purer rivers flow; their ſutlea'dveps, | 
Tranſparent, open to the ſhepherd's' gaze, 

N murmur SEE at the fixing froſt,” 


What athens; Froſt? ? ado? are Gy keenſtores 


Deriv'd, thou ſecret all' invading power, 715 
Whom even th' illuſive flui d cannot fly ? 
Is not thy potent energy, unſeen, | 


. Myriads of little falts, or hook'd, or Map 


Like double wedges, and diſſus'd immenſe. 


Thro' water, earth, and ether? Hence at eve, 720 


Steam'd eager from the red horizon round, 
With the fierce rage of Winter deep ſuffus'd, 


An icy gale, oft ſhifting, o'er the pool 


Breathes a blue film, and in its mid career 

Arreſts the bickering ſtream. The looſened ice, 725 
Let down the flood, and half diſſolv'd by day, 
Ruſtles no mere: but to the ſedgy bank 


_ Faft grows, or gathers round the pointed ſtone, 


1 11 tal pavement, by the breath of heaven 
Cemented 


2 


10 


. 191 


Cemented firm: til, ſeiz d from ſhore to ſhore, 7 30 
The whole impriſon'd river growls below. 
Loud rings the frozen earth, and hard reflects 
double noiſe; while, at his evening watch, 
The village - dog deters the nightly thief; 
The heifer lows ; the diſtant water-fal! 735 
wells in the breeze; and, with the haſty tread. | 
of trayeller, the hollow-ſounding plain 
does from afar. The full ethereal round, 
':inite worlds diſclofing to the view, 
ines out intenſely keen; and, all one cope 740 
Of ſtarry glitter, glows from pole to pole. 
rom pole to pole the rigid influence falls, 
Thro' the ſtill night, inceſſant, heavy, ſtrong, 
And ſeizes Nature faſt. It freezes on; 
Till Morn, late riling o'er the drooping world, 745 
lifts her pale eye unjoyous. Then appears i 
The various labour of the ſilent night: 
Prone from the dripping eave, and dumb caſcade, 
Whoſe idle torrents only ſeem to roar, 
me pendant iciele; the froſt-work fair, 550 
Where tranſient dN and fancy'd figures riſe; 
Wide-ſpouted o'er the hill, the frozen . 
Alwid tract, cold-gleaming on the morn; 
The foreſt bent beneath the plumy wave; | 
And by the froſt refin'd the whiter 8 721 
lneruſted hard, and ſounding to the tread vi 
Of early ſhepherd, as he penſive ſeeks 
Hs pining flock, or from the mountain top, 
en with the ſlippery ſurface, ſwift deſcends, 
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192 W INT R. 
ON butkſome Hrolieks bent, the ee t 


While every work of Man is laid at re, - 


Fond o'er the river crowd, in various ſport 


And revelry diſſolv'd; where mixing glad, 


Happieſt of all the train ! the raptur'd boy 


Laſhes the whirling top. Or, where the Rhine obs 
_ -Branch'd'out in many a long canal extends, 


From every province ſwarming, void of care, 
Pa:avia ruſhes forth; and as they ſweep, 

On founding ſxatès, a thouſand different ways, 
In circling poiſe, ſwift as the winds, along, 50 
The then gay land is maddened all to joy. 

Nor leſs the northern courts, wide o'er the ſnow, 


Pour a new pomp: Eager, on rapid ſleds, 


Their vigorous youth in bold contention wheel 
The long-reſounding courſe. Mean: time, to raiſe 3j 
The manly ftrife, with highly blooming charms, 
Fluſh'd by the ſeaſon, Scandinavia's dames, 

Or Ruffia's nn e bi around. 


Poukxk, quick; nd Foorthil, is — 
But ſoon elaps d. The horizontal ſun, J 


Broad o'er the ſouth, hangs at his utmoſt noon: 


And, ineſſectual, ſtrikes the gelid cliff: 


His azure gloſs the mountain ſtill maintains, 


Nor feels the feeble touch. Perhaps the vale 
Relents a while to the reflected ray: : 18 
Or from the foreſt falls the eluſter d ſnoẽwr, 
Myriads of gems, that in the waving gleam | 


-Gay-twinkle-as they ſcatter, Thick around 
| Thuunden 
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4nd, adding to the ruins of the year, 
pilreſs the footed or the feathered game. : 


Wi4NTER. wk 
innders- the ſport of thoſe, who with the gun, 1 
een dog impatient bounding at the ſhot, 790 9 
orſe than the ſeaſon, deſolate the fields; Wh. 
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zur what is this? Our infant Winter ſinks, 2 
Jiveſted-of his grandeur, ſhould our eye 795 
Altoniſn'd ſhoot into the Frigid Zone; 
here, for relentleſs months, continual night 
1 lolds o'er the glittering: . her ſtarry reign. 
Turns, thro! the 8 af unbounded wilds, 
ard by the hand of Nature from eſcape,” 800 
ide-roams the Ruſſian exile. Nought around | 
kes his ſad eye, but deſarts loſt in ſnow; , ; 
Ind heavy-loaded groves ; and ſolid floods, 
[hat ſtretch, athwart the ſolitary valt, 
heir icy horrors to the frozen main ; $. 8056 
nd cheerleſs towns far-diſtant, never bleſs'd, 
are when its annual courſe the caravan 
Nas to the golden coaſt of rich * Cathay, 
ith news of human-kind. Vet there life glows; + 5 
et cheriſ d there, beneath the ſhining waſte, 810 | 
be furry nations harbour: tipt with jet, 
ar ermines, ſpotleſs as the ſnows they preſs; 
ables, of gloſſy black; and dark embrown'd, . 
_— freakt with. any a mingled , jo 
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194 n. 
Thouſands beſides, the coſtly pride of courts. 
There, warm together prefs'd,' the trooping deer 
Sleep on the new-fallen ſnows ; and, ſcarce his head 
Rais'd o'er the heapy wreath, the branehing elk 
Lies ſlumbering fullen in the white abyſs. 
The ruthlefs hunter wants nor dogs nor toils, 920 
Nor with the dread of ſounding bows he drives 
The fearful flying race; with ponderous clubs, 
As weak againſt the- mountain-heaps they puſh 
Their beating breaſt in vain, and piteous bray, 
He lays them quivering on th' enſanguin'd ſnows, 823 
And with loud ſhouts rejoicing bears them home. Supp 


ore 


There thro" the piny foreſt half-abſorpt ; Obte! 
Rough tenant of theſe ſhatles, the ſhapeleſs bear, Held 
With dangling ice all horrid, ſtalks forlorn: Ver. 
Slow-pac'd; and ſourer as the ſtorms increaſe, 330 Of m 
He makes his bed beneath th” inclement drift, With 
And, with ſtern patience, fcorning weak complaint, dy da 
Hardens his So Gon I want. 3 . 

\ 

Wave | 0 er this ſpacious regions of the north with 
That ſee Bo- otes urge his tardy wain, 335 Bren 
A boiſterous race, dy froſty * Caurus pierc'd A wor 
Who little-pleaſure know and fear no pain, Or gu 
Prolific ſwarm. They once relum'd the flame [Tilt 
Of loſt mankind in p5liſh'd ſlavery funk, White 
Drove martial horde on horde, with dreadſul ſweep Ine u 
Reſiſtiefs ruſhing o er th” enfeeb bed ſouth, 841 by ſm. 
And gave the vanquiſh'd world another form. *. 1 
The North-Weſt Wind. 


+ The wandering Scythian Clans. 


Not 


WINTER. 


Not ſuch the ſons of Lapland © wiſely they 

Deſpiſe th* infenſate barbarous trade of war; L 

They aſk. no more than ſimple Nature gives, 845 

They love their mountains and enjoy their ſtorms. 

No falſe deſires, no pride-ereated wants, | 

Dilturb the peaceful current of their time; 

And thro? the reſtleſs ever-tortur*d maze 

o pleaſure, or ambition, bid it rage. 850 

Their rein- deer form their riches. Theſe their tent 

Their robes, their beds, and all their homely wealth 

ſupply, their wholeſome fare, and cheerful cups. 

Obſequious at their call, the docile tribe 

Vield to the ſled their necks, and whirl them ſwift 855 5 

Her hill and dale, heap'd into one expanſe 

Of marbled ſnow, as far as eye can ſweep 

With a blue cruſt of ice unbounded glaz d. 

By dancing meteors then, that ceafeleſs ſhake 

A waving blaze refracted o'er the heavens, 860- 

And vivid moons, and ſtars that keener play 

vith doubled luſtre from the gloſſy waſte, 
Even in the depth of Polar Night, they find 
A wonderous day: enough to. light the chace, 
Or guide their daring fteps to Finland-fairs.. 865 
Wiſh'd Spring returns; and from the hazy ſouth, 
"White dim Aurora flowly moves before, 

e welcome ſun, juſt verging up at fir ſt, 

I ſmall degrees extends the ſwelling curve ! 

Till ſeen at laſt for gay rejoicing months, 870 

Sul round and round, his ſpiral-courſe he winds, 

Aud: as he nearly dips his fla ming orb, 
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Wheels up again, and re-aſcends the ſky. 

In that glad ſeaſon, from the lakes and floods, 
Where pure Niemi's fairy mountains riſe, 33; 
And fring'd with roſes Tenglio rolls his ſtream, 
They draw the copions fry. With theſe, at eve, 
They cheerful loaded to their tents repair; 
Where, all day long in uſeful cares employ'd, 
Their kind unblemiſh'd wives the fire prepare. 90 
Thrice happy race! by poverty ſecur'd 

From legal plunder and rapacious power: 

In whom fell intereft never yet has ſown 

The ſeeds of vice: whole ſpotleſs ſwains ne'er knew 
Injurious deed. nor, blaſted by the breath 885 
Of faithleſs love, their blooming daughters woe. 


STILL is. Jonny _ beyond Tornea's lake, 


* 


+ A. de Mau ertuis, in his book on the Figure of il 
Earth, after having deſcribed the beautiful Lake and 
Mountain of Niemi in Lapland, fays——** From this 
« height we had oppertu:iity ſeveral times to ſee thoſe vo- 
«6 pours rife from the Lake which the people of the country 
« call Haltios, and which they deem to be the guardian 
«« Spirits of the Mountains. We had been frighted wil 
«« ftories of Bears that haunted this place, but ſaw none. It 
« ſeem'd rather a place of reſort for Fairies and Geniy 
« than Bears.” 


+ The fame Author Gand T was ſurt 1iz'd 
« 70 ſee upon the banks of this river (the Tenglio) Riſes 
© of as lively a red as any that are in our gardens.” 


And 


80 


85 
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And Hecla flaming thro? a waſte of ſnow, 
And fartheſt Greenland, to the pole itſelf, 
Where, failing gradual, life at length goes out, _ , 
The Muſe expands her ſolitary flight ; 

And, hovering. o'er the wild:ſtupendous ſcene, 
Reholds new ſeas beneath another ſiy. . 
Thron'd in his palace of cerulean ice, | 
Here Winter holds his unrejoicing court; 895 
And thro' his airy hall the loud miſrule 

Of driving tempeſt is for ever heard; 

Here the grim tyrant meditates his wrath ; 
Here arms his winds with all-ſubduing froſt ; 
Moulds his fierce hail, and treaſures up his ſnows, 9000 
With which he now oppreſſes half the globe. | 


cTHENCE winding eaſtward to the Tartar's coaſty 
She ſweeps the howling margin of the main: 
Where undiſſolving, from the firſt. of time, 
Shows ſwell on ſfiows amazing to the ſky 25 905 
And icy mountains high on mountains pil'd, 

deem to the ſhivering ſailor from afar, 1K 
Shapeleſs and white, an W 2a.” of elouds. 
Nrojected huge, and horrid, o'er the ſurge, 


Alps frown on Alps; or ruſhing: hideous 1880 910 


As if old Chaos was aguin return'd, 
Wide-rend the deep, and ſhake the ſolid pole. 
Ocean itſelf no longer can reſiſt 


The binding fury ; but, in all its rage FE 
| *The other Hemiſphere. e 
K-23: 0 


A ere 


Of tempeſt taken by the boundleſs froſt, 
Is many a fathom to the bottom chain'd, 
And bid to roar no more: a bleak expanſe, 
Shagg'd o'er with wavy rocks, cheerleſs, and void 
Of every life, that from the dreary months 
Flies conſcious ſouthward. Miſerable they! 920 
Who, here entangled in the gathering ice, 

Take their laſt look of the deſcending ſun. ; 
While, full of death, and fierce with tenfold: froſt, 
The long long night, incumbent o'er their heads, 
Falls horrible. Such was the Briton's fate; 92; 


715 


As with f prow, (What have not Britons dar'd!) 


He for the paſſage ſought, attempted ſince 

So much in vain, and ſeeming to be ſhut 

By jealous Nature with eternal bars. 

In theſe fell regions, in Arzina caught, 930 
And to the ſtony deep his idle ſhip 

Immediate ſeal'd, he with his hapleſs crew, 

Each full exerted at his feveral taſk, 

Froze into ſtatues; to the cordage glu't - 

The failor, and the pilot to the helm. 935 


Hard by theſe ſhores, wherefcarcehis freezing ſtream 
Rolls the wild Oëy, live the laſt of Men; 
And half enlivened by the diſtant ſun, 
That rears and ripens * as plants, 


* Sir Hugh Willoughby, ſent ueen E lizabeth to 
diſcover the m Paſſage. *S 3 
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Here human Nature wears its rudeſt form. 940 
Deep from the piercing feaſon funk in caves, 


Here by dull fires, and with unjoyous cheer, 


They waſte the tedious gloom. Immers'd in furs, 
Doze the groſs race. Nor ſprightly jeſt, nor ſong, 
Nor tenderneſs they know; nor aught of life, 945 
Beyond the kindred bears that ſtalk without. 

Till morn at length, her roſes drooping all, 

Sheds a long twilight brightening o'er their fields, 
And calls the quivered ſavage to the chace. 


- WHAT cannot active government perform, 95a 
New-mouldmg Man? Wide-ſtretching from theſe 
A people ſavage from remoteſt time, { ſhores, 
A huge neglected empire, one vaſt Mind, 

By HEAVEN inſpir'd, from Gothic darkneſs call'd. 
Immortal Peter { firſt of monarchs! He 958 
His ſtubborn country tam'd, her rocks, her fens, 
Her floods, her ſeas, her ill-ſubmitting ſons ; 

And while the fierce Barbarian he ſubbu'd, 

To more exalted ſoul he rais'd the Man. 

Ye ſhades of ancient heroes, ye who toil 960 
Thro? long ſucceſſive ages to build up | 

A labouring plan of ftate, behold at once 

The wonder done! behold the metchleſs prince! 
Who left his native throne, where reign'd till then 
A mighty ſhadow of unreal power; 965 
Who greatly ſpurn'd the ſlothful pemp of courts ; 
And roaming every land, in every port 
His ſceptre laid aſide, with glorious hand 
3 | Unwearied 
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Unwearied plying the mechanic tool, 


Gather'd the ſeeds of trade, of uſeful arts, 970 


Of civil wiſdom, and of martial ſkill. 

Charg'd with the ſtores of Furope home he goes! 
Then cities rife amid th' illumin'd waſte ; 

O'er joyleſs deſarts ſmiles the rural reign : - 


Far-diſtant flood to flood is focial join'd ; 975: 


Th' aſtoniſh'd Euxine hears the Baltic roar ; 
Proud navies ride on ſeas that never foam'd 
With daring keel before; and armies ſtretch 
Each way their dazzling files, repreſſing here 


The frantic Alexander of the north; 980 


And av ing there ſtern Othman's ſhrinking ſons. 
Slot h flies the land, and Ignorunce, and Vice, 

Of old diſhonour proud: it glows around, 
Taught by the Royal Hand that rous'd the whole, 


One ſcene of arts, of arms, of rifing trade: 985 
For what his wiſdom plann'd, and power enforc'd, 


More potent fill, his great example ſhew'd. 


MUTTERING, the winds at eve, with blunted point 


Blow hollo u- bluſtering from the ſouth. Subdu'd, 
The froſt reſolves into a trickling thaw. 990 
Spotted the mountains ſhine ; looſe fleet deſcends, 
And floods the country round. The rivers ſwell, , 
Of bonds impatient. Sudden from the hills, 

Oer rocks and woods, in broad brown cataracts, 


A thouſand ſnow- fed torrents ſhoot at once; 995 


Aud, where they ruſh, the wide -reſounding plain 
Is left one ſimy waſte. Thoſe ſullen ſeas, 1 
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That waſh'd th' ungenial pole, will reſt no more 
Beneath the ſhackles of the-mighty north ; 

But, rouſing all their waves, refiſtleſs heave. 1000 
And hark! the lengthening roar continuous runs 
Athwart the rifted deep: at once it burſts,, 

And piles a thouſand mountains to the clouds. 
Il fares the bark with trembling wretches charg'd, 
That, toſt amid the floating fragments, moors hog 
Beneath the ſhelter of an icy ifle,. 

While night o'erwhelms the ſra, and horror looks 
More horrible.” Can human force endure 

Th' aſſembled miſchiefs that beſiege them round ? 
Heart-gnawing hunger, fainting wearineſs, Tore: 
The roar of winds and waves, the cruſh of ice, 

Now ceafing, now renew'd with. louder. rage, 

And in dire echoes bellowing round the main. 
More to embroil the deep, Leviathan 

And his unweildy train, in dreadful ſport, *'rorg 
Jempeſt the looſened brine, while thro* the gloom, 
Far, from the bleak-inhoſpitable ſhore, 

Loading the winds,. is heard the hungry howl 

Of famiſh'd monſters there awaiting wrecks. 


Yet Providence, that ever-quaking eye, 1020 


Looks down with pity on the feeble toil 
Of mortals loft to hope, and lights them ſafe, 
Thro' all this dreary labyrinth of fate. 


Tis done! dread Winter ſpreads his lateſt glooms, 
And reigns tremendous o'er the conquer'd year. 1025 


ou dead the vegetable * lies 
How 
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How dumb the tuneful ! Horror wide extends 
His deſolate: domain. Behold, fond Man! 

See here thy pictur'd life; paſs ſome few years, 
Thy flowering Spring, thy Summer's ardent ſlrength, 
Thy ſober Autumn fading mto age, - £08: 
And pale concluding Winter comes at laſt, 

And ſhuts the ſeene. Ah! whither now are fled 
Thoſe dreams of greatneſs 2 thoſe unſolid hopes 

Of happineſs? thoſe longings after fame? 1035 
Thoſe reſtleſs cares? thofe buſy. buſtling days? 
Thoſe gay-ſpent; feſtivenights? thoſe veeringthoughts. 
Loſt between good and ill, that ſhar'd thy life? 

All now are vaniſh'd! VIR Tus fole-ſurvives, 
Immortal never- failing friend of Man, 1040 
His guide to happineſs on high. And ſee! 

»Tis come, the glorious morn ! the ſecond birth 

Of heaven, and earthl awakening Nature hears 
The new-creating avord, and ſtarts to life, 

In every heightened form, from pain and death 1045 
For ever free. The great eternal ſcheme, 
Involving all, and in a perfect aubole 

Uniting, as the proſpect wider ſpreads, 

To reaſon's eye refin'd clears up apace. 

Ye vainly wiſe ! ye blind/preſumptuous ! now, 1050- 
Confounded in the duſt, adore that Poaver, 

And Wiſdom. oft arraign'd: ſee now the cauſe, 
Why unaſſuming worth in ſecret liv'd, 

And dy'd, neglected: why the good Man's ſhare 
In life was gall and bitterneſs of ſoul :. TOSS 
Why the lone widow and her orphans pin'd 


Ja 
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In ſtarving ſolitude; while Luxury, 

In palaces, lay ſtraining her low thought, 

To form unreal wants: why heaven-born truth, 
And moderation fair, wore the red marks 1060 
Of ſuperſtition's ſcourge: why licens'd pain, 

That cruel fpoiler, that emboſom' d foe, 

Imbittered all our bliſs. Ye good diſtreſt ! 

Ye noble few ! who here unbending ſtand 


Beneath life's preſſure, yet bear up a while, 1065 


And what your bounded view, which only ſaw 
Alittle part, deem'd Evil is no more: 

The ſtorms of Mintry Time will quickly paſs, 
And one unbounded Spring encircle. all. 


H Y M N. 


1 as they change, ALMIGHTY FATHER, | 
theſe, | 

Are but the varied GoD. The rolling year 

Ts full of thee. Forth in the pleaſing Spring 

THhy beauty walks, THY tenderneſs and love. 

Wide fluſh the fields; the ſoftening air is balm ; «5 

Echo the mountains round; the foreſt ſmiles ; ; 

And every ſenſe, and every heart is joy. 

Then comes 1TH glory in the Summer - months, 

Witl light and heat refulgent. Then Tay ſun 

Shoots full perfection thro' the ſwelling year: 10 

And oft THY voice in dreadful thunder fpeaks; 

And oft at dawn, deep noon, or falling eve, 

By brooks and groves, in hollow -whiſpering gales. 

THy bounty ſhines in Autumn unconfin'd, 

And ſpreads a eommon feaſt for all that lives. 15 

In winter awful Thou! with clouds and ſtorms 

Around THEE thrown, tempeſt o'er tempeſt roll'd, 

Majeſtic darkneſs ! on the whirlwind's wing, 

Riding ſublime, Thou bidſt the world adore, 

And humbleſt Nature with TH northern blaſt. 20 
| Myr sTE- 
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-MySTERtOUS round! what ſleill, what force pe 
Deep felt, in theſe appear! à ſimple train, 

Yet ſo delightful mix'd, with ſuch kind N 

duch beauty and heneſicence combin d; 


Shades unperceiv'd, ſo ſoftening into ſhade; 25 


And all fo forming an harmonious whole; 

That, as they Mt ſucceed; they raviſh- ſtill. * 

But wandering oft, with brite unconſcious gat, 
Man märks not. THERE, marks not the miglity hand, 


That, ever-buſy,: Wheels the ſilent ſpheres 30 


Works in the ſecret deep; ; ſhoots, ſteaminę, thence 

The fair profuſion that o'erſpreats the S ring: 

Flings from the fun direct the flaming day; 

Feeds every cteature; hurls che tempeſt forth; 

And, as vn earth this grateful change revolves, - 1 

With tranſport . all a rs 1 of life. 

1 21 2 YE +. 16 4 761 CF 

' NaTvRE, Addy Jin every living * 

Beneath the ſpacious temple of the 3 

In adoration join? -and,/ardenty raiſe 


One gollerat Tong g To Him ye vocal 3 | 2 | 


Breathe foft, Whoſe Sp NI T in ep ene 8 
Oh talk An in folitary gloonis!. l 3:7 
Where, oer the rock, the ſcarcely wein pine 
| Fills the brown ſhade with a religious awe. 
And ye, " Whoſe bolder note is heard a far, 45 
Who ſhake th' aſtoniſtr d world, lift high to heaven 
The impetubus ſong, and fay from whom you rage. 
His praiſe, ye brooks; attune,*ye wWenbling: rills : 
And let tte catch i481 muſe alone 
8 | Ye 
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Ve headlong torrents, rapid, and profound $ 80 
Ye ſofter floods, that lead the hurnid maze 

Along the vale ; and thou, majeſtic main, 

A ſecret world'of wonders in thyſelf, | 
Sound His ſtupendous praiſe ; whoſe greater voice 
Or bids you roar, or bids your roarings fall. 5; 
Soft-roll your incenſe, herbs, and fruits, and flowers, 
In mingled clouds to Hi; whoſe Jun exalts, 
Whoſe breath perſumes you, and whoſe pencil paints. 


Le foreſts bend, ye harveſts wave, to Him; 


Breathe your ſtill ſong into the reaper's heart, 60 
As home de goes beneath the joyous moon. 

Ye that keep watch an heaven, as carth aſleep 
Unconſcious lies, eſſuſe your mildeſt beams, 

Ye conſtellations, While your angels ſcrike, 
Amid the ſpangled ſky, the filyer lyre. 65 
Great ſource of day ! beſt image here below 

Of thy Creator, ever pouring wide, 


From world to world, the vital ocean round, 


On Nature write with every beam His praiſe. 


The thunder rolls: be huſh'd the proſtrate world; 50 
"While cloud to cloud returns the ſolemn hymn. 


Bleat out afreſh, ye hills : ye moſſy rocks, 
Retain the ſound: the broad reſponſive lowe, 


Fe valleys, raiſe; for the GREAT SHEPHERD reigns; 
And his un/ufering kingdom yet will come. 75 
Ye woodlands all; awake: a boundleſs ſong 


Burſt from the groves! and when the reſtleſs day, 
Expiring, lays the warbling world aſleep, 


| Sweeteſt of birds! Feet, , charm 


The 
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Theliſtening ſhades, and teach the night Is praiſe. 80 


Ye chief, for whom the whole creation frniles, 

At once the head, the heart, and tongue of all, 
Crown the great hymn! in ſwarming cities vaſt, 
Aſſembled men, to the deep organ join | 
The long-reſounding voice,. oft-breaking clear, 85. 
At ſolemn pauſes, through the ſwelling baſe; 
And, as each mingling! flame increaſes each, 
ln one united ardour riſe to heaven. 
Or if you rather chuſe the rural ſhade. „„ 
And find a fane in every ſacred grove; 90 
There let the ſhepherd's flute, the virgin's lay, 


The prompting ſeraph, and the poet's lyre,  - 


Still ing the GOD OF SEASONS, as they roll. 

For me, when I forget the darling theme, 
Whether the bloſſom blows, the Summer ray 95 
Ruſſets the plain, inſpiring Autumn gleams ; 

Or Winter riſes in the blackening eaſt ; 

Be my tongue mute, my fancy paint no more, 

Aud, dead to joy. ap my heart to beat 


SHOULD fate ad me to the fartheſt verge 100 
Of the green earth, to diſtant barbarous climes, 
Rivers unknown to ſong; where firſt the ſun 
Gilds Indian mountains, or his ſetting beam 
Fames on th* Alantic iſles ; tis nought to me; 
vince GOD- is ever preſent, ever felt, 18 
in the void waſte as in the city full; 

And where HE vital breathes there muſt be joy. 
When even at laſt the folemn hour ſhall come, 
S 2 | And 
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And wing my myſtic flight to future worlds, 

I chearful will obey; there, with new powers, 110 
Will rifing wonders ſing; J cannot go | 
Where UNIVERSAL Love not ſmiles around, 
Suſtaining all yon orbs and all their ſons; 

From ſeeming Evil ſtill educing Good, 

And better thence again, and better ſtill, 175 
In infinite progreſſion. But Iloſe 
Myſelf in Him, in Loh INEFFABLE! 8 
Aae 8 expreſſive — male His priſe, 
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Tux following Variations in the Poem of the 

- SEASONS. are printed from the firſt Compleat 
Edition, publiſhed by Subſcription in 1730, 
4t0. Notice is however taken of ſuch Paf- 

' fages in that Edition as differ confiderably from 
the. et, which, as every one knows, was 
publiſhed ſeparately a Parts. It is to be ob- 
ſerved, that the Number of the Lines refers 
to the preſent Edition. 


SPRING. 
L. 49: 8 


+ 1 EL. 35. 
Twas ſuch as theſe the rural Maro ſun 
To the full Roman court, in all its height 

Of elegance and taſte. The ſacred plow - , 
Employed the Kings and fathers of mankind, 

In ancient times. And ſome, with whom compar'd 
You're but the beings of a ſummer's day, 

Have held the ſeale' of juſtice, ſhook the lance 

Of mighty war, then with deſcending hand, 

Unus'd to little delicacies, ſeiz'd 

The plow, and:greatly independent liy'd.. 


Has done his due. 


In this ſeries of lines, avide imperial Rome, re- 
preſented in the later editions, as: liſtening to Virgil” 5 
Georgie pœgtry, is a circumſtance which exhibits 

; O- ; 

8 3 the 
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the Poet in a more exalted character, than when, in 
rhe former editions, he is repreſented as finging only 
to entertain the court of Auguſtus. The expreſſion 
tnſect tribes, introduced in the later editions, in al- 
lufion to the gaiety, the levity, and the ſuperficial 
ſhow of the children of Luxury and Faſhion, is pecu- 
liarly happy :—But when theſe z7/2& tribes are ſaid 
to appear the beings of a ſummer's day, only when 
viewed in compariſon with the heroes of antiquity, 


the reader is diſappointed to find, that, though a ney. 


phraſe is uſed, yet no new idea is communicated, 
L. 71. | 
Far thro? his azure, turbulent extent. 
; = ; 1 78. 7 
Nor thro' the lenient air alone, this change. 
| L. 87. | 
From the moiſt meadow to the brown-brow'sd hill. 
L- A. 
While the deer ruftle thro” the twining brake. 
| | ; 5 104. 
Where freſhneſs breathes, and daſh the lucid drops 
From the bent buſh, as thro' the fuming maze. . 
| 6 
Travels from joy to joy, and, hid beneath. 


Perhaps travels, the word uſed here, as imply- 


ing not only progreſſive motion, but progreſſive mo- 
tion attended with ſome degree of fatigue, does not 
. convey a juſt idea of the manner in which the rap- 
tured eye wanders from one beauty to another in 2 
vernal proſpect. But Hurries, the word adopted in 
the later editions in preference to travels, ſurtly 
implies rapidity and impatience, no leſs different 
from the manner in which we ſurvey ſucceſſively the 
various objects in ſuch a ſcene. 

1 L. Ig | 
Riſe not, and ſcatter from his foggy wings 
The bitter mildew, or dry-blowing bretthe. : 
"x02 119. 


NN. | 211 


'fißjß , £2, L. 119. BF . 

Into a ſmutty, wide-dejected waſte. | 
Smutty ſignifies blaſted with mildew. This line, 

zs it appears in the later editions, is more ſounding 
than in the former; but its ſtrength is enfeebled ; 

for jople/s and dead convey nearly the ſame idea 

which is expreſſed by avide-dejeFed. 

. Xx 

Myriads on myriads, inſect-armies waft. 

— fcc race! ſcarce ſn, 

Save by the prying eye; yet famine waits 

On their corroſive courſe, and kills the year. 

dometimes o'er cities as they ſteer their flight, 

Where riſing vapour melts their wings away, 

Gaz'd by the aſtoniſh'd crowd, the horrid ſhower 

Deſcends. And hence the ſkilful farmer chaff, 

And blazing ſtraw before his orchard burns; 

Till, all involv'd in ſmoke, the latent foe 

From every cranny ſuffocated falls; 

Or onions ſteaming hot, beneath his trees 

Expoſes fatal to the froſty tribe: 

Nor, from their friendly taſk, the buſy bill 

Of little trooping birds inſtinctive ſcares. 

In this feries of lines, a conſiderable change has 
been made. The inſeQ-armies, that feeble race 
who are wafted in myriads on the poiſoned breezes, 
are now, in alluſion to the deſolation which they 
produce, and the diſtreſs which follows from their 
ravages, viewed as the miniſters of Heaven commiſ- 
ſioned to puniſh the crimes of mankind, and digni- 
fied with the title of the facred Sons of Vengeance." 

If the circumſtance of their being ſuffocated by the 
cloud of ſmoke which OUR cities, and falling 
down in ſhowers to the aitoniſhment of the inhabi- 
tants, be a fact, I confeſs J am ſorry that it has 
been onutted in the later editions. From ag 
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them ſuffer by ſome ſuch accidents, it was natural for 
the farmer to take the hint of deſtroying them by 
the ſmoke of burning ſtraw. © © 


After L. 136. there is, in the earlier editions, a beau- 
tiful digreſſion, in which the Poet calls the attention 
and curioſity of his readers to the innumerable tribes 
cf animals, which, though imperceptible to the hy. 
man eye, when unaſſiſted by glaſſes, are yet diffuſed 
over the whole immenſity of nature; ſo that every 

ool, and ſtone, and leaf, ſwarms with myriads of 
iving creatures. Theſe verſes follow : 


"Theſe are not idle philofophic dreams, 
Full Nature ſwarms with life. Th' unfaithful fen 
In putrid ſteams emits the livid cloud 
Of peſtilence. Thro? ſubterranean cells, 
Where ſearching ſun- beams never found a way, 
Earth animated heaves, The flowery leaf 
Wants not its ſoft inhabitants. The ſtone, 
Hard as it is, in every winding pore 
Holds multitudes. But chief the foreſt-boughs, 
Which dance unnumber'd to th? inſpiring breeze, 
The downy orchard, and the melting pulp. 
Of mellow fruit the nameleſs nations feed 
Of evaneſcent inſets; Where the pool 
Stands mantled o'er with green, inviſible, - 
Amid the floating verdure millions ſtray. - 
Each liquid too, whether of acid taſte, 
Potent, or mild, .with various forms: abounds. 
Nor is the lucid ſtream, nor the pure air, 
Tho' one tranſparent vaeancy they ſeem, 
Devoid of theirs.. Even animals ſubſiſt 
On animals, in infinite deſcent; 
And all ſo fine adjuſted, that the loſs- 
Oft the Jeaſt ſpecies would diſturb the whole. 
Stranger than this-th* inſpective glaſs confirms, 
And to the curious gives th' amazing ſcenes 
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ob leſſening life hy Wiſdom kindly hid 
From eye, and ear of man: for if at once | 
The worlds in worlds enclos'd were puſh'd to light, 
Seen by his ſhar n d eye, and by his ear 
latenſely bended heard, from the choice cate, 
The freſheſt viands, and the brighteſt wines, 
He'd turn abhorrent, and in dead of night, 
When ſilence ſleeps o' er all, be ſtunn'd with . 
Notwithſtanding the beauty of this digreſſion, and 
the elegant philotophy. which it contains, yet it is, 
perhaps, better omittèd, ns! the manner in which it 
was. introduced was bh abrupt auc Werse 
ward. 
Theſe verſes haves) with only ſome very fight va 
rations, been, in the later editions, inſerted in Sum» 
mer, where they are much more judiciouſſy placed. 
The verſes Which naw | ſupply: cheir place here, as 
they point gut the ſuperior advantages produced, 
eren by thoſe baleful winds which ſcatter. mildew 
and deſtructivs inſects in their, progreſs, are pecus 
| larly proper, and A to be N f e 5 
een 2! L. 148. unte n en 
Sree ſtaining ether; (One. by faſt degrees. 
r 

Along the loaded xy, I7 mingling thick. 
169. 

Ang foreſts ſeem, comb to demand. | 


Hee to patter” heard, the Rcaling Wewer“ 1 

L. L. 183. a | x 
: Imagihation Pd » prevents Rs growth, " 
And while the verdant nutriment diftills. 

In theſe lines, the language adopted in the later 
editions is more correct than that which a appeared 
here in the former editions. Swift fancy fir*d, flows: 
more harmoniouſfy than imagination fir' d: pre. 


1 lignifies hinders; but 2 only fete 
11 2 efo 50 
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before its time : the pauſe thrown at the end of tle 
fourth ſyllable gives the line a. better effect than 
when placed at the end of the ſixth; and in the fol- 
lowing line, the epithet verdant, applied to the 
nutriment which ſuſtains and nouriſhes herbs and 

lants, is evidently 1 een while that of Pg is 


Looks out illuſtrious Pans =P the fluſh. 
e 

Here, n Newton, the diſſolving . 

Are, as they ſcatter'd round, thy numerous priſm, 


Untwiſting to the phileſophic eye 
The various twine of light, by thee purſu'd 


Thro' the white mingling maze. Not ſo the ſwain. 


Ae the morning beam, to give again, 
Tranſmuted ſoon by Nature's chymiſtry, 
The blooming: bleflings of the former day. 
After line 220, in the former editions, 
Rais'd thro* ten thouſand different plaſtic tubes — 


Par won a particular image to the imagination; cal- 


ing her to contemplate one of the moſt wondrous 


and beautiful operations in Nature, and i is therefore 

much ſuperior to 9 
Franſmuted ſoon by Nature”; 8 y: 

which perplexes us with technical terms, or invites 

us to enter the chymiſt's laboratory, and ſurvey his 

various proceſſes of A 80 and decompoſition. 

$425 +>: 

Then the glad morning wak id the gladden'd race 

Of uncorrupted; men, nor bluſh'd to ſee 

The ſluggard ſleep 1 105 ſacred beam. 


Replete with bliſs, and * — ept for j joy 
- Alves 253-4, leſs Ray 


In 


y erte 15 the na- 
| ture of als este a A n 
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In the firſt editions, the following paſſage ſucceed- 
ed that which is verſe 271 in this. Though the 
whole ſeries of lines does not differ from what ap- 
pears in the later editions; yet it has been thought 

roper to print the paſſage hore entire, for the ſatis- 
Edlen of the reader... n | 

This to the Poets gave the golden age; | 
When, as they ſung in elevated phraſe, 

The failer-pine had not the nations yet 

In commerce mix'd; for every country teem'd 
With every thing. Spontaneous harveſts wav'd, 
Still in a ſea of yellow plenty round. er 
The foreſt was the vineyard, where untaught 

To climb, unprun'd, and wild the juicy grape 
Burſt into floods of wine. The knotted-oak 
Shook. from his boughs the long tranſparent ſtreams 
Of honey, creeping thro* the matted graſs. 

Th' uncultivated thorn aruddy ſhower 

Of fruitage ſhed, on ſuch as ſat below, 

In blooming eaſe, and from brown labour free, ' 
Save what the copious gathering, grateful, gave. 
The rivers foam'd with nectar ; or diffuſe, : 
Silent, and ſoft, the milky, maze devolv'd. 

Nor had the ſpongy, full-expanded fleece, 

Yet drunk the Tyrian die. The ſtately ram 

Shone thro? the mead, in native purple clad, 

Or milder ſaffron:; and the dancing lamb 

The-vivid crimſon to the ſun diſclos d. 
Nothing had power to hurt; the ſavage ſoul, 

Yet untransfus'd into the tyger's heart, 

Burn'd not his bowels, nor his gameſome paw 
Drove on the fleecy partners of his play: 

While from the flowery brake the ſerpent roll'd 
His fairer ſpires, and play'd his pointleſs tongue. 

But now whate'er theſe gaudy fables meant, 

And the white minutes which they ſhadow'd.out, 
Are found no more amid thoſe irem times, 8 
| Theſe 
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Thoſe dregs of life! in which the human mind 
Has loſt that harmony ineffable; 
Which forms the ſoul of happineſs ; and all 
Is off the poiſe within; the paſſions all 
Have burſt their bounds; and reaſon half extinct, 
Or impotent, or elſe approving ſees | 
The foul diſorder. Anger forms at large, 
eee an equal cauſe; and fell revenge 

orts the falling rage. Cloſe envy bites 
ih venom'd tooth ;>while' weak, unmauly fear, 
Full of frail fancies, looſens every wer. 
Even love itſelf is bitterneſs of ſoul, 
A pleaſing anguiſh pining at the heart. 
Hope fickens with extravagance; and grief, 

Of life impatient, into * þ ſwells ; 

Or in dead filence waſtes'the weeping hours. 
Theſe, and a thouſand mixt emotions more, 
From ever- changing views of good and ill, 
Form'd infinitely various, vex the mind 
With endleſs ſtorm. Whenee, inly-rankling, grows 
The ſelfiſh thought, a liſtleſs unconcern, 
Cold, and averting from our neighbour's good; 
Then dark diſguſt, and malice, winding wiles, 
Sneaking deceit, and coward villany: 
At laſt deep-rovted hatred, lewd reproach, 
Convulfive wrath, and thoughtleſs fury, quick 
To deeds ok vileff aim. Even Nature's ſeif 
Is deem'd, vindictive, to have chang?d her courſe. 
Hence in old time, they ſay, a deluge came; 
When the diſparting orb of earth, that arch'd | 
The impriſon*d deep around, impetuous ruſh” dy 
With ruin inconceivable, at: once 
Into the gulph, and o'er the higheſt hills 
Wide-daſh'd the waves, in undulation vaſt : 
Till, from the centre to the ſtreaming clouds, 
A ſhoreleſs ocean tumbled round the globe. 
The deſeription of the Golden Age, borrowed 


from 
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om Ovid and Virgil, as it bears too near a re- 
ſemblance to the ſeries of verſes immediately pre- 
celing, as Well as to what follows, is with great 
propriety omitted in the later editions. 
8 L. 317, &c. x i 8 

The Seaſons ſince, as hoar Tradition tells, | 
Have kept their conftant chace ; the Winter keen 
Pour'd out his waſte of ſnows j———— | 

The expreſſion, gel a broken world, is pecu- 
barly beautiful; it refers at once, to the preſent ſtate 
of the material globe and its inhabitants, and to the 
diſagreeable effects which are felt from ſevere ſea- 


ſons. 
| L<337. 

But now, from clear to cloudy, moiſt to dry, 

And hot to cold, in reſtleſs change revolv'd. 

In lone obſcurity, unpriz'd for ſood; 

Altho' the pure, exhilarating ſoul 1 

Of nutriment, and health, ſalubrious breathes, 

By Heaven infusꝰd, along its ſecret tubes. 
cannot help preferring theſe lines to what has 

been introduced in their room in the later editions. 
„ Mei lie 6, | 

ns, the following lines occur: 


in the earlier 


— — The beaſt of prey, 
'Tis true, deſerves the fate in which he deals. 
Him from the thicket let the hardy youth - 
Provoke, and foaming thro” the 4 747 woods 
With every nerve purſue. | 


I doubt not, every reader of taſte will agree with 
me, that the tranſition here made to the chace was 
eaſy and natural; that the images of «© the hardy 
youth provoking and purſuing the foaming eafe 
* of prey, with keen exertion; through the awakene 
* woods,” were dignified and intereſting; and that 
eee T therefore 
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therefore. theſe lines have not been omitted in tix 
later editions without injury to the poem. | 


And wreſtling groan beneath the cruel hands, 


. 360. 
To ſwell the riot of the — — feaſt. | 
The beautiful verſes on fiſhing, one of the fineſt 
paſſages in the-whole poem, which follow after verſe 
376 to verle 440, appeared not in the firſt editions, 
But as the ſport begins in Spring, the inſertion of 
theſe verſes certainly contributes to render a poem 
more perfect, which celebrates the beauties, the em- 
ployments, and the 9 0c" of that ſeaſon, 
: | L. 465. 
Nut yonder breathing proſpect bids the muſe 
Throw all her beauty forth, that daubing all 
Will be to what I gaze; for who can paint. 
After L. 480, | 
the invitation to Amanda, and the charming de. 
ſcription of her appearance and character, which + 
2015 the later editions, do not appear in the earlier 
Ailions. e erg 
L. 4 


Freſh-blooming flowers, egg ae the braided hair, 
And the white boſom that improves their ſweets. - 
The laſt of theſe lines in the firſt edition, 1728, 
And for a breaſt which can improve their ſweets, 
Theſe lines are here addreſſed to the youths and 
virgins whom he had invited to join him in his walk 
to bruſh the morning dews and pick the blooming 
flowers; but, in the later editions, to his loy'd A- 
manda. : | | | 


enn 
Nor is the e of our foot. 
Unbounded beauty to the boundleſs eye. : 
. 


Tis here that their delicious taſk th 3 
N 4 Boundleſs 
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10 Boundleſs eye” . ue conveys any meaning. © 
„ 

Its foul, its ſweetneſs, and its manna fuck. — 
The little chymiſt thus, all-moving Heaven / 
Has taught | 

know not whether the firſt of theſe si is pre- 
ſerable to that whieh ſupplies its place in the later 
editions ; the ſecond, however, is v judiciouſly 
left out. The reader is pleaſed to make the reflec- 
tion himſelf : the alteration in the ſubſequent lines 
kecame neceſſary, in conſequence of the alteration 1 in 
theſe, i LE 


; 4E. 522. 
The foreſt running 5 round, =- riſing ſpire. 


Along the bluſhing borders; dewy bel ght. 

[ muſt confeſs I am inclined to prefer 6:4 
bright,“ or, as it might perhaps be written ““ devs I 
jbright,” to. bright WII. de w.“ It bern a re, 

After line $29» the following appear an the earlier 


editions” 


Dew-bending cowſlips, and of nameleſs dies 
Anemonies, auriculas a tribe 
$ Peculiar powder d with a ſhining ſand, 
\Ranunculas, and iris many-hued. 
Neither the unnumbered dyes of the Polyanthus, 


” 


nor the iron-brown of the mene are chere 
ledrated, | . 

5 1 ＋ 38. e . n . 

"= Her gayeſt Vi — — 


Surely preferable to Her idle — the ex- 
preſſion" in the later editions. 
I. 540, in in the firft edition of Spaixd. 
-and while they break - 
On! the charm'd Blorift's 2 he OY ww | 
n 
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And neu- fluſh'd glories all ecſtatic marks, 
In the edition of 1730. 


he eurious ſtande, 
And new:flud's g glories all ecſtatic marks, 
Nor hyacintbs are wanting, nor junguils 

Of potent fragrance, nor narciſſus white, 

Nor ſtrip'd carnations, nor * pinks. 


L. 55 
Hail, mighty Being ! — Soul. 
L. 569. 131 
1 from the vegetable world 
To higher life, with equal win aſcend. 
The change adopted, in the later editions renders 
this paſſage more * e 
3529. 
Juſt as the ſpirit of love is ſent abroad. 
In the earlier editions, the Ang n lines oc- 
cur after; G wes i 
2 t la 604. 
'T houſands beſide, thick as the covering leaves 
They warble under, or the nitid hues | 
That fi ck them o'er, their modulations mix; 
wich, in the later editions, have been abridged 
into two. 
L. 61 1. t 
is love creates their e ee $ 
616. 
and in fluttering courtſhip pour 
"Their little ſouls before her. Wide around, 
Reſpectful, firſt in airy rings they rove. 

The expreſſions adopted in the later editions, i in 
reference to theſe, are certainly more correct; but 
am forry that it was found neceſſary to omit “ flut- 

« tering courtſhip.” That expreſſion is highly pic- 
tureſque and beautiful. 

Line 625 was, in the 4to, and ſeveral OE 

Werne ſueceeded by the followings : 


And 
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Ard throwing out the laſt efforts of love, 
- which WARES) wry is omitted. 


Reſolve to truſt their young. The clefted tre- 
There is ſomething beautifully pathetic, which re- 
commends the . now e in place of 
that here Tee: | 
5 R. 54. 142 „ 


hen for a calds fx id. — — 
LV 7@ 97 {£27 e 650. et ke eg 
But ry hürry thro” the buſy air. 43 
The = tay here. adopted, in the later editions, 
s, certainly more digniſied than hurry hurry:“ 
but perhaps rſtles hurry does not very happily ex- 
+ $ that. 3 eager 8 2 which the birds 
diſplay when engaged in t _— N ent 
G daing their neſts. : 5 
* . 8 F 
8 N intent. Oft ks the 3 1 
ere, in the later editions, one beautiful epithet 18 
acquired at the expence of another; our attention is 
called to the indifference with which the flocks and 
herds ſuffer the birds to ſupply themſelves with ma- 
terials for their neſts, by the epithet, carele/s but 
| the poet no longer hints to us, that the manner in 
which inſtindt directs the ſwallow to build i its hen, 
ing neſt appears gray 1 n 
«toon LIN $673 e 
Seize the new parents“ hearts. 
The paſſage beginning. verſe . which the 
: preceding account of the parental care of birds, and 
of their tenderneſs towards their young, is dignified 
by a compariſon with the feelin, s and conduct of 
Vrtuous, affectionate parents, who, when ſcantily 
ſupplied with the neteſſaries of life, defraud thei 
_ ad ey ie that they may ſoothe, with the little 
y have, the cries of their infant- children: 
T3 This 


222 C 


—— — 


4 7 8 0 R 
3 1 > i. — _—_ i 
. y * 1 „ * 
c 
— — W 


8 = 
n 
-_ — 


eee 


. 


rr 


& r 


„ VARIATIONS IN 


This beautiful paſſage, as it at preſent appears, is 
conſiderably different from, and conſiderably dy 
or to what it was in the earlier editions. 
So pitiful, and poor, = 

A gentle pair on providential Heaven 
Caſt, as they weeping eye their clamant train, 
Check their own a petites, and give them all. 

Still, however, t he ex refſion s Suſtain'd alone by 


6c providential Heaven, is loofe and incorrect, and 


requires even more indulgence 1 than we can well 


grant to the language of poetry. 
L. 684 ile 
Nor is * courage of the fearful kind, 
Nor is their cunning leſs, ſhould ſome rude foot 
Their woody haunts moleſt; ſtealthy aſide, 
Into the centre of a neighbouring buſh 
They drop, and whirring thence alarm'd, deceive 
The 1 rambli ing ſchool- boy. — 
The alteration introduced into the later editions 
ſeems an 1 nh 


| | 97 
The heath-hen flutters, as if kurt, to nd. 


L. 705. 


Nor is that luſcious wildneſs in their notes 
That warbles from the beech. Oh then deſiſt, 


Ye friends of harmony! this barbarous art 
Forbear, if innocence and muſick can 
Win on your OY or piety. perſuade. 


L. 722. 


| Sad-ſitting. - 1 —— 82 

: L. 7 49- | 

Rouz'd into life cd action, in the void 

Th! exoner'd parents ſee their ſoaring race. 
Light in air,” gives a fine image: © in the 

void,“ is rather obſcure and unpoetical. 1 


The ſeries of lines ſucceeding verſe 751 are at pre 
; 8 e 
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ſent different from what the paſſage was in the ear- 
lier editions; and contain ſeveral noble images with 
which the poem was not then adorned. Here fol- 
low the verſes in the earlier editions: 
High from the ſummit of a craggy cliff, 
Hung o'er the green ſea, grudging at its baſe, 
The royal eagle draws his young, reſolv'd 
To try them at the ſun. Strong-pounc'd, and bright 
s burniſn'd day, they up the blue ſky wind, 
caving dull fig t below, and with fixt gaze 
Drink in their native noon: the father-king 
Claps his glad pinions, 0 3 the birth. 
And ſhould I wander to 5 1 ſeat, | 
Whoſe aged oaks, and venerable gloom, 
Invite the noiſy rook ; with pleaſure there. 


790. 
The bull, deep-ſcorcht, receives the raging fire. 


I. 797 
For, wrapt in mad imaginations he. he 
Roars for A ficht —— 
1 

While the fair heifer, redolent, i in view. 

« -Balmy breathing, prefents to the mind: 4 
much finer and more iſtinct idea than * redolent. 

In the earlier editions, the following lines u 
which are abridged i in the later em K 

„ ion ͤ ͤ 

How the red A her whelps forgot... Fa. 
_ the thoughtleſs fury of VE heart ; 
The lank rapacious wolf; th' unſhape 
The ſpotted tyger, felleſt of the fell ; 
And all the terrors of the Lybian ſwain, 
By this new flame their native wrath ſublim'd, 
| Roam the reſounding waſte in fiercer bands, 
And growl their hands loyes. 


L. 835 | 
Theirllittle fblicks play: Aud now > the x race. 
L. 845 5 
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| L, 845, 
8 Wiufrious watch, the wonder of a world! ! 
: {L880 © 
What i is this mighty breath, ye curious, ay, 
Which, in a * E felt than heard. 
L. 855. | 
Is this coraplex, amazing here of things. 
In the earlier editions, the following paſſage oc- 
curs after verſe 857, celebrating the power of God, 
and the various means by which he diſplays it to the 
inhabitants of the earth. But as that pious paſſage 
ſeemedito be rather abruptly introduced, part of it 
has been very properly omitted in the later editions: 
His grandeur in the heavens : the fun, and moon, 
Whether that fires the day, or falling, this 
Fours out a lueid ſoftneſs ober the night, . 
5 but a beam from him. The glittering ſtars, 
By the Up ear of meditation heard, 
still in their mid-night witches ſing of him. 
He nods a calm. The tempeſt blows his Wrath, 
Roots up the foreſt; and oꝰerturns the main. 
The thunder is his voiee; and the red flaſn 
His ſpeedy ſword of juſtice.” At his touch 
The mountains flame. He takes the ſolid earth, 
And rocks the natio Nor in theſe alone, 
Amn every common in ance God is ſeen; 
And to the mitinz'whs eats his mental e 
Abroad, unnotic'd- wonders riſe, But e je 
In thee, boon? Spring, and in ty; ſofter ſcenes, 
The ſmiling God appears: while water, earth, 
And air atteſt his bounty, which inftitls ' | 
Into the brutes this temporary thought, 
And annual melts their undefi igning hearts 
Profulely thus i in 1 and joy. 
68. 
Can he forbezr to rte With tte? Can 
The formy pziſions ir in his boſom roll, i 1 


*. I * — a> 
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Of all ke works, creative Bounty, moſt, 
Divinely buriis.. —— 8 


And eaſy of approach. — — 
Deſcend, in buxom plenty o'er r the world ; 
And the ſun ſpreads his genial blaze for you. 


After line goo, in the earlier editions the follows. 
ing ſeries'of lines celebrated Harmony, as the power 
inlpiring that delight which glows over the face of 
nature, when re· animated by the genial return of 
Spring: 

Tig Harmony, that world. attuning power, 

By which all beings art adjuſted, each 

To all around, impelling, and impell'd, 

lu endleſs circulation, t at inſpires 

This univerſal ſinile. Thus the glad flies 

The wide-rejoicin earth, the woods, the Weis, 5 
With every Life they hold, down to the flower 
That paints the towly vale, or inſect wing 

Wav'd o'er the ſhepherd's $ ſlumber, touch the mind 
To nature tun'd, with a lię t-flying hand, 

Inviſible ; quick-urging, thro” the nerves, 

The glittering ſpirits in à flood of day. 

But theſe have ſince been left out, to make room 
for thoſe fine verſes in which the Poet celebrates his 
friend and patron "Ki ATE, nor has the poem 
tered by . loſs. 


OA 500 and a 
lofiead of theſe, we find in the firſt 1 2 
lence from the virgin's cheek, a freſher bloom. 
L. 972. 
— — The pleading eye, 
I meek ſubmiſſion dreſt, deject, and low, 


: 


But 
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But full of n guile. Let not tbe tongue, 
L. 1oo r. 
But abſent; 8 pange arous d. a; 
105 8. 
Juſt as he, eredulous, his dexter: 

After line 1066, in the earlier editions we meet 
with the following line? 

Wild as a Bacchanal ſhe ſpreads her arms, 

But ftrives in vain, borne by th? eee flood 
To diſtance down, he rides the ridgy wave, 

Or whelm'd beneath. the boiling eddy finks. : 
Then @ weak, wailing, lamentable cry 

Is heard, and all in tears he wakes, again 

To tread the cirele of revolving woe. 

The image is now more correct, but leſs lively and 

affecting than as it bas at firſt repreſented. 
L. $093. -:. 
With fervent e and conſuming pine. 
L. 115 — 1 ; 
To breathe th? inf] iring ſpirit and to plant. 

In the earlier, e. we. meet WI ne follow- 
ing lines: . | | 
| After line 115 7. 

Obedient OW: and approving Heaven. 

Theſe are the bleſſings aÞ diviner love; | 
which have been. afterwards left out to make room 
for the five 8 lines: by which their {Place © is now 
filled up. p N 21 . 4 
Line. 11 112... 5 

With many 3 Os of recolleGigd Ta” 
does not appear in the firft edition, 

The. two concluding lines of the poem have alſo 
been nnen Gare 1 ee of the earlier edi · 
tions. 5 25 : 
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bow the firſt edition of Summer, publiſhed ſeparately, 
* 1. - 

From ſouthern climes, where unremitting day 

Burns over head, illuſtrious Summer comes, 


In the quarto ſubſcription copy, theſe, lines are 


changed into a 
From yonder fields of zther fair diſclos d, 
Child of the fun! illuſtrious Summer comes; 

which, in the later editions, has 1 9 another 

alteration. ts. 
21. 


And thod, the-muſe's honour ! and _ friend. 
The addrefs to Mr Doddington, beginning here 


and ending * line 31, De e Ags wat: in the firſt. 


edition. 7 
Win what a perfect, Leg een power. 


That oft has fwep t the do race of men, 

And all their labour d monuments away, 
Unreſting, changeleſs, matchleſs, in their courſe; 
To night and day, with the delightful round _ 
Of ſeaſons, faithful; not eccentric once: 
$0 AS and perfect is the vaſt machine. 

y the variation made in this ſeries of lines in the 
later editions, new preciſion, dignity, and e 
haye been communicated to them. . 
| Line 48, 1 in the firſt edition, 
| « Mildly elucent in the ftreaky Eaſt.” 


but it remains at 3 as it appeared in the ato. a 


of 1730. he 49 line, 
Till far o'er æther ſhoots the trembling 1 


4s TRE in the firſt edition. The change and ad- 
dition, 
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dition, here introduced in the quarto edition, which 
are farther improved as they at preſent appear, ren- 
der the paſſage more particularly, and conſequent] 
more beautifully deſcriptive of the manner in which 
the ſky is gradually illuminated at the return of day. 
Line 58, in the firſt edition, 
And from the bladed field, th' unhunted hare. 
- Fearful, the epithet adopted in the quarto ſuh- 
ſcription, and in the later editions, is more expreſ- 
five of the cauſe which moves the hare, on the ap. 
proach of morn, to leave the bladed field, and limp 
aukwardly away. + Ma ff [5 
; | be 5 68, 


And, ſtarting from the bed of ſloth, enjoy. 
Springing, the word now adopted here, alludes to 
the vigorous activity with which the action of pet- 
ting 4 is performed; while farting rather inſinu- 
ates, that he who gets up is rouſed by ſame ſudden 
impulſe, or unexpected accident: and therefore 
ringing better expreſſes the idea which the Poet 
ems-to have wiſhed — communicate. | 
| « 84. 
Tipt with ætherial gold. — | 
1 muſt on I think the rejected expreſſion more 
poetical than that SOT in its room. 
| | 94. ; 
_ — — And — red ſun, 
In whoſe wide circle worlds of radiance lie, 
Exhauſtleſs brightneſs, may I ſing of thee ! | 
The lines which here ſtand in the later editions 
are more dignified, more perſpicuous, and not leſs 
etical than theſe which before ſupplied their room. 
d ſun, is low and vulgar. 
Alter line 96, the firſt edition and the quarto of 
1730 have the following paſſage, which has ſince 
been excluded: - : 


Who would the bleſſings, firſt and laſt, cn” © f 


- 


That in a full effuſion from thee flow, 
As ſoon might number at the _ of noon, 
The rays that radiate from thy cloudleſs ſphere, 
A univerſal glory darting round. 
Though theſe lines are not without their beauties, 
et as they ſeem not quite neceſſary in the beginning 
of the Hymn to che Sun, after the modeſt exordium, 
6 8 ſing of thee,” they are not injudicioufly 
omitte n „ne ein 0 Enn i M 1379705 


BETS 370, 7 l Loo. - | 5 | ee 
Ot low: pacꝰd Saturn, to the ſearce-ſeen diſk 
Of Mercury, loſt in exceſſive blaze. 2304 
In the account of Mercury, which theſe lines, in 
the later editions, afford, the circumſtance of his near- 
neſs to the Sun is much more diſtinctly marked 
cut by the difficulty which even the curious eye of 
the philoſopher finds in diſcerning it, than when, 
in the former editions, it Was only ſaid to be ſearee 
ten as being et in exeeſſive blaze. But the epithet 
ſow-pac'd, alluding to the tedious period which the 
planet Saturn takes up in aceompliſhing his revolu- 
tion round his orbit, is certainly more poetical than 
not, which now ſupplies its place, and which on- 
| ly marks the Ration which Saturn occupies in the 
JH 105. e gen v4 
Without whoſe vital, and effectual glance, 
They'd be but brute, uncomfortable maſs. 
7 e 


fs 


— —-„—- rom who rich-ſtin'd rays, 
| Refleted various, various eolours riſe: 
'The freſhening .mantle of the youthful year ; 
The wild embraidery of the watry vale ; 5 5 
With all that chears the ſenſe, and charms the heart. 
| The branching grove thy luſty product ſtands, 
Diffus'd, and deep, to quench the ſummer noon ; 
And crowd a. ade for the retreating , wain, 
When on his ruſſet _ you look direct. 


Fruit 


— — : 
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| Fruit is thy bounty too, with juice replete, 


1 Acid, or mild; and from thy ray receives , 7 
„ A flavour pleaſing to the taſte of man. « the 
' F418 By thee concocted bluſhes; and by thee 2 
„ Fully matur'd, into: Adant be: Thy n 
73998 Of induſtry, the mellow plenty falls. ed 
21388 | Extenſive harveſts wave at Gy command, Woul 
Hl | And the bright ear, conſolidate by thee, The c 
„ 4 | Bends unwithelding to the reaper's hand. _. The 
W | Even Winter ſpeaks thy er; whoſe every blaſt, Wd th 
3 Oi''ercaſt with tempeſt, or ſeverely ſharp 1 the pla 
1 With breathing froſt, is eloquent of thee, 1 2 
—_ . And —— Fr: 5 for thy vernal gleams. Fierce 
- Shot to the bowels of the teeming earth, 
The ripening ore confeſſes all thy power. And t 
Henee labour draws his tools ; hence waving war By tha 
Flames on the day; hence buſy commerce binds The 
'The round of nations in a golden chain ; ed ſcer 
And hence the ſculptur'd palace, ſny.ptuous, ſhines pear n 
With glittering ſilver, and refulgent gold. 
This ſeries of lines have been very judiciouſy Weepi 
omitted to make room for thofe nobler and more 
poetical ones which now ſupply their room; yet Imuſt They 
confeſs, the groupe who are repreſented as dancing W Boot 
around the car of Phœbus do not appear to me to Wlfrent | 
be very happily brought together. the tw 
1 „ 2 T Ove nind. 
Shines proudly on the boſoms of the fair. 

This line has been diſcarded to make room for xy 
thought which, to me, appears. too glittering and lack, 
puerile to be worthy * the genius of Thomſon. Of por 

| dr „148. 5 N 

A bleeding radiance, grateful to the view. tre ſna 
Bleeding radiance is certainly no very correct ex- often 
preſſion. ET Lops ve Delight 

| L. 169. I can 


RefleQts, from every fluctuating wave, 


— 


Fluch t 
A glance Wl - 


SUMMER. 231 


glance extenfive as the day. 


more diſtin image is exhibited in theſe lines 


x they ſtand in the m editions. 

n 4 +4 © 3 2. 1 9 4 5 

Thy matchleſs works in each exalted line, 

And all the full harmonic univerſe, ' 

Would vocal, or expreſſive, thee atteſt, - 

The cauſe, the glory, and the end of all. | 
The depth of ſolitary woods, by human foot untrod, 


„nd the guzre celeſtial, render the lines which ſupply 


the place of theſe in the later editions preferable. 

TIES JJ ob; 2 <7 7 

Fierce flaming up the h 
og 4 2 | Ti 209. | + 3 4 

And tyrant heat, diſpreading thro' the fky, 

I ſharp degrees, his burning influence rains. 


The lines, deſcribing ſo beautifully the ſequeſter - 
ad ſcenes which coolneſs chuſes for his retreat, ap- 


var not in the earlier editions. 


71777 
Weeping all night. — | 


They bootleſs map. - 


ww wy ow OF % 


rent carcumſtance-: but farting is the happier of 


mind, 


| * Pay . ET 
green, ſpeckled, yellow, grey, | 
Back, azure, brown, more than the affiſted eye. 
Of poring Virtuoſo can diſcern. Rake, 
Tarr ornate Noonan | 
are ſnatch'd immediate by the ſpringing trout, 
Otten beguiPd. Some thro” the green-wood glade 
Delight to ſtray. e 


Which the ſalmon ſnatches his inſect- prey could not 
= | Uz be 


* 18. 


vens, the piercing ſun. ki 


Bootleſs and Parting, each of them expreſſes a dif- 


ſite two, as preſenting a more diſtin image to the 


cannot help lamenting, that the activity witk 
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be celebrated without accaſioning that. the beautiful! 1 
line which follows ſhould give place to a wart: T 


In the earlier editions, the Rang lines appear, { 
beginning from the middle of line 258, which have 1 
ſince been omitted. i 6 1 
Hut careful ſtil! ; 1 
To ſhun the mazes of the ſounding bee, Ani 
As over the blooms he ſweeps — . * 
Perhaps the poet afterwards diſcovered, that the F 
bee was not inimical to the race of flies, or that they 5 
were not ſa very careful to avoid bim. * 
After line 286, a paſſage which appeared not in * 

the earlier, is introduced in the later, editions, cele- . 
brating the immenſity of animated nature; nearly Wl 
the ſame with that which we have taken notice of WI ©? 
on this topic, as omitted in the later, though poſ- 11 

ſeſſing a place in the earlier editions of Spring; and " 
indeed it ſeems to be * judiciouſly placed here. hee 
Thus on the concave of a ſounding dome, — 
- On ſwelling columns heav'd, the pride of art! Arar 
Wanders a critic fly; his feeble ray * Fu 
Extends an inch around, yet ads bold. " 
He dares: diſlike the ſtructure of the whole. 4 
The firſt of theſe lines is evidently ſuperior to that gf t 
—"ſince adopted in its room: Wanders a critic f, WW - 
has alſo a fine effect. | P 
33 : L. 337. 2 Shoc 
Recoiling giddy thought : or with ſharp glance, O'er 
Such as remotely-wafting ſpirits uſe, | Can 


Beheld the glories of the little world. 1 
The — of theſe lines abridges the paſſige 1 
without dropping any of the ideas; for they ſcem to 
contain only an abſcure amplification of che thought Ang 
expreſſed in the verſes immediately preceding. N 
5 L. 344. ; 
The quivering kingdoms ſport ; with emen — 


at 
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Till Winter ſweeps them from the face of day. - 
| eee Bb $US „ 
A ſeaſon's glitter! In ſoſt-circling robes, 
Which the hard hand of Induſtry has wrought, 
The human inſects glow ; by hunger fed, 
And chear'd by toiling thirſt, they roll about 
From toy to trifle, vanity to vice. | 
By the change. here introduced, and the entire o- 
miſſion of molt of theſe lines, ſome thoughts are loſt, 
but the paſſage acquires'more conciſeneſs and dig- 
nity. * | | Fo SAILS 
The paſſage between line 351 and 271, which 
paints in ſo lively a manner a groupe of labourers 
employed in hay- making, is wanting in the / edi- 
tion of Summer, but appears in the 4to of 1730; 
and the paſſage which ſucceeds from line 370 to 
line 432, (deſcriptive of the waſhing and ſhearing of 
ſheep, and concluding with ſome lines in which the 
cultivation and manufacture of the ſtaple article of 
wool is celebrated as the ſource of all the opulence, 
firength, and glory of Britain) appears not in any e- 
dition of the poem fo early as 1738. e 
But as both theſe paſſages are highly elegant and 
beautiful, and, beſides, appear neceſſary in the plan 
af the poem, it has therefore been conſiderably 
improved by their inſertion. 
Shoots thro' th' expanding air a torrid gleam. 
Cer heaven and earth, far as the darted eye 15 
ban pierce, a dazzling deluge reigns.— 


* n 5 
\ Down to the duſty earth the ſight, o'erpower' d, 


Stoops for relief; but thence aſcending ſtreams, 
And keen reflection pain. Burnt to the heart 

Are the refreſhleſs fields; their arid hu& — 
Adds a new fever to the ſickening ſoul: ä 
Aud o'er their Nippery ſurface 'wary treads ' © 
7 1 U 3 The 
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The foot of thirſty pilgrim, often dipt 
In a croſs rill, prefenting to his wiſh. 
A living draught: he feels before he drinks! 
Echo no more returns the ſandy ſound 
Of ſharpening ſcythe. —y— | 

After line 457, the following lines appear in the 
— editions, which, in the later, have been omit- 
ted: i LITE: 
Who can endure ! The too reſplendent ſcene 
Already darkens on the dizzy fight, 
And double objects dance; unreal ſounds 
Sing deep around; a weight of ſultry dew 
Hangs deathful on the limbs; ſhiver the nerves; 
The ſupple ſinews ſink ; and on the heart, 
Miſgiving, horror lays his heavy hand. 


Perhaps they repreſented the diſtreſs felt under the 


fultry heat of Summer, in colours ridiculouſly aggra- 
vated. The four verſes ſucceeding line 475 ſeem to 
refer to ſome correſponding verſes in the omitted 
deſcription. of a- perſon overpowered and fainting: 
under the ſultry heat of noon. | The eyes which be- 
fore faw objects double, the ears in which unreal 
ſounds ſung deep, the ſupple, ſinking finews, the 
limbs dropping with deathful dew, and the heart op- 
preſſed with the heavy hand of horror; are now, by 
the happy influence of the cool ſhade, ſo much relieved 
and revived, that the heart beats glad, the eye is freſh 
expanded, the ears reſume their watch, the ſinews knit, 
and life ſhoots ſwift through every lightened limb. 
Though the former of theſe deſcriptions be omits 
ted, the later ſtill retains its propriety and beauty: 
but it ſeemed worth while to trace the alluſion which 
the one bears to the other. 
| : e.. 
All in th? adjoining brook, that ſhrills along. 


5 . 518. 
That, high embowering in the middle air. 


L. 521. 


S. K 4 


=. 
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D a L. Fa. | 
And all is awful, ſilent 1e around. 
| 4:5 11256; he 50s GEL 
« And frequent at the 3 5 waſte of night, 
4 Or all day long, in deſarts ſtill, are heard, 
« Now. here, now there, now:-wheeling in mid - ſſky, 
« Around, or underneath, aerial ſounds, 


, « Sent from angelic harps, and voices join'd. 


« A happineſs beſtowed by us alone.“ 
Theſe lines, noble as they are, yet are inferior to 
thoſe which have been adopted in their room, —The 
verſes in praiſe of Miſs Stanley, ſucceeding line 563, 
were not inſerted till after the death of . 
ear 1738.— The deſcription of a water - fall ſucceed- 
ing line 589, and extending to line 607, is fo conſi- 
derably different from the manner in which it ap- 
peared, in the; earlier editions, that. we ſhall inſert the 
* ef correſponding lines from the quarto 
— AAA 1 
Smooth to the ſhaggy brink a ſpreading flood 
Rolls fair, and placick : till collected all, 
In one big glut, as ſinks the ſhelving ground, 
Th' impetuous torrent, tumbling down the ſteep, 


Thunders, and ſhakes th” aſtoniſh'd country round“ 


Now: a blue watry ſheet ; anon diſpers'd, 
A hoary-miſt ; then gather'd in again, 
Adarted ſtream aſlant the hollow rock, 


This way, and that tormented; daſhing thick, 


From ſteep, to Keep, with wild, infracted courſe, 


And reſtleſs roaring to the humble vale. 


Both of theſe are ſo juſt and elegant, that we ſhould 
be at a loſs which to prefer, were not that in the 


later editions at once more particular, and no leſs 


digniſied than the other. 6 

Immediately, after this deſcription in the earlier 
ednions, the Hine invited his reader to turn his eye 
from the daſhing cataract to a proſpe of the main, 
0 appearing 


ady in the 
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appearing through an opening viſta, in the Wood. 
But the lines in which ha | profpedt 1s mentioned, 
though highly beautiful, have been fince omitted, 
They fab ere “ 

With the rough proſpect tir'd, I turn my gaze, 
Where, in long viſta, the ſoft-murmuring main 
Darts a green luſtre, trembling thro? the trees ; 

Or 10 yon filver- ſtreaming threads of light, 

A ſhowery radiance, VO thro” the boughs, 
COMO NT 727. 1. Rey, CH ef 
With upward pinions thro? th? attractive gleam, 
The remaining part of Summer has undergone 


ſuch conſiderable alterations; that it will be neceſſary 


to inſert here, from the quarto edition of 1730, ſeve- 
ral paſſages entire. The reader will obſerve, that the 
diſpoſition of the parts has likewife been changed; 
the argument, or table of contents, in the quarto 
edition ſtanding ffrus:::?!!?:!: ho I 
«© The ſubject propoſed. Invocation. Addreſs to 
«& Mr Dodington. An introductory reflection on 

& the motion of the heavenly bodies; whence the 

& ſucceſſions of the Seaſons. As the face of na- 
& ture in this ſeaſon is almoſt uniform, the pro- 
% preſs of the poem is a deſcription of a fummer's 
« Gay. Morning. A view of the fun riſing. 
« Hymn to the fun. Forenoon. Rural proſpects. 
„„ Summer inſects deſcribed. Nobn-day. A wood- 
land retreat. A groupe of flocks and herds, 
A ſolemn grove. How it affects # contempla- 
e tive mind. Tranſition to the proſpect of a rich 
„ welkcultvated'” country; which introduces a 
= — on Great Britain. A digreſſion on 
oreign ſummers. Storm of thunder and light- 

% ning. A tale. The ſtorm over; a ſerene af- 
„ ternoon. Bathing. ' Sun ſet. Evening. The 
„hole concluding with the praife of Philoſo- 


= * &+ - E * * F<. 
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L. 629 | 

And . à various progs lies around! 
Of hills, and vales, and woods, andlawns, and ſpires, 
And towns betwixt, and gilded ſtreams; till all 
The ſtretching landſłip into ſmoke decay 8. 

Happy Britannia! where the Queen o ar, 
Inſpiring vigour, Liberty abroad 
Walks thro the had of) heroes, unconfin'd; 

And ſcatters plenty with unſparing Au- 
Rich is thy ſoil. — r——— 

The panegyric on Great Britain. in the quarts of - 
1730 is nearty-the {ame as it appears now, but. che 
latter part of it ſtands thus in th u leparats 
edition of Summer: 

After L. 1477. 
Hence may'ft thou boaſt a Bacon, and a More: 
Nor ceale to vie them with the nobleft names 
Of antient, times, or patriot, or ſage. 
And for the ſtrength, and elegance of truth, 
A Barrow, and a Ti/latfon are thine: | 
A Locke, inſpective into human minds, 
And all 2b” unnotie d ayorld that paſtes there. 
Nor be thy Baule forgot; Who, while he liv'd, 
Seraphic, fought the Eternal thro! his werks, 
By f re experience led; and, when he dy'd, 
Still bid his Bounty argue for his God, | 
Worthy of riches he - But what needs more 
Let comprehenſive Newton ſpeak thy fame, 
In all philoſophy, For ſolemn ſong 
Is not wild Sale beare nature 's. boaſt; and thine ! 2 
And every greatly amiable m¹ẽꝭꝗ - 
Of elder ages in thy Milton met! 5 
His was the treaſure of two thouſand: years, 
Seldom indulg'd to man, a God- like mind, 
Unlimited, and various, as his theme; 
Aſtoniſhing: as Chaos; as the bloom 
Of 1 Eaten fair;;. ſoft as the * 


22 


A multitude of- beauteous creatures play, + 
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Of our grand parents, and as heaven ſublime. 
And ſhould I northward turn my filial eye. 
Beyond the Taveed, pure parent-ftream !'to where 

The hyperborean ocean, furious, foams 

O'er Orca, or Betubium*s higheſt peak, ' 

Rapt, I might ſing thy Caledonian Tons, 

A gallant, warlike, unſubmitting race! 

Nor leſs in learning vers'd, ſoon as he took 

Before the Gothic rage his weſtern flight; 

Wile in the council, at the banquet gay: 

The pride of honour burning in their breaſts, 

And glory; not to their own realms confin'd, 

But into foreign countries ſhooting far, 

As over Europe burſt the boreal morn, © 

May my ſong ſoften 
mY L. 1619. | | 
Thus far tranſported by my country's love, 

Nobly digreſſive from my theme, I've aim*d- 

To ſing her praiſes'in ambitious verſe; 

While, ſlightly to recount, I ſimply mean, 

The various fenen hoeyark: which infeſt 

Kingdoms that ſcorch below ſeverer ſuns : 
Kingdoms on which, direct, the flood of day 

Oppreſſive falls, and gives the gloomy hue, | 

And feature groſs z or worſe, to ruthleſs deeds, 

Wan jealouſy, red rage, and fell revenge, 

Their haſty ſpirit prompts. IIl-fated race! 

Altho' the treaſures of the ſun be theirs, 

Rocks rich in gems, and mountains big with mines; 

Whence, over ſands of gold, the Niger rolls 

His amber wave; while on the balmy banks, 

Or in the ſpicy Abyſſmian vales, ES 

The citron, orange, and pomegranate, drink 

Intolerable day, yet in their coats | 

A cooling juice: contain. Peaceful beneath, 

Leans the huge elephant; and in his ſhade 


And 
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And birds of bolder note rejoice, around. 

oft amid their aromatic grov ess, 
Touch'd by the torch of noon, the gummy bark, 
Smouldering, begins, to roll the duſky Weh. | 
Inſtant, ſo * the ruddy ruin ſpreads, 
4 cloud of incenſe ſhadows all the land; 
And, oer a thouſand thundering trees at once, 
Riots with lawleſs rage the running blaze: 
But clyedly ſhould fomenting winds aſſiſt, a 
And doubling blend the circulating waves 
Of flame tempe ſtuous; or directly on, 


Far-ſtreaming; driven them thro? the NOI 122 f 


But other views await; where heaven above 
Glows like an arch af braſs; and all below, 
The brown-burnt earth a maſs of iron lies; 
Of fruits, and flowers, and every verdure ſpoilt.; | 
Barren, and bare, a jgyleſe, weary waſte; 
Thin-cottag'd; and in time of tryin need, 
5 andon'd by the vaniſh'd brook; like one 

f fading fortune by his treacherous friend. 

Such are thy horrid deſarts, Barca; ln, 
Zaara, thy hot inhoſpitable ſandss . 
Continuous riſing often with the blaſt, , ee e 
Till the ſun ſees no more; and unknit earth, 
Shook by the ſouth into the darken'd air, 
Falls in new hilly kingdoms oer the waſte. . ... © 

Hence late expos'd. * if diſtant fame ſays ue). 
A ſmother'd city 4 has the ſandy wave 
Emergent rofe.; with olive-fields around, 
Freſh woods, reclining herds, and filent flocks, _ 
Amuſing all, and incorrupted ſeen. 
For by the nitrous penetrating ſalts, a 

Mix'd copious with.the ſand, pierc d, and preſerv'd, 

Bach object hardens gradually into ſtone, 6 
Its poſture fixes, and its colour keeps. wh 
The ſtatue-folk, within, unnumber'd crowd, _ _ , 
The ſtreets, in various attitudes ſurpris'd 
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ſudden fate, und live on every face pe 
3% paſſions caught, beyond the ſeulptor's art, 
Here leaning ſoft, the marble- lovers ſtand, 
Delighted even in death ; and each for each 
Feeling alone, with that expreſſive look, 
Which perfect nature pint eg ods to give. 


And there the father agon bends 

3 o'er” bis weeping wife, 220 infant train 
Aghaſt, and wer 

The ſtiſſen'd vulga 

With horror — cg while 3 in council deep 

Aſſembled full, the hoary- headed 1 

Sit ſadly-· thou -htful of the public fate. 

s when old Rome, beneath the raging Gaul, 
Sunk her proud turrets, reſolute on death, 
Around the Forum ſat the grey divan 
Of Senators, majeſtic, motidnleſs, ph 
With rvory+ftayes, and in'their awfiirebes 
Dreſs'd hike the falling fathers of mankind ; 
Amaz'd, and ſnivering from the ſolemn fight - 


The red barbarians fhrimk, and deem'd them gods. 


»Tis here that thirſt has fix d his dry domain; 
And walks his wide, malignant round, in ſearch 
Of pilgrim loſt; or on the merchant's tomb 
Triumphant ſits, who for a fingle cruiſe | | 
Of unavailing water paid fo dear 
Nor could the gold his hard àffociate ſave. 


Here the green ſerpent gathers up his train, 8 


In orbs immenſe; then d out ane w, 


Progrefſive, ratties through the wither id brake; 
An „ lolling frightful, guards the' feanty fount, 


8 defart of Araban art two tombs with inſerid- 
tions on them, importing that the perſons there interr'd were 
& rich merchant, and a Te carrier, who both died of thitſt; 
and that the former ha given to the Jatter ten rhonſand 2 
6 for one cruiſe of water. - 


tho“ they know not why, 
retch Wen arms to heaven, 


If 
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f fount 8 be: or of diminiſh'd ban 1 1 
But mighty miſehief, on th' unguarded ſwain BY 
Steals full of rancour. Here the favage race | 3, 
Roam, licens'd by the ſhading hour of blood, | | 1 
And foul miſdeed, when the pure day has ſhut l 
His ſacred eye. The rapid tyger then, | 1 
The fiery panther, and the whiſſcer d pard, BRI 
( Beſpeckled fait, the beauty of the waſte) | So” 1 
n dire divan, ſurround their ſhaggy king. | f l 
Majeſtic, ſtalking o'er the burning fand, | 1 
With planted ſtep; while an obſequions crowd 41 
Of grinning forms at humble diſtance wait. F "UB 


Theſe all | together join'd from darkſome caves, - 
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Where oꝰen gnaw?d-bones they flumber'd out the day, 11 
By ſupreme hunger ſmit, and thirſt intenſe, 4 
At once their mingling voices raiſe to Heaven: 1 
And, with imperious and ræpeated roars, 1 
Demanding bod, the wilderneſs reſaunds 1 
From Atlas eaſtward to the 9 — Miles ' TT. 1455 
Unhappy —— — —— ets W's 
And haugbey Cafar, 105 aur. i, Wb 
And fawging take the bleſſings once her on. # "Fi 
+ MY L. 9 59. * D431 4 ods | * "4 Phi 
What Wie 1 mention t of nolement ſkies, +} pe 
Where frequent, o er t fickening- eity, Plague, / r e 
The fierceſt ſon of Nemeſis divine * 1 


Collects a'cloſe, incumbent. night of death; 
Uninterrupted by the living winds, 
Forbid to xs a wholeſome breeze; and tand 
With many a mixture, by the ſun luifus'd,. 
Of; Dope hes bach Princely Wiſdom then 
Heels watchiul eye; and from the cal NY 
Of drooping juſtice, ine fſectual, falls 317 
The Fong, and balance. Mate the voice of 0 oy; 
Aud d huſh'd the murmur of the buſy world, | 
X Empe 
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Empty the ſtreets, with uncouth verdure clad, 
And rang'd at open noon by beaſts of prey, 
And birds of bloody beak. The fullen door 
No viſit knows, nor hears the wailing voice 
Of fervent want. Even ſoul- attracted friends, 
And relatives endear'd for many a year, 
Savag'd by woe, forget the ſocial tye, 

The cloſe engagement of the kindred heart; 
And, ſick in ſolitude, ſucceſſive die, 


VUntended, and: unmourn'd. While to compleat 


The ſcene of deſolation, wide around. 
Denying all retreat, the grim guards ſtand, 
And give the flying wretch a better death. 

Much of the force of foreign Summers ſtill, 
Of growling-hills that ſhoot the pillar'd flame, 
Of earthquake, and pale famine, could I ſing; 
But equal ſcenes of horror call me home. 

For now, flow-ſettling, o'er the lurid grove, 
Unuſual darkneſs broods ; and growing gains | 
The broad poſſeſſion of the ſky, ſurcharg'd 
With wrathful vapour, from the damp abrupt, 
Where ſleep the mineral generations, drawn. 
Thence nitre, ſulphur, vitriol, on the day 
Steam, and fermenting in yon baleful cloud, 
Extenſive o'er the world, a reddening gloom ! 
In dreadful promptitude to Fring await 
The high command. A boding ſilence reigns 


Dread thro? the dun expanſe, ſave the dull found, 


That from the mountain, previous to the ſtorm, 


Rolls o'er the trembling earth, diſturbs the flood, 


And ſtirs the foreſt leaf without a breath. 
Prone, to the loweſt vale, th' aerial tribes - 
Deſcend z the eee ae ſcarce 
Dares wing the dubious duſ. In rueful gaze 


- 


The cattle ſtand, and on the ſcouling heayens 


Caſt a * eye; by man forſook, 
Who to the crowded cottage hies him faſt, 


” 
* 
- * 


Or 
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Or ſeeks the ſhelter of the downward cave. 
'Tis dumb amaze, and liſtening terror all; 
When to the quicker eye the livid glance 
Appears far ſouth, emiſſive thro? the cloud; 
And, by the powerful-breath of God inflate, 
The thunder raiſes his tremendous voice; 
At firſt low-muttering ; but at each approach, 
The lightnings flaſh a larger curve, and more N 
The noiſe aſtounds: till over head a ſheet | 
Of various flame diſcloſes wide, then ſhuts. 
And opens wider, ſhuts and opens ſtill 
Ex SK wrapping ether in a blaze. 
Follows the loolen'd, aggravated roar, 
Enlarging, deepening, mingling, pea] on peal 
; Cruſh*d horrible, convulſing heaven and earth. 
Down comes the deluge of ſonorous hail, 
In the white, heavenly magazines congeal'd; 
And often fatal to th* unſhelter'd head 
Of man, or rougher beaſt. . Wide-rent, the clouds 
Pour a whole flood ;:and yet its rage unquench'd, 
Th* inconquerable lightning ſtruggles thro?, 
Ragged, and fierce, or in red whirling balls, 
And ſtrikes the ſhepherd, as-he ſhuddering ſits, 
Preſaging ruin, mid the rocky clift. 
His inmoſt marrow feels the gliding flame; 
He dies: and, like a ſtatue grim'd with age, 
lis live · dejected poſture ſtill remains; f 
His ruſſet fing'd, and rent his hanging hat; 
Againſt his crook his ſooty cheek reclin'd: 
While, whining at his feet, his half- ſtun'd dog, 
Importunately kind, and fearful, pats I 
On his inſenſate maſter for relief 
Black from the ſtroak, above, the mountain pine, 
Aleaning ſhatter'd trunk, ſtands ſcath'd to heaven, 
The talk of future ages; and, below, | 
A lifeleſs groupe the blaſted cattle lie: 
Here the ft flocks, with that ſame harmleſs look 
, X 2 They 
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They wore alive, and ruminating fill, | | 
In fancy's eye; and there the frowning bull, AL 
And ox half-rais d. A little farther, burns 
The guilticſs cottage ; and the haughty dome 
Stoops to the baſe, In one immedlate flaſh, 

The foreſt falls or, flaming out, difplays 

The ſavage-haunts, unpierc'd by day before. | 
Scar'd is the mountain's brow; and from the cliff 
Tumbles the mitten rock. Tbe deſart ſhakes, 

And gleams, and grumbles, thro' his deepeſt dens. 

Guilty dubious hears.kükw —2 | 
After line 1168, the following paſſage occurs in 
the original ſeparate edition of Summer: 
Now ſwells the triumph of the virtuous man; 

And this outrageous, elemental fray, 
To him, a dread magnificence appears, 
The glory of that power he calls his Friend, 
Sole honourable name - But woe td him, 
Who, of infuriate malice, and confirm'd 

In vice long-practis'd, is a foe to man 
IIis brother, and at variance with his God. 

He thinks the tempeſt weaves around his head ; 
 Loudens the roar. to him, and in his eye | 


The blueſt vengeance glares, The oppreſſor who, ETSY 
Unpitying, heard the wailings of diftreſs, | Afte 
Gall'd by his ſeourge, now ſhrinks at other fourds. And 
Hid are the Neraes of the earth in vain, 8 
Like children hid in ſport. Chief in the breaſt Che: 
Of ſolitary atheiſt, wildneſs reigns, 85 
Licentious; vaniſh'd every quaint conceit, 7 
And impious jeſt, with which he us'd to pelt Whe 
Superior reaſon ; anguiſh in his look, Run: 
And ſuppliration lifts his hand. He'd pray; Thor 
If his hard heart would flow. At laft he runs, fam 
Precipitant, and entering juſt the caye, And. 
The meſſenger of fuſtice, glancing, comes, | : 
With a Firm 


ikter ſweep, behind, and trips his heel. dul The 


id 


A. ſn x 
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And yet amen — 
+Li'nangl 7 5 
Myſterious heaven !)-that moment, in a \ heap - a 
Of pallid aſhes fell the beauteous maid. | 
L. 1223, in the original editions. 

Heard indiſtinct, the rol thunder peals, 
From ſuffering earth, commiſſion'd o'er the main, 
Where the black tempeſt, preſſing on the pool, 
Heaves the'dead billows to the burſting elouds- | 
Dire is the fate of thoſe, who, reeling. high, 
From wave to wave, even at the very ſource 
Of lightning, feel-th* undiſſipated flame; 
Or, ſhould they in a watry vale cſcape, 
If, on their heads, the forceful /p9ut deſcends, 
And drives the dizzy veſſel down the deep, 
Till in the. oozy bottom ſtuck, 1 
As from the face be heaven 

*. F242 4%  - - FA 4 * 
Tumultuous rove,ith! interminable blues T I s 
Delightful {wells into the general arch, p | 
That copes the nations. 83 from the ſtorm 
Shines out afreſh ; 2 ach the lighten'd ai air. 
8 * IE s ys 4s 1239. 
— — 197 be the _—_ 5 
After the tempeſt puff his idle vows ; 
And a new danee of vanity begin, 
Scarce ere the pant — his. feeble heart 5 
Chear'd by _ ſetting beam, — 
. 1266. ple bf 

"Twas then beneath a ſecret-waving ſhade, 
Where winded into lovely ſolitudes 
Runs out the rambling dale, that Damon ſat, 
Thoughtful, and fix'd in philoſophic muſe: 
Damon, who, ſtill amid the favage woods; 
And lonely lawns, the force of beauty” emed, 
Firm and to falſe philoſophy- devote. | 
585 8 „* oy 1 and N weak, A 

2103S! 3 5 
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The breeze among the bending willows play'd: 
When Sachariſla to the cool retreat, 
With Amoret, and Muftdora ftole.* ' 
Warm in their cheek the ſultry feaſon glow'd; 
And, rob'd in logfe array, they came to bathe 
Their fervent limbs in the refreſhing ſtream. 
Tall, and majeſtic Sachariſſa roſe, 

Superior treading, as on Ida's top 
(So Grecian dai in wanton fable ſung) . 
High-ſhone the ſiſter and the wife of Jove. 
Another Pallas Muſidora feem?d, 23 
Meek-ey'd, ſedate, and gaining every look 
A ſurer conqueſt of the ſliding heart. 

While, like the Cyprian goddeſs, Amoret, 
Delicious dreſs'd in roſy-dimpled ſmiles, 
And all one foftneſs, melted on the ſenſe. 
Nor Paris panted ſtronger, when aſide 
The rival-goddeſſes the veil divine | 
Caſt unconfinꝰd, and gave him all their charms,. 
Than, Damon, thou; the ftoick now no more, 
ZBut man deep- felt, as from the ſnowy leg, 

And fender foot, th* inverted ſilk they drew; 
As the foftitouch diſſolv'd the virgin-zone ; 
And. thro? the parting robe, th* alternate breaſt, 
With youth wild-throbbing, on thy lawleſs gaze 
Luxuriant roſe. Vet more 'enamour'd ſtill, if 
When from their naked limbs, of glowing white, 
In folds looſe- floating fell the fainter lawn: 
And fair expos'd they ſtood, ſhrunk from themſelves; 
With fancy bluſhing ; at the doubtfu] breeze 
Arous'd, and ftarting, like the fearful fawn. 
* So ftands the ſtatue that enchants the world, 
Her full proportions ſuch, and baſhful ſo | 
Bends inefſectual from the roving eye. 
Then to the flood they ruſh'd ; the plunging fair 
The parted flood with clofing waves reeeiv'd; 
And, everv beauty ſoftening, every grace 5 

| ke Venus of Medicis, Fluſhing 
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Fluſhinglafreſh, a mellow luſtre ſhed ; 

As ſhines. the hly thro”; che cryſtal mild ; 

Or as the roſe amid:themorning-dew | 

Puts on a warmer glow. In various play, 
While thus they wanton'd; now beneath the wave, 
But ill conceal'd; and now with ſtreaming locks 
That half-embrac'd them in a humid veil, 

Riſing again; the latent Damon drew | 
Such draughts of love and beauty to the ſoul, 
As put his harſnh philoſophy to fight, - | 
The joyleſs ſearch of long - deluded years; 

And Muſidora fixing in his heart, 
Inform'd, and humaniz'd him into man. 

This is the pureſt exerciſe of health,. Oc. 


The flory of Damon and Muſidora, does not ap- 


pear at all in the i edition of Summer. 
2121 05 le 1 L. 1370. 4% A ; 

Low walks the ſun, and broadens by degrees, 
Juſt o'er the verge of day. The riſing clouds, 
That ſhift perpetual in his vivid train, 
Their watry mirrors, numberleſs, oppos'd, 
Unfold the hidden riches of his ray; 5 
And chaſe a change of colours round the ſky; + 
'Tis all one bluſh from eaſt to weſt! and now, 
Behind the duſky earth, he dips his orb; 
Now half immers d; and now a golden curve 
Gives one faint glimmer, and then diſappears, 

For ever running an enchanted round. 
Paſſes the day, deceitful, tedious, void; 
As flzets the viſion o'er the formful brain, 
This moment hurrying all th' impaſſion'd ſoul, 
The next in nothing loſt, Tis ſo to him, 
The dreamer of this earth, a chearleſs blank : 
A fight of borror to the cruel wretch ; | 
Who, rolling in inhuman pleaſure deep, 
The whole day long has made the widow pine 7 
And ſnatchid the moxſel from her orphan's mouth, 
197 | ? Toe 
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To give his dogs. But to the tuneful mind, 
Who makes the: hopeleſs heart to ſing | for j joy. 
Diffuſing kind beneficence around, 
Boaſtleſs, as now deſcends the ſilent dow; ; 
To him the long review of order'd life 
Is inward rapture, only to be felt. 
Confeſs'd from yonder 
GL. 169955. - 
Againſt bimſelf to lift the hated hand 
Of violence: by men caſt out from life, - kV; 
And after death, to which they drove his hope, 
Into the broad way ſide. Fhe ruinꝰd tow'r 
Is allo ſnunn'd; whoſe hoary chambers hold, 
So night-ſiruck fancy dreams, the yelling ghoſt. 
Among the crooked lanes, on every. + hedge, 
The glow-worm lights his lamp; and, thro” the dark, 
| Twinkles a moving gem. On Evening's heel, 
Night follows faſt; not in her winter-robe - 
Of maſſy ſtygian wook, but Iooſe array 'd 
In manue — 22 
3 nee lt 7 
Doubtful F! fn ; whence ſudden Viſion turns 
To heaven; where Venus, in the ſtarry: front, 
Shines eminent; and from her enial riſe, 
When day-light ſickens, till it iprings afreſh, | 
Sheds infiuence on earth, to love, and life, it ref 
And every form of vegetation kind. 
As thus th” effulgence tremulous 1 . 
With glad peruſe, the lambent 1 ſhoot” 
Acroſs the ſky ; or horizontal dart 
Ober half the nations, in a minute's ſpace, 
Conglob'd, or long. Aſtoniſhment ſucceeds, 


And ſfence, ere the various talk begin. . 3 
The vulgar ſtare; amazement is their joy, K 
And myſtic faith, a fond ſequacious herd! 7 5 
But ſerutinous Philoſophy looks deep, Fo af F 
With. — eye, into the . 1 A 
5 or 


Nor can ſhe ſwallow what ſhe does not ſee, 
With thee, ference Philoſophy y —— 
inſtead of th: latter part of the above paſſage, the 
Hilowing lines occur in the original edition. of Sum- 
mer. 5 
That inſtant, flaſhing, noiſeleſs, from the North, 
A thouſand meteors ſtream, enſweeping firſt 
The lower ſkies, then, all at once, converge 
7 to the-crown of Heaven, and, all at once, 
Relapſing quick, as quickly reaſcend) 41 
And mix, and thwart, extinguiſh and renew, 
Al ether courſing in a maze of light. 12 55 
From eye to eye, contagious, thro” the crowd, 
The panme runs, and into wondrous ſhapes 
Th' appearance throws: Armies in meet array, 
Throng with aeriat ſpears, and ſteeds of fire; 
Till, the long lines of full- extended war 
In bleeding fight commixt, the ſanguine food 
Rolls a broad flaughter o' er the plains of Heaven. 
As the mad people ſcan the fancy'd ſcene, 
On all fides ſwells the ſuperſtitious din, 
Incontinent, and buſy frenzy talks 
Ot blood, and battle; cities over-turn'd, 
And, late at night, in ſwallowing earthquake ſunk, 
Or painted hideous with aſcending flame; 
Of dligh ts, that blacken the white-boſom'd Spring, 
And tempeſt, ſhaking Autumn into chaff, 
Till Famine, empty-handed, ftarves the year; 
Of peſtilence, and every great diftreſs, 
Empires ſubvers'd, when ruling fate has ſtruck 
Th' unalterable hour: even nature's ſelf 
Is deem'd to totter on-the-brink of time. 
Not ſo the man of Philoſophic cye, 
And inſpect ſage, the waving brightneſs, he, 
Curious ſurveys, inquiſitive to xn '' 
The cauſes, and materials, yet unfix'd, 


o 
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Of this appearance beautiful, and new. 
With thee, ſerene Philoſophy ! 


: They who are at the trouble of comparing theſe 


Variations of Summer with the poem as it appears at 


preſent, will eaſily perceive, that moſt of the changes 


which it has undergone are happy improvements. 
The ſtory of Damon and Muſidora, the praiſes of 
Britannia, and the view of the Torrid Zone, are all 
of them conſiderably ſuperior to what they were at 
the firſt publication of the Poem: the diſpoſition of 
the parts, too, as far as it has been altered, has been 
altered ſor the better. The digreſſion in praiſe of 
Britain ſucceeds much more properly towards even- 
ing, after the chief buſineſs of the Poem, if one may 
be allowed the expreſſion, has been accompliſhed; than 
earlier, when the view of the torrid zone, bathing, 
and the thunder ſtorm were yet unnoticed.— Thus 
the alterations which the poet has made on this 
part of his work muſt be acknowledged to be highly 
judicious. It has been improved in ſymmetry and 
grace, without loſing any part of its original dignity 
and vigour. N 


AUTUMN. 


| 4. L. 14. L 


& L 4 75 5 +4 

Senkap in thy front, and in thy conduct glow, 
SOT L. 27. c 

With golden light irradiate. 1 


| ny oe SH ie 
— Vabeunded harveſts hang the heavy head. 


L. 40. 


AUTUMN. 251 


L. 40. 
A gayly-checker'd, wide: extended view, 
Far as the circling eye can ſhoot around 
Convolv'd, and toſſing in a flood of corn. 
. 
with various powers 7 5 efficiency. 


Aghaſt, and comfortleſs, when the red north. 


L..g1. 
But till advancing bolder, led him on, - 
By n nn and experience flow. 


N. c © cer 
For this devis'd the holy guardian Ws 

E 4 
Niurſe of art! the city roſe: 
And ſtretching ſtreet on ſtreet by thouſands 1. 
From twining woody haunts, and the tough yew. 
To bows ſtron . e her aſpiring ſons. 
Twas nought but labour, the whos duſky groupe 
Of cluſtering houſes, and of mingling men, 
Reſtleſs deſign, and execution ſtrong. 
ln every ſtreet the ſounding hammer ply'd . 
His maſſy taſk ; while the corroſive file, 
In flying touches, form's the fine machine. 


L. 42. N 
and on thee, thou Thames, 
Large, gentle, deep, majeſtic; king of floods! 

an whom no river heaves a fuller tide, 
deiz d for his grand reſort. 
e 38. 

While, bandted round and round, the rural all, 
The rural ſcandal, and the rural jeſt 
Fly hearty, to deceive the tedious time, | 
And chearly ſteal the ſultry hours away. 
Behind the maſter walks, builds up the 8 . 
_ conſcious, glancing oft this way and chat BY | 

182. 
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L. 18a 
-liv'd in a cottage, loſt far up 
Amid the windings of a woody vale; — 
Safe from the cruel, blaſting: arts of man; 
Almoſt on nature's nt pour 
2 13 198. 0 

Or when the ſtories that her mother APY 
Of what her faithleſs 28 flatter*d once. 

og. 


Veil'd in a ee robe; for lovelineſs. 


Recluſe among the —— if es . 


Will deign their faith. And thus the went, compell 


By ſtrong neceſſity, with as ſerene, 
And leas'd a look as patience can put on, 


To glean Feen, s feld. —— 


155 28. 
By beauty kiodled. and e ſhap'd, 
Where ſenſe ſincere, and} gaodneſs ſeem'd to dwell, 
247. 
I've heard that, i in os waſte obſcure retreat. 
IL. 259 
And as he run n her, ardent, o'er and o'er. 


7. 
So long in vain ? oh yes! the very ſame. 
The ſoften'd image of my noble friend, 
Alive, his every feature, e look, 
More efegantly touch'd. Fairer than Sling 
Thou ſole ſirvivmyg bloſſom from tlie root, 
That nouriſh'd up my fortune, fay, ah whert, 
In what unſmilling deſdrt; haſt thou drawn 


The kindeſt afpe& of delighted heaven? 


Into ſuch beauty Ink and blown ſo white. 
$724 11 #4 287. 1 IM *;} 7 4 
His bounty 000g! to 9 * and de enjoy. 


Wich harveſt ſhining all iheſs fields are thine; 


And 


nd 


AUT:U M N. 


bad, if my wiſhes may reſume ſo far, 
Their maſter too, who then indeed were bleſt, 


To make the daughter of Acaſto ſo. 


L. 308. 


253 


Who flouriſh'd long in — bliſs, and rear'd. 


L. 327. 


The billowy plain boils wide ; nor can erade. 


* L. 333.5 
The glomerating tempeſt 8 and Rill. 
The river lift ; before whole weighty ruſh. 
L. 371. 

Their uſeleſs WED S .— — 

Li 
— them elle diſperſe 

L. 379. 


Theſe are not ſubjects for the penoeful math 
Nor will ſhe ſtain her ſpotleſs. theme with fuch ; 
Then moſt delighted; e {RP ſees.” 

3 
Urg'd by nene roam'd the dark. 


Inflam'd, deyond the moſt infuriate rage 


392. 


Of the worſi monſter that e*er howl'd the watts; 


For ſport alone, takes up the cruel tract, 
the-beamings of the gentle days. 
Upbraid us not, ye-wolves 3 
For hunger kindles you, and 
But laviſh fed, in nature's bounty roll'd, 
To laugh at anguiſh, and rejoice in blood, 
E what your horrid hoſoms never knew. 


Ami 


Shook from the corn. 


He, ſprightly, puts his faith; and'fear arons 4. 
. 448. \ 
With, quick conſent proid th? infectious maze. 


L. 402. 
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The ſudden: and univerſal flight of the herd upon 
the approach of their hunted companion, deſcribed 
oy the words auithᷣ guick conſent, is a very pictureſque 
idea, which is in a good meaſure loſt in the paſſage 
as it now ſtands. Phan to have been 
induced to make the alteration, in order to avoid the 
uniformity in ſound and cadenee, between the firſt 
member of the 446th line, with the firſt member of 
_ The infettious maze is very properly expun - 
8 | 


1 „ ge. 
So full of buoyant ſoul, inſpire no more 
The fainting courſe; e -e g breathleſs toil, 
466. 
Vindictive fix, for murder is his trade, 


1 0 


And, growlin horrid, as the brindled boar 


Grins near deſtruction. A 
L. 473 
Looſe on the fly me - the flock. 
I. 483. 
Then ſnatch the mountains by their woody tops. 


| | L. 492. 
At once tore, mercileſs. Thrice happy he! 
At hour of duſk, while the retreating horn. 


| L. 499s x 
When the night ſtaggers with feverer toils, 
And their repeated e ſhake the dome. 
| L. 505+ * 
——— which, with fell intent. 
- L. 311. 
Relating how it ran, and how it fell. 
L. 515. 
ing as the breath, 
: 25 « $22. 
Flames in the light refulgent, not aſnam'd 


A potent gale, 


To vie it with the vineyard's beſt produce. 


Perhaps a white, amuſive, thoughttul Whiſk, _ 


Walks 


DN 25 5 


Walks gentle round, . een, a cloud of ſmoke. 
Mags K „535. . 
Indulg*d aſkew — — 


I. 539. 
Vociferate at once by prog tongues. 


As when the tempeſt, that las vex*d the deep 
The dark night long, fallsmurmuring towards morn; 
$0 their mirth gra ual — 9 > — mms 

L. 557. 

Then, liding ſweet, they drop. O' erturn'd above} 
Lies the wet, broken ſcene ; and ſtretch'd below, 
Each way, the drunken laughter; where aſtride 
The lubber Power himſelf triumphant ſits, 
dlumbrous, inclining ſtill from ſide to ſide, 
And ſteeps thern, . all, in deep till morn. 


ne 0 „o . 


But if the rougher mo his ; red ſport.. 


Made up of bluſhes, renderneſs, and * 
In them *tis grace ful. 
e 
In rapture warbled rom the radiant lip, 
598. 
70 play the peneil, turn "thy; inſtructive page 
To give new flavour — 
L.605. 
With every kinder, care-elufive art, 
To 1855 the glory, animate the joys. 
621. 
— — and vital taſte. 
L. 632. 
A various e ſwells the gentle race, 
In ſpecies different, _ in kind the lame. 
637 
$0 fares it with thoſe wide-projected heaps. 


Of — — — 
= * 2 L. 644. 
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L. 644. 

Phillips, facetious tard, _ 
I. 65 1. 


In this glad ſeaſon, while his laſt, bet beams, 
T he ſun ſheds equal o'er the meeken'd day ; 
Oh loſe me in the green, majeſtic walks, 
L.. 667. 

tw ine the bay for thee, Here oft lone, 
Fir” 4 the thirſt 4 thy applauſe, I court 
Th' inſpiring breeze; and meditate the book 
Of Nature, ever=open ; aiming thence, 
Heart-taught like thine, to learn rs moral ſong. 
And, as I ſteal along, the ſunny wa 


Where Autumn baſks, with fruit empurpled deep, | 


My theme ſtill urges in my vagrant thought; 
Preſents the down ny peach ; the purple plumb, 
With a fine bluciſh miſt of animals 
Cloyded ; the ruddy nectarine; and dark, 
Beneath his ample leaf, the luſcious fig. 
The vine too here her curling tendrils ſhoots ; 
Hangs out her cluſters, ſwelling to the ſouth, 
And my wiſhes for a warmer ſky, 
L. 684. | 
The vineyard heaves refulgent.- 
L. 688. 


Low bend 4he-gravid boughs.— — | 


L. 701. 


| The claret ſmooth, oy: as the lip. 


711. 
And deep betwixt contending kingdoms lays 
The rocky, long diviſion; while aloft, 
His piny top 1s, leſſening, loſt in air : 
No more his thouſand proſpects fill the view 
With great variety; but in a night 
Of gathering vapour, from the baffled ſenſe, 
Sink dark, and total. Nor alone immerſt: 


AUTUMN. 237 


| L. 726. ? 
Wreath'd cloſe around, in deeper circles ſtil! 
Succeſſive floating — 
| | Lp ga 


— ——nor Order yet had drawn 
His.endleſs train forth _ the dubious gloom. - 
| e 

Theſe roving miſts, that conſtant now begin 

To ſmoak along the hilly country, theſe, -_ 

With mighty rains, the frill'd in nature ſay, 

The mountain- ciſterns fill, thoſe grand reſerves 

Of. water, fooop'd among the hollow rocks; ö 

Whence guſn the ſtreams, the ceaſeleſs fountains play, 

And their unfailing ſtores the rivers draw. 

But is this equal to the vaſt effect? 3 

Is thus the Vo! a fll'd ? the rapid Rhine? 28 

The broad Euphrates dall th? unnumber'd floods, 

That large — the fair-dividede art:: 

And, in the rage of Summer; never ceaſe 

To ſend a thundering torrent to the main? 
What tho” the ſun drawys from the fteaming deep. 

More than the rivers pour? How much again, 

Oer the vext ſurge, in bitter-driving ſhowers, 

Frequent returns, let the wet ſailor ſay: 

And on the thirſty. down; far from the 'burſt 

Of ſprings, ho much, to their reviving fields, 

And feeding flocks, let lonely ſhepherds ſing. 

But fure *tis no weak, variable cauſe 

That keeps at onee ten thouſand thouſand floods, 

Wide-wandering oder the world, ſo freſh, and clear, 

For ever flowing, and for ever full. ; 

And thus ſome lages; deep exploring, teach: 

That wherq the hoarſe; innumerable wave, 

Eternaly laſhes the reſounding ſhote; 

Suck d [bro t e Hndy ſtratum— 


8 | 8 5 $ L. 736. * 5 * 2 : y 
They leave each ſaline porticle behind. 
OY Y 3 L. 749. 
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L. 7 49. 
Tho' here and there in lowly plains it ſprings. 


I.. 754+ *- 


— —— The vital firean 

Hence, in its ſubterranean paſſage, gains, 7 
From the waſh'd mineral, that reſtoring power, 
And ſalutary virtue, which anew 

Strings every nerve, calls up the kindling foul | 
Into the healthful cheek, and joyous eye : 

And whence, the royal maid, Amelia ©" | 
With new-fluſh'd-graces ; yet reſerv'd to bleſs, 
Beyond a crown, fome ha Py prince; and ſhine, 


In all her mother's match *% virtues Gs 


The Carolina of cnathen* lad. 
L. 841. 0:3 500003 
And where the cavern ſweats, as . dream. 


| en 13:21 IL. 1 aun 
L. 887. 1 987 
Waſh*d e 2 the Tweed, 18 parent ven 
Torten ind ande — — Au 
2 Li 895- 


— A generous races: ; 
Of r e. ſpirit, wiſe and brave; 
Who ſtill thro? bleeding ages ſtruggled hard, 
To hold a hapleſs, gy d ſtate. 3 10 
0 $17: 55 K 

Unchalleng'd, yound 2 wy" incircled globe "Fi | 
And thus united Britain, Britain make 
Entire, th? imperial miſtreſs of the deep. 

„ gs. 
— — 2 turn. 
While thick around the, . tempeſt flew: | 
And when the trumpet, kindling war no wote, F 
Pours not the flaming ſquadrons o'er the field; 
But , fruitful of fair age: and mutual faith, 


Kind 


I 


— > 681 


2 


— 4 
* 
* 


D 99 „ &5 8 
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Kind peace unites the jarring world again: 
Let the deep olive thro? thy laurels twine. 
Fer theſe the author has h a ſingle line. 


9 
And ſeldom has ſhe felt, _ friend like thee. 


L, 960. 
And thro® their uvid oo his temper'd force. 
2. 
_ the leafy Wok Teams. . 
11 7 L. 1007. 
Plerc'd deep with many a ſecret pang, declare. 
1 +3 Do $009 i; , 

In all the doſom triumphs, all the nerves; 5 
Inflames imagination, thro? the ſenſe. : 
L. 1021. 

the mn ſcorn 
Of mighty pride. — 1 ns 7 
1 * 102 25. 


Th' aronſing pant for virtue. 
The adulatory lines to Lord Cobham and Mr Pitt, 


-- apes to verſe 1079, were not in the 40 


edition. | 
L. ro80. 
And now the weſtern = withdraws the OY 
| 1083. | 
Th' aſcending vapour throws, where waters oo. 
Toe n, 18 1091. - Prog Fi I 
And oceans roll,. as optic tube deſcries ED 
A leſſer earth, gives = his blaze again. 3 
1125. 
Or painted hideous 1 4 L er flame. 
113 
A ſolid ſhade, immenſe. Sunk ! in the gloom. 
e 3 
Now ſunk and now renew d, he's quite abſorpt, 
Rider and horſe, into the miry gulph. 
L- $$: . 1173. 
And whelm' d o'er folphur: ; while meaning * 
L. 17 
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And inſtant Winter bid to do his worſt, 
| L. 1227. 
Care ſhook away. The toil invig*rate youth, 
Not needing 'the melodious impulſe much. 
5 32.1 218. 
The cudgel rattles, and the ſtruggle twiſts. 
L. 1247. 


————What tho” his wine 
Flows not from brighter gems ; nor ſunk in beds, 
Oft of gay care, he toſſes out the night; 
Or thoughtleſs, ſleeps at beſt in idle ſtate? 
What 8 of theſe fantaſtic joys? 
: 1» 1294. | 
And ſlippery pomp delight, in dark cabals, 
7 85 „4330. — 
Pour every luſtre on th* aſtonifid eye. 
L. 1345. 
Still are, and have been cf, the ſmiling kind. 
NSN, 3 > i781 L. 349. 1 fey 71 6 i 
When Gophimaſelf, and Angels dwelt with men. 
The readen will naturally compare the beautiful 
concluſion of AUTUMN from line 1233, with the in- 
imitable lines that conelude the fecond book of Vir- 
il's Georgics, beginning at verſe. 48. 


The alterations made in this Poem are in general 
very judicious ; and ſerve either to improve the 
| harmony, or to render the thought more'preriſe and 

juſt. It was written laſt; and as it contains fewer 
variations from the original verſion than the other 
Seaſons, we may aſcribe its ſuperior correctneſs to 
the greater maturity of the author's taſte, and to the 
faculty which. we may ſuppoſe he had acquired of 

more finiſhed compotlition. 


WINTER. 


ar, 


„ „ wk FE edt oma 


M0834. IT 
WINTER. 


I T is to be remembered that Winter was the fr 
of the Seaſons written by the Author; and as it was 
publiſhed without, perhaps, any fixed or certain de- 
termination of compleating the ſeries, he takes oc- 
cafion, in the original copy, to defcribe the cloſe of 
the Autumnal Seafon; the greater part of which 
deſcription is now introduced into the poem it pecu- 
larly belongs to. The variations are conſiderable, 
as will be eyident from the following paſſage, which 
begins immediately 117 the introduction: 
. % r Fi 

Thee too, inſpirer of the toiling ſwain! 
Fair Autumn, yellow- rob' d! Ill ſing of thee, 
Of thy laſt, equal, days, and clouded calms; 
When all the golden -owrs are on the wing, 
Attending thy retreat, and round thy wain, 
Slow-rolling, onward to the ſouthern ſky. | 

Mark, how the well-pois'd hornet hovering hangs, 
With quivering pinions, in the genial blaze: 
Flies off, in airy. circles: then returns, 
And hums, and dances to the beating ray; 
Nor ſhall the man, that, muſing, walks alone, 
And, heedleſs, ſtrays within his radiant liſts, 
Go unchaſtis'd away.—Sometimes a fleece 
Of clouds, wide-ſcattering, with a lucid vet], 
Light, ſhadow o'er th? unruffled face of heaven; 
And thro? their dewy fluices, ſhed the fun, 
With temper'd influence down. Then is the time 
For thoſe, whom abi m, and whom nature charm, 
To ſteal themſelves from the degen'rate croud, 
And ſoar above this little ſcene of things: 
To tread low-thoughted vice beneath their feet: A 
* 88 
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To ſooth the throbbing en into peace, 
And woo lone Suiet, in her ſilent avalks. 

Now, ſolitary, and in penſive guiſe, 
Oft let me wander o?er the ruſſet mead, 
Or thro' the pining grove; where ſcarce is heard 
One dying ſtrain to chear the evoodman's toil; 
Haply, feme widow'd ſongſter pours his plaint, 
Ear, thro' the wither ing copſe. Meanwhile the leaves, 
That, late, the foreſt clad with lively green, 
Nipt by the drizzly night, and ſallow-hu*d, 
Fall wavering thro” the air; or ſhower amain, 
Urg'd by the breeze, that ſobs amid the boughs.. - 


Then liſtening Bares forſake the ruſtling woods, 


And, ſtarting at the frequent noiſe, eſcape 


To the rough ſtubble, and the ruſſiy fen. 


Then evoodcocks, o'er the fluctuating main, 

That glimmers to the glimpſes:$f the moon, 
Stretch their long voyage to the woodland glade: 
Where, wheeling with uncertain flight, they mock 
The nimble foeuler's aim. Now nature droops; 
Languiſh the living herbs, with pale decay: 

And all the various family of flowers 

Their ſunny robes:reſign; The falling fruits, 


Thro' the ſtill night, forſake the nt-bough, 


That, in the firſt, grey, glances of the dawn, 
Looks wild, and wonders at the wintry wafte. 
The year, yet pleaſing, but declining faſt, 
Soft, o'er the ſecret ſoul in gentle gales, 0 
A philoſophic melancholy breathes, 
And bears the ſwelling theught aloft to heaven. 
Then forming Fancy rouſes to conceive, 
What never mingled with the vulgar's dream: 
Then wake the tender pare, the pitying tear, 
The /agb for ſuffering worth, the a preferr'd 
For humankind,' the joy to ſee them bleſs'd, 
And all the ſocial off-/pring of the heart! 


| Oh! hear me then to high, empowering ſhades; 


10 
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To twilight groves, and viſionary vale 
To weeping grottos, and prophetic glooms ; 
Where angel-forms are ſeen, and voices heard, 
Sigh'd in low whiſpers, that abſtract the ſoul, 
rom outward ſenſe, far into worlds remote. 
Now, when the weſtern ſun withdraws the 
And humid — liding o'er the fey, 
In her chill progreſs, checks the ſtraggling beams, 
And their moiſt captives frees ; where waters ooze, 
Where marſhes ſtagnite, and where rivers wind, 
Cluſter the rolling. /g, and-fwim along | 
The duſky mantled lawn: then flow deſcend, 
Once more to mingle with their avatry Friends. 
The vivid ſtars ſhine out, in brightening files; 
And boundleſs ether glows, till the fair moon 
Shows her broad viſage, in the crimſon'd eaſt ; 
Now, ſtooping, ſeems to kiſs the paſting cloud: 
Now, o'er the pure cerulean, rides ſublime. 
Wide, the pale deluge floats, with ſilver waves, 
O'er the fky'd mountain, to the low-laid vale ; 


From the white rocks with dim reflection, gleams, 


And faintly glitters thro* the waving ſhades. 
All night, abundant dews, unnoted, fall, 
That, lighted by the Morning's ray, impearl 
The face of mother- earth; from every branch 
Depending, tremble the tranſlucent gens, 
And, twinkling, ſeem to fall away, yet cling, 
And ſparkle in the ſun, whoſe riſing eye, 
With fogs bedim'd, portends a beauteous day. 


Now, roving youth, whom headlong paſſions fire, 


Rouſe the wild game, and ftain the guiltleſs grove, 

With violence and death; yet call it Sport, : 

To ſcatter ruin thro' the realms of love, | 

And peace that thinks no ill: But theſe, the muse, 

Whoſe charity, unlimited extends _ 

As wide as nature works, diſdains to ſing, 

Returning td her nobler theme in view. 2 
9 | Winter? 
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Winter ! __ rides along the darken'd air, 

Striding the gloomy blaſt. Firſt rains obſcure 
Drive thro' the ming lin ſkies, with tempeſt foul; | 
Beat on the — s brow, and ſhake the woods, wi 
That ſounding, wave below: Th' unſightly plain ful 
Lies overwhelm'd, and loſt. The bellying clouds ep 
Combine, and deepening into night, ut up in 
The day's fair face. un 

The variations from the ato edition are but len. 
. 3 1 4. 4 | 8 1 
In the red evening Ae e — 

o 30. 4 —— 
For thee the Graces Pal ; thy ſofter thoughts W 
The muſes tune; nor art thou ſkill'd alone T) 
In awful ſchemes, the management of ſtates. Wn 
When Se: F. e 7 
en Scorpio s to Capricorn the way, T] 
And . fouls tht + inverted ow 3 Ex 
Retiring to the verge of heaven, the ſun At 
Scarce preads o'er zther the dejected day. T. 
L. 4% TI 
Thro- the thick air; as 5 dull diſtance ſeen. At 
62. 0 
And black with horrid views. The cattle droop D. 
The conſcious head; and o'er the furrow'd land, Ti 
Red from the plow, the dun dun diſcolour'd flocks. T1 
« 7.3» 13 
Striding the loomy blaſt.” Firſt! rains obſcure ge 
Drive thro* eg my ſkies, with vapour vile. M 
89. : A. 
PenGve, and wet. Mcanwhite the cottage-ſwain, Sy 
8. A 
From the ch . — 
| LiXobs :: 5: > 0 
Nature! great parent! ! whoſe continual hand. | St 
. 413.11 In 
N ge are your ſores, ye ſubtile beings ! ſay, T 


Where 
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Where your aerial magazines reſerv'd, 
* the day of tempeſt perilous? 

n the original edition, the winds were called 
wiewwleſs beings, here ſubtile, and in the latter poawer- 
ful beings. Perhaps the firft is the moſt. poetical 
epithet ; and the lines as they ſtood originally, have 
ing a greater variety of modulation, are more plea- 
| CC 
Late in the lowring UA FS y | 

> e dn: 

- — the moon 

Wears a wan circle reund her ſully'd orb. 

The ſtars obtuſe emit a ſhivering ray 

Snatch'd in ſhort eddies plays the fluttering ſtraw ; 
Loud ſhrieks the ſoaring hern; and ſerear ing wild, 
The circling ſea-fowl-rife ; while from  - ſhore 
Eat into ca verns by the reſtleſs wave, ' 
And foreſt-ruſtling-mountam, comes a voice, 
That ſolemn · ſounding bids the world prepare. 
Then iſſues forth the ſtorm, with mad controul, 
And the thin fabrick of the pillar'd air 

Oerturns at once. Prone, on the paſſive main, 
Deſcends th* ethereal forte, and with ſtrong guſt 
Turns from the bottom the diſcolour'd deep. 
Thro' the loud night, that bids the waves ariſe, 
laſht into foam, the fierce, conflicting: brine 
Seerns, as it ſparkles, all-around to burn. 
Meantime whele-vceansy heaving to the clouds, 
And in broad billows rolling gather'd ſeas, 

"_ over ſurge, burſt in à general roar, 
And anchor'd navies from their ſtations drive, 
Wild as the winds athwart the howling waſte 
Of mighty waters. Now the hilly wave 
Straining the ſcale, and now impetuous ſhoot 
Into the fecret chambers of the deep, 0 
The full-blown Baltic thundermg der their head. 

9 ä Emerging 
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Emerging thence again, before the breath 

Of all- exerted heaven they Por Jo their courſe, 
And dart on diſtant coaſts ; it ſome ſharp rock, 
Or ſand infidious break not their career, 


And in looſe fragments fling them floating round. 


Nor raging here. alone unrem'd at ſea, 

To land the t bears; and o'er the cliff, 

Where ſcreams the ſea-mew, foaming. unconfin'd, 

Fierce fwallows up the leng-reſounding ſhore. 
The mountain growls ; and all its ſturdy ſons 

Stoop to the bottom of the rocks they e. 

Lone on its mid night fide, 

THY. Ls 189. 32 

Sleep frighted flies; the hollow FT ARE howls, 

The windows rattle, and the hinges creak. 

Theſe lines ſtand. in the original edition, and it is a 
pity they ſhould have been rejected: _ perhaps 
leemed 8 but they — beautiful y deſcrip- 
tive. put us in mind of the rough night, del 
cribed by 2 Macbeth. Armſtrong has 


very poetically converted the ſame phenomena into 


objects of luxurious gratification. 

Ohl when the growling winds contend, and all 
<< The ſounding foreſt fluctuates in the ſtorm, 
6 'T'o fink i in warm repoſe, and hear the winds 
„ Howl o'er the Ready battlements! "+7620 

% Above the n of vulgar. lep.“ 5 
2 IL. 202. 2 * + n 2 
As yet tis widuigbe s. e wh — 9:71! 
2 = IL. 2a 3 Jetz ; F 
Dun from the livid eaſt: or piercing . * 
While . e Nel Edit. 


— Sudden the "fields - 
Put on their winter-robe,of pureſt whi ite. 
a * brightneſs hy 2 ſave Where the new ſnow melts, 
--/ appt. eam. leafleſs woods 


Bow 
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Bow their hoar heads! And, ere the languid ſun 
Faint from the weſt, emits his ev'ning ray, 
Earth's univerſal face, deep-hid, and chill, 
Is one wild, dazzling waſte. The labourer-ox x 
Stands cover'd o' er with ſnow, and then demands 
The fruit of all his wil. The fowls of heaven, 
Tam'd by the cruel ſeaſon, crowd around 
The winnowing ſtore, and claim the little boon 
That Providence allows. The Red-breaſt ſole, 
Wet regardful of thꝰ embroiling ſky, | 
In joyleſs-tields, and thorny thickets, leaves 
His ſhivering fellows, and to truſted man 
His annual viſit pays. The foodleſs wilds. 

| L. 283. 


Beneath the white abrupt. 

| 177 ee 
What water, of the {till unfrozen eye. 

. VL. 314. > 
Into the mingling rack 
ett rr Jets 
Unſtretch'd, and bleaching 
L.. 347. 


Like wailing penſive ghoſts awaiting theirs, 
And point the ꝓarting pang. Thought but fond man 
Of theſe, and all the thouſand nameleſs ills, 
That one inceſſant ſtruggle render life, 
One ſcene of toil, of anguiſh, and of fate. 

L. 359. 
And here can I forget the generous few, 
Who teuch'd with human woe, redreſſive ſought 
Into the horrors of the gloomy jail? 
+74 grunt | L. 376. 0 5 . 
Hail patriot-band ! who, morning ſecret ſcorn, 
When Juſtice, and when Mercy led the way, 


Dragg' d the detected monſters into light, 

Wrench'd from their hand Oppreſſion's iron rod, 

And bad the cruel feel * they gave. E 
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Yet ſtop not here, let all the land rejoice, 
And make the e , as great. 

| 0 L. 389, | | 
Yet more outragious is the feaſon ſtill, 
A deeper horror, in Siberian wilds; 
Where winter keeps his unrejoting court, 
And in his airy hall the loud miſrule 
Of driving tempeſt is for ever heard. 
There thro' the ragged woods abſorpt in ſnow, 
Sole tenant of theſe Thades, the ſhaggy bear, 
With dangling, ice all horrid, ſtalks forlorn; 
Slew- pac'd, and ſowrer as the ſtorms increaſe, 
He makes his bed beneath the drifted ſnow; 
And, ſcorning the complainings of diſtreſs, 
Hardens his heart againſt aſſailing want, 
While terupted vigorous o'er the marble waſte, 
On ſleds reclin'd, the furry Ruſſian fits ; 
And, by his rein-deer drawn, behind him throws. 
A ſhining kingdom in a winter's day. 

Or from the cloudy Alps, and Appenine, 
' Capt with grey miſts, and everlaſting fnows ; 
Where nature in ſtupendous ruin lies, 
And from the leaning rock, on either fide, 
Guſh out thoſe ſtreams that claſſic ſong renowns : 
Cruel as death. c—— — : 

The lines from 414 to 423 are not in the firſt edi- 
tions. | | 


Ti; AZ 1. N ; 
To chaſe the chearleſs gloom. There let me fit. 
The author, upon every revifal he gave his-work, 


conſiderably amplified the characters he gives of the” 3 
Sages of ancient time. The following 1s from the 
4to copy. 369, | Gay 
| 49. 
—— Firſt Socrates, | T 
Whoſe ſimple queſtion to the folded heart the. 


Stole unperceiv d, and from the maze of thought 


Evolv'd 


Numa, who ſoften'd her rapacious ſons. a 


And, warm in youth, to the poetic ſnade, 
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Evolv'd the ſecret truth a god - like man: 
Solon the next, who built his common-weal 
On equity's wide baſe. Lycurgus then, 
Severely good; and him of rugged Rome, 


Cimon ſweet- ſoul'd, and Ariſtides juſt; 
With that attempered hero, mild, and firm, 
Who wept the brother. while the tyrant bled, 
Uneonquer'd Cato, virtuous in extreme. 
Scipio, the humane warrior, gently brave; 
Who ſoon the race of ſpotleſs glory ran, 


With friendſhip, and philoſophy, retir'd. 

And equal to the beſt, the Theban twain, Ct 
Who, ſingle rais'd their country into fame. 
Thouſands behind, the boaſt of Greece and Rome, 
Whom virtue owns, the tribute of a verſe 
Demand; but who can count the ſtars of heaven? 
Who ſing their influence on this lover world ? 

But jee who yonder comes! in ſober ſtate, 

Fair, mild, and ſtrong, as is a vernal fun: 

'Tis Phoebus ſelf, or elſe the Mantuan ſwain ! 
Great Homer too appears, of daring wing,, 

Parent of ſong ! and equal by his ſide, 

The Britiſh muſe; join'd hand in hand they walk, 
Darkling, full up the middle ſteep to fame. 

Nor abſent are thofe tuneful ſhades, I ween, 

Taught by the Graces, whok enchanting touch 
Shakes every paſſion from the various ſtring ; 

Nor thoſe, who ſolemnize the moral ſcene. 
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And mount my ſoaring ſoul to deeds-like yours. | "4% 
A a . 4» 546. 6 1 
dave Lycidas the friend, with ſenſe reſin'd. 8 
* 2 ” L. 558. * . 9 
This beautiful apoſtrophe to Hammond is not in a 
the earlier verſions. h 
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I. 573 Is 
The winter-gloams, with friends of various turn, 
Or blithe, or ſolemn, as the theme inſpir'd: 
With them would ſearch, if this unbounded frame 
Of nature rofe from unproductive night, 
Or ſprung eternal from th' Eternal Cauſe, 
Its ſprings, its laws, wy progreſs, and its end. 

EE. +583, | 
Thence would we plunge into the moral world ; 
Which, tho* more EY perplex'd, moves on. 
« 587. 

In univerſal good. Hiſtoric trath 
Should next conduct us thro? the deeps of time: 
Point us how empire grew, revolv'd, and fell. 


L. 5 96. | 
Of pureſt heaven, "—_ lights the glorious flame, 
- 609. 


And when with theſe the ſerious ſoul is foil'd, 
We, ſhifting fer relief, would play the ſhapes 
Of frolic fancy; and inceſſant form 
Unnumber'd pictures, fleeting o'er the brain, 
Yet rapid ill renew d, and pour d immenſe 
Into the mind, unbounded without ſpace: 
The great, the new, the beautiful; or mix'd, 
Burleſque, and odd, the riſible and gay; 
Whence vivid wit, and humour, droll of face, 
Call laughter forth, be e every nerve. 
5 70 638. DR 
Riſes the dance 
L. 641. 

The circle deepens ; rain'd from radiant eyes, 
A ſoft effulgence o'er, the palace waves: 
While, thick as infects in the ſummer-ſhine, 
The fop, light — ſpreads his mealy wangs. 

L. 649. | 
Aſenting terror ſhakes ; the filent tear. 


L. 693. 


i. IG o dS ff Sf. ® 
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K „ nr pu bend, Wa. . % ed x 


F 27 
| L. 693. „ 


Clear froſt fucceeds ; and thro? the blue ſerene. 
All between line 550 and 693, is wanting in the 
original edition; and from line 653 to the preſent, 


is wanting the fubſcription copy. 

| L. 706. 

In deſolation ſeen. The vacant glebe. 

L. 212. | 
Amazing, open to the e e gaze. 
ll reren . 737. 

he many ſounding plain. 

e After L. 744. 5 
In the original edition are the following lines: 

This of the wintry ſeaſon is the prime; 

Pure are the days, and luſtrous are the nights, 

Radiant with ſtarry worlds, till then-unſeen. 

Meanwhile, the Orient, darkly red, breathes forth 

An icy gale, that in its mid career, 

Arreſts the bickering ſtream. The nightly ſley, 

And all her glowing conſtellations, pour 

Their rigid influence dow:: It freezes on. 


>. 


5 . 760. . 
On blitheſome frolicks bent, the youthful ſwains, 
While every work of man is laid at reſt, \ 


Fond o'er the river ruſh, and ſhuddering view 

The doubtful deeps below. Or where the lake 

And long canal the cerule plain extend, 

The city pours her thouſands, ſwarming all, 

From every quarter: and, with him who ſhdes ; 

Or ſkating ſweeps, ſwift as the winds, along, 

In circling poiſe; or elfe diſorder'd falls, 

His feet, illuded, ſprawling to the ſky, 

While the laugh rages round; from end to end, 

Encxeaſing flill, Eb the crowded ſcene, 
FEE 787. 


Myriads of gems, that, by the breeze diffus d, 
Gay-twinkle thro' the gleam. Heard thick around. 
| | L. 794. 
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8 L. 594. ; 
But what is this? theſe if 2 — tempeſts what? 
Fhe mockery of Winter: ſhould our eye 
_ Aﬀtoniſt'd ſhoot into the frozen zone; 
Where more than half the joyleſs year is night; 
And, failing gradual, life at laſt goes out. 
There undiſſolving, from the firſt of time. 
L. 912. 

Shake the firm pole, and * 1 boil. 
Whence heap'd abrupt along the howling ſhore, 
And into various ſhapes. (as eee — 
Work'd by the wave, the chryſtal pillars heave, 
Swells the blue portico, the gothic dome  _ 
Shoots fretted up; and birds, and beaſts, and men, 
Riſe into mimic life, and ſink by turns. 
The reſtleſs deep itſelf cannot reſiſt 
The binding fury. 
Hard by theſe ſhores, the laſt of mankind live; 
And, ſcarce enliven'd by the diſtant ſun, 
(That rears and ripens man, as well as plants) 
Here human nature juſt begins to dawn. 
Deep from the piercing ſeaſon funk in caves, 
Here by dull fires, and with unjoyous chear, 
They wear the tedious gloom.. Immers'd in furs, 
Ly the grofs race. Nor ſprightly jeſt, nor ſong, 
Nor tenderpeſs they know ; nor ought of life, 
Beyond the kindred: hears that ſtalk without. 
Fill long- expected morning looks at length 
Faint on their fields (where Winter reigns alone) 
And calls the quiver'd ſavage to the chace. 

From verſe 760 in the xit and 950 in the 4to edit. 
6c | 

L. 988. 


Muttering, the winds at eve, with hoarſer voice 


# 


. 151 L 


Blow bluſtering from the ſouth. The froſt ſubdu'd, 


Gradua), reſolves into a trickling tha. 
an Spotted 


>, Cid 


1 


$poited the mountains ſhine ; looſe ſleet deſcends, 
And floods the country round. The rivers well, 
Inpatient for the day. Broke from the hills. 
L. 1004. 
I'll fares the bark, the wretch's laſt reſort. 
L. 1015. 
And his unweildy ma in horrid ſport, 
1021. 
Looks down with pity on Th fruitleſs toll. 
L. 1024. 
'Tis done - dread Winter has ſubdu'd hey year, 
And reigns tremendous. o' ex the deſart plaias. . 
* 1028. 
His ſolitary empire. Here, ford man ! 
Bchold my pictur'd life. 
L. 1050. | | 
Ye vainly wiſe ye blind preſuming !— 
IL. x065.—In the original. 
. yet a little while, Tre, 
And all your woes qre paſt. Time ſwiftly St 
And with'd Eternity, approaching, brings 
Lite undecaying, love without allay, 
nn joy, and be me ſincere. 
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: L. 9. ; | 
With light, and heat, ſevere. Prone, then thy ſun, 
F | 
A yellow-fleating pomp, thy bounty ſhines 
In Autumn uneonfin'd. Thrown from thy lap, 
Profuſe o'er nature, falls the lucid ſhower 
Of beamy fruits; and in a radiant ſtrem, 
Into the ſtores of ſteril Winter pours. 
: . 1 A a7 Nis. A 3 . 
Horrible blackneſs! On the whirlwind's wing, 
Riding ſublime, Thou bid'ſt the world be low. 
5 Lis 33s : 
Yet ſo harmonious mix'd, ſo fitly join'd, 
One following one in ſuch mchanting ſort, 
Shade, unperceiv'd, ſo ſoftening into ſhade, 
And all ſo forming ſuch a perfect whole. 
| | | L. 40. 
An, univerſal Hymn ! To Him, ye gales, 
Breathe ſoft ; whoſe ſpirit teaches you to breathe, 
L. 44. 
Fills the brown void with a religious awe. 
L. 56. 


Roll up your incenſe, herbs, and fruits, and flowers, 


In mingled clouds to Him; whoſe ſun elates, 
Whoſe hand perfumes you, and whoſe pencil paints. 


L. 61> 


5. 


8. 
I» 


HFT M N. = 


: ; L. 61 0 4 
Homeward, rejoicing with the joyous moon. 
» Tho : 
While cloud to cloud returns the dreadful hymn, 
L. 75. 
And yet again the golden age returns. 
Wildeſt of creatures, be not filent here; 
But, hymning horrid, let the deſart roar. 
Ye woodlands all, awake: a general ſong 
Burſt from the groves. 


2 — 


L. 80. 


— and thro? the mid-night hour, 

Trilling, prolong the wildly-luſcious note: 

That night, as well as 22 may vouch his praiſe. 
| „84. 

Concourſe of men, to * deep organ join. 


91. 
There let the ſnepherd's flute, the virgin's chaunt. 


96. 


r Ielicious Autumn gleams; 
Or Winter riſes in the reddening eaſt. 

| L. 107. 
Rolls the ſame kindred Seaſons round the world, 
In all apparent, wiſe, and good in all ; 


Since He ſuſtains, and animates the whole, 
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The caſtle hight of indolence, 
And its falſe luxury; 

Where for a little time, alas! 
We liv'd right jollily. 


r 


J. 


Mortal man! who liveſt here by toil, 
| Do not complain of this thy hard eſtate; 
That like an emmet thou mult ever mol, 
Is a ſad ſentence of an ancient date; 
And, certes, there is for it reaſon great; 
For, tho? ſometimes it makes thee weep and wail, 
And curſe thy ftar, and early drudge and late, 
Withouten that would come an heavier bale, 
Looſe life, unruly paſlions, and diſeaſes pale. 
* "of; 
In lowly dale, faſt by a river fide, 
With woody hill o'er hill encompaſs'd round, 
. Aa A moſt 
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A moſt enchanting wizard did abide, 

Than whom a ſiend more fell is no where found, 
It was, I ween, a lovely ſpot of ground ; 
And there a ſeaſon atween June and May, 

Half prankt with ſpring, with ſummer half im- 

brew d, | 
A liſtleſs climate made, where, ſooth to ſay, 
No living wight could work, ne cared even for play, 
Was nought around but images of reft : 
Sleep-ſoothing groves, and quiet lands between; 
And flowery beds, that ſlumbrous influence keſt, 
From poppies breath'd;; and beds of pleaſant 
__ greens 

Where never yet. was creeping creature ſeen. 
Mean time unnumber'd glittering ſtreamlets play'd 
And hurled every where their waters ſheen ; 
That, as they bicker'd through the ſunny glade, 
Tho' reſtleſs ſtill SC a lulling murmur made, 


Join'd to the prattle of the purling rills, 
Were heard the lowing herds along the vale, 
And flocks loud-bleating from the diſtant hills, 
And vacant ſhepherds piping in the dale : 
And now and then ſweet Philomel would wail, 
Or: ſtock-doves plain amid the foreſt deep, 
That drouſy ruſtled to the ſighing gale; 
And ſtill a coil the graſhopper did keep: 

Yet all theſe founds a inclined all to ſleep. 


Full in the paſſage of the vale, above, 
A fable, filent, ſolemn foreſt ſtood ; 
Where nought but ſhadowy forms was ſeen to 
move, 
As Ildlefſs fancy'd in her dreaming mood: 
And up the hills, on either fide, a wood 
Of blackening pines, ay waving to and fro, 
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Sent forth a ſleepy horror thro? the blood ; 
And where this valley winded out, below, 
The murmuring main was heard, and ſcarcely heard, 
co flow. pe 
VI. 
A pleaſing land of drowſy- head it was, 

Ol dreams that wave e the half - ſhut eye: 
And of gay caſtles in the clouds that paſs 
For ever fiuſhing round a ſammer-ſky ;. 
There eke the ſoft delights, that witchingly 
Inſtil a wanton ſweetneſs thro? the breaſt, 

And the calm pleaſures always hover'd nigh ; 
But what c'er ſmack'd of noyance, or unreſt, 
Was far far off expell'd from this delicious neſt. 
| ibs 
The landſcape ſuch, inſpiring perfect eaſe, 
Where INDOLENCE (for ſo the wizard hight) 

| Cloſe-hid his caſtle mid embowering trees, 

', That half ſhut out the beams of Phoebus bright, 
And made a kind of checker'd day and night ; 
Mean-while, unceaſing at the maſly gate, 
Beneaih a ſpacious palm, the wicked wight 
Was plac'd; and to his lute, of cruel fate, 

And labour harſh, complain'd, lamenting man's eſtate. 

3 
Thither continual pilgrims crouded ſtill, 
From all the roads of earth that paſs there by: 
For, as hey chanc'd to breathe on neighbouring 
„ | | 
The fteſhneſs of this valley ſmote their eye, 
And drew them ever and anon more nigh, 
Till cluſtering round th*inchanter falfe they hung, 
Ymolten with his ſyren melody, : 
While o'er the enfeebling lute his hand he flung, 
And to the trembling chords theſe tempting verſes 
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c 


„Hymn their good God, and carol ſweet of love, MW. *© 


* 


IX. 
& Behold ! ye pilgrims of this earth, behold ! 
„See all but man with unearn'd pleaſure gay:; 
See her bri ght robes the butterfly untold, 
*« Broke from her wintry tomb in prime of Aay! 
„% What youthful bride can equal her array ? 
Wo can with her for eaſy pleaſure vic? 
„From mead to mead with gentte wing to ſtray, 
From flower to flower on balimy gales to fly, 
Is all ſhe has to do beneath the radiant ſky, 


X. 
c Behe!d the merry minſtrels of the morn, 
6 The ſwarming ſongſters of the careleſs grove, 
Ten thouſand throats ; that from the flowering 
8 thorn, a 


r Ru © 


4“ Such grateful kindly raptures them emove: 
«© They neither plow nor ſow ; ne, fit for flail, 
% E'er to the barn the nodden ſheaves they drove; 
« Yet theirs each harveſt dancing in the gale, 
Whatever crowns the hill, or files along the yal: 


XL. 


«© Outcaſt of nature, man! the wretched thrall 
« Of bitter-dropping ſweat, of ſweltry pain, 
« Of cares that eat away the heart with gail, 
& And of the vices, an inhuman train, | 
« That all proceed from ſavage thirſt of gain; 4% 
% For when hard- hearted Intereſt firſt began 

& To poiſon earth, A/7rea left the plain; 


& Guile, violence, and murder ſeiz'd on man, < 
And, for ſoft milky fireams, with blood the rivers 6 
ran. 6 

| XII. | 
 & Come, ye, who ſtill the cumbrous load of life i 
„ Puſh hard up hill; but as the fartheſt ſteep : 
& You. truſt to gain, and put an end to ſtrite, = 


„ Dow! 
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« Down thunders back the ſtone with mighty 
© een, | 
& And hurls your labours to the valley deep, 
«& For-ever vain : Come, and, withouten fee, 
« in oblivion will your ſorrows ſteep, 
« Your cares, your toils, will ſteep you in a ſea 
« Of full delight: O come, ye weary wights, to me] 
| CE 
« With me, you need not riſe at early dawn, 
To paſs the joyleſs day in various ſtounds; 
«Or, louting low, on upſtart fortune fawn; 
« And ſell fair honour for ſome paltry pounds; 
« Or thro” the city take your dirty rounds, 
«Fo cheat, and dun, and lye, and viſit pay, 
£ Now flattering bafe, now giving fecret wounds; 
« Or-proul in courts of law for human prey, 
In venal ſenate thieve, or rob on broad highway. 


XIV. 
& No cocks, with me, to ruſtic labour call, 
& From village on to village ſounding clear; 
« To. tardy ſwain, no ſhrill-voie'd matron's ſquall;. 
* No dogs, no babes, no wives, to ſtun your ear; 
No hammers thump; no horrid blackſmith fear, 
„Ne noiſy tradeſman your ſweet ſlumbers ſtart 
«© With ſounds that are a miſery to hear: 
“But all is calm, as would delight the heart. 
« Of Sybarite of old, all nature, and all art. 
SL XV. 
« Here nought but candour reigns, indulgent eaſe, 
& Good-natur'd lounging, ſauntering up and down: 
«They who are pleas'd themſelves muſt always 
„ pleaſe; : | LORE 
&© On others' ways they never ſquint a frown,. 
« Nor heed what haps in hamlet or in town; 
«© Thus, from the ſource of tender indolence, 
wn „With milky blood the heart is overflown, 
| 4 ꝗa 2 3 | 66 19 


v - 
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“Is ſooth'd and ſweeten'd by the ſocial ſenſe; 
For intereſt, envy, pride, and ſtrife are baniſt'd 


“ hence. 
| XVI. 
« What, what is virtue, but repoſe of mind, 
« A pure ethereal calm that knows no ſtorin; 
« Above the reach of wild ambition's wind, 
Above thoſe paſſions that this world deform, . 
And torture man, a poor malignant worm! 
„ But here, inſtead, ſoft gales of paſſion play, 
And gently ſtir the heart, thereby to form 
« A quicker ſenſe of joy; as breezes ſtray 
Acroſs th* enliven'd ſkies, and make them ſtill 


6 more gay. 
XVII. 


4 The beſt of men have ever lov'd repoſe: 

« They hate to mingle in the filthy fray ; 
Where the ſoul ſowrs, and gradual rancour grows 
« Irabitter'd more from peeviſh day to day. 
Even thoſe whom fame has lent her faircit ray, 
© The moſt renown'd of worthy wights of yore; 


From a baſe world at laſt have ſtol'n away: 


«© So SE1P10, to the ſoft Cumean ſhore 
Retiring, taſted joy he never knew before. 
gs XVIII. 

&« But if a little exerciſe you chuſe, 

Some zeſt for eaſe, *tis not forbidden here. 
« Amid the groves you may indulge the mule, 


„Or tend the blooms, and deck the vernal year; 


-. 


«« Or ſoftly ſtealing, with your watry gear, 
« Along the brooks, the crimſon-ſpotted try 
% You may delude: The whilſt, amus'd, you hear 
*« Now the hoarſe ſtream, and nowthezephyr's ſigh, 
Attuned to the . 7 5 woodland melody. 
| DS. | 
O grievous folly ! to heap up eſtate, 
« Loſing the days you ſee beneath the ſun ; 
66 en 
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& When, ſudden, comes blind unrelenting fate, 
&« And gives th' untaſted portion you have won, 
“% With ruthleſs toil, and many a wretch undone, 
& To thoſe who mock you gone to Phuto's reign, 
& There with ſad ghoſtsto pine, and ſhadows dun; 
«© But ſure it is of vanities moſt vain, F 
“To toil for what you here untoiling may obtain.“ 
XX.. ; 
He ceas'd. But ſtill their trembling ears retain'd 
The deep vibrations of his witching ſong ; 
That, by a kind of magic power, conſtrain'd 
To enter in, pell-mell, the liſtening throng. 
Heaps pour'd on heaps, and yet they ſlipt along, 
In filent eaſe : As when beneath the beam 
Of ſuramer-moons, the diſtant woods among, 
Or by ſome flood all ſilver'd with the gleam, 
The ſoft embodied Fays thro? airy portal ſtream: 


| XXI. 

By the ſmooth demon fo it order'd was, 
And here his baneful bounty firſt began; | 
Tho” ſome there were who would no further paſs, 
And his alluring baits ſuſpected han. 
The wiſe diſtruſt the too tair-ſpoken man. 

et thro” the gate they caſt a wiſhful eye; 
Not to move on, perdie, is all they can; 
For do their very beſt they cannot fly, 

But often each way look, and often ſorely ſigh. 


XXII. 


When this the watchful wicked wizard ſaw, 

With ſudden ſpring he leap'd upon them ſtrait; 

And ſoon as touch'd by his unhallow'd pay, 

They found themſelves within the curſed gate; 

Full hard to be repaſs'd, like that of fate. 

Nor ſtronger were of old the giant crew, 

Who ſought to pull high Jove from regal * 55 Z 
: O 
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28 T THE CASTLE 
| Tho? feeble wretch he ſeem'd, of fallow hue : f 
Certes, who bides his Seh p will that encounter rue. 


For whomſoe'er the villain takes in hand, 
Their joints unknit, their ſinews melt apace; 
As lithe they grow as any willow-wand, 
And of their vaniſh'd force remains no trace; 


So when a maiden fair, of modeſt grace, 


In all her buxom blooming May of charms, 
Is ſeized in ſome loſel's hot embrace, 
She waxeth very weakly as ſhe warms, 


Then, ſighing, yields 8 to love's delicious harms, 


XXIV. 

Wak'd by the croud, flow from his bench aroſe 
A comely full-ſpread porter, fwoln with ſleep; 
His calm, broad, thoughtleſs aſpect breath'd repoſe, 
And in ſweet torpor he was- plunged deep, i 
Ne could himſelf from ceaſeleſs yawning keep; 
While o'er his eyes the drowſy liquor ran, 
Thro' which his. half-wak' d ſoul would faintly 

ee 


Peep. | 
Then taking his black ſtaff, he call'd his man, 


And rous'd himſelf as much as rouſe himſelf he can. 


XXV. ey 
The lad leap'd lightly at his maſter's call. 


He was, to weet, a little roguiſh page, 


Save ſleep and play who minded nought at all, 
Like moſt the untaught triplings of his age. 
This boy he kept each band to diſengage, 


Garters and buckles, taſk for him unfit, 


But ill becoming his grave eee 0h 
And which his portly paunch would not permit, 


So this ſame limber page to all performed it. 


KANE: | 
Mean-time, the maſter-porter wide difplay'd 
Great ſtore of caps, of ſlippers, and of gowns ; 


Wherewith he thoſe who enter'd in; array'd, 
89 
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Looſe, as the breeze that plays along the downs, 

And waves the ſummer-woods when evening 
frowns. | 

O fair undreſs, beſt dreſs ! it checks no vein, 

But every flowing limb in pleaſure drowns, 

Os eaſe with grace. This done, ris ht 
ain, TS 

Sir porter ſat him down, and turn'd to ſleep again. 
; „ XXVII. | 

Thus eaſy rob'd, they to the fountain ſped, 

That in the middle of the court up-threw _ 

A ſtream, high ſponting from its liquid bed, 

And falling back again in drizzly dew ; 

There each deep draughts, as deephe thirſted, drew. 

It was a fountain of Nepenthe rare; 

Whence, as Dan HoMER ſings, huge pleaſaunce 
re, | 

And ſweet oblivion. of vile earthly care; 

Fair gladſome waking thoughts, and joyous dreams 

more fair. | 

TT Xx&Vil, 

This rite perform'd, all inly pleas'd and ſtill, 

Withouten tromp, was proclamation made: 

% Ye Sons of Indolence, do what you will; 

„And wander where you lift, thro? hall or glade! 

6 Re no man's pleaſure for another ſtaid; 

Let each as likes him beſt. his hours employ, 

« And curs'd be he who minds his neighbour's 
es trade! | 

Here dwells kind eaſe and unreproving joy: 

6 He little merits bliſs who others can annoy.“ 

XXIX. 

Strait of theſe endleſs numbers, ſwarming round, 

As thick as idle motes in ſunny ray, 

Not one eftſoons in view was to be found, 

But every man ſtroll'd off his own glad way, 

Wade o'er this ample court's blank area, 


With 


— 
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With all the lodges that therete pertain'd, 
No living creature could be ſeen to ſtray; 
While ſolitude and perfect ſilence reign'd; 


So that tothink youdreamt you almoſt was conſtrain'd. 


| XXX. 
As when a ſhepherd of the Hebrid- Iles, 
Plac'd far amid the melancholy main, 
(Whether it be lone, faney him beguiles; 
Or that aerial beings ſometimes deign 
To ſtand, embodied, to our ſenſes plain, ) 
Sees on the naked hill, or valley low, 
The whilſt in ocean Phebus dips his wain, 
A vaſt aſſembly moving to and fro : 


Then all at once in air diſſolves the wondrous ſhow. 


| XXXI. . 

Ye Gods of quiet, and of ſleep profound! 
Whoſe ſoft dominion o'er this caſtle ways, 
And all the widely-ſilent places round, 

Forgive me,.if my trembling pen diſplays. 
What never yct was ſung in mortal lays. 

But how ſhall attempt Fach arduous firing, 

T who bave ſpent my nights and nightly days, 
In this ſoul-deadening place, looſe-loitering? 
Ah! how ſhall I for this uprear my moulted wing ? 


| XXXII. 

Come on, my muſe, nor ſtoop to low deſpair, 
Thou imp of Joe, touch'd by celeſtial fire! 
Thou yet ſhalt ſing of war, and actions fair, 
Which the bold ſons of Britain will inſpire; 
Of ancient bards thou yet ſhalt ſweep the lyre ; 
Thou yet ſhalt trade in tragic pall the ſtage, 
Paint love's enchanting woes, the hero's ire, 
The ſage's calm, the patriot's noble rage, 


Daſhing corruption down thro? every worthleſs age. 


XXXIII. 
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| XXXIII. 

The doors, that knew no ſhrill alarming bell, 
Ne curſed knocker ply*d by villain's hand, 
Self-open'd into halls, where, who can tell » 
What elegance and grandeur wide expand 
The pride of Turkey and of Per/ia land? 
Soft quilts on quilts, on carpets carpets ſpread, 
And couches ſtreteh'd around in ſeemly band; 
And endleſs pillows riſe to prop the head; 
'So that each ſpacious room was one full-ſwelling bed. 

8 XXXIV. 
And every where huge cover'd tables ſtood, 
Withwines high- fla vour'd and rich viands crown'd; 
Whatever ſprightly juiee or taſteful food 
On the green boſom of this earth are found, 
And all old Ocean genders in his round: 
Some hand unſeen theſe ſilently diſplay'd, 
Even undemanded by a ſign or ſound; 
You need but wiſh, and, inſtantly obey*d, 
Fair-rang'd the diſhes roſe, and thick the glaſſes 


lay'd. 
. 
Here freedom reign'd without the leaſt alloy, 
Nor goſſip's tale, nor ancient maiden's gall, 
Nor ſaintly ſpleen durſt murmur at our joy, 
And with envenam'd tongue our pleaſures pall. 
For why? there was but one great rule for all; 
To wit, that each ſhould work his own deſire, 
Ard eat, drink, ſtudy, fleep, as it may fall, 
Or melt the time in love, or wake the lyre, 
And carol what, unbid, the muſes might inſpire. 
XXVI. | 
The rooms with coſtly tapeſtry were hung, 
Where was enwoven many a gentle tale; 
-Such.as of old the rural poet ſung, - 
Or of Arcadian or Scilian vale ; | 
Reclining lovers, in the lonely dale, 
Pour'd 
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The liſtening heart forgot all duties and all cares. 


388 THE CASTLE 


Pour'd forth at large the ſweetly-tortur'd heart; 
Or, ſighing tender paſſion, fwell'd the gale, 
And taught charm'd echo to reſound their ſmart; 


While flocks, woods, ſtreams, around, repoſe and 


peace impart, ; 
XXXVII. 8 


Thoſe pleas' d the moſty where by a cunning hand 


Depainted was the patriarchal age; 
What time Dan Abraham left the Chaldee land, 


And paſtur'd on from verdant ſtage to ſtage, 


Where fields and fountains freſh could beſt engage, 


Toil was not then. Of nothing took they heed, 


But with wild beaſts the filvas war to wage, 
And o'er vaſt plains their herds and flocks to feed: 


Bleſt ſons of nature they! true golden age indeed! 


XXXVIII. 
Sometimes the pencil in cool airy halls, 
Bade the gay bloom of vernal landſcapes riſe, 
Or autumn's varied ſhades imbrown the walls: 


No the black tempeſt ſtrikes the aſhoniſh'd eyes; 


Now down the ſteep the flaſhing torrent flics ; 

The trembling ſun now plays o'er ocean blue, 

And now rude mountains frown amid the ſkics; 

e a Lorrain light touch'd with ſoftening 
ue, 


Or ſavage Ro/a daſh'd, or learned Pouſin drew. 


> @ % 4 + pn 
Each found too here to. tanguiſhment inclin'd, 
Lull'd the weak boſom, and induced calc, 
Aerial muſic in the warbling wind, 
At diſtance riſing oft, by ſmall degrees, 
Nearer and nearer came, till o'er the trees 


It hung, and breath'd ſuch ſoul-diſſolving airs, - 


As did, alas! with ſoft perdition pleaſe : 
Entangled deep in its enchanting inares, 


XC. 


1 
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ö XL. 
A certain mufic, never known before, 
Here lull'd the penſive metancholy mind; 
Full eaſily obtain'd. Behoves no more, 
But ſidelong, to the gently-waving wind, 
To lay the well-tun'd inſtrument reclin'd.; 
From which, with airy flying fingers light, 
Beyond each mortal touc the moſt refin'd, 
The god of winds drew ſounds of deep delight: 
e with juſt cauſe,* The harp of olus it hight, 


. XLI. 
Ah me ! | what hand can touch the ſtring ſo fine? 
Who up the lofty Diapaſan roll 
Such ſweet, ſuch ſad, tuch ſolemn airs: divine, 
Then let them down again into the ſoul ? 
Now riſing love they fann'd: now pleaſing dole 
They breath'd, in tender muſings thro? the heart: 
And now a graver ſacred ſtrain they ſtole, 
As when ſeraphic bands an hymn impart, 
Wild-warbling nature > ee the reach of art 1 
L. 
Such the gay ſplendor, the luxurious ſtate, 
Or Caliphs old, who on the Dygris ſhore 
In mighty Bagdat, populous-and great, 
Held their bright court, where was of ladies e 
And verſe, love, muſic ſtill the garland wore : 
When ſleep was coy, , the bard, in waiting there, 
Chear'd the lone midnight with the Muſe's lore ; 


* This is not an imagination of the author; there 
being, in fact ſuch an inſtrument, called Æolus's harp, 
wh ch, when placed againſt a little ruſhing or current 
of air, produces the effect here deſeribed. | 
. he Arabian Caliphs had poets among the officers 
of their court,whoſe office it was to do what is here 
mentioned, 
Bb Con poſing 
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Compoling muſic bade his dreams be fair, 
And muſic lent new gladneſs to the morning air. 
XLIII. . 
Near the pavilions where we ſlept, ſtill ran 
Soft tinkling ſtreams, and daſhing waters fell, 
And ſobbing breezes ſigh'd, and oft began 
(So work'd the wizzard) wintry ſtorms to ſwell, 
As heaven and earth they would together mell : 
At doors and windows, threatning, ſeem'd to call 
The demons of the tempeſt, growling fell, 
Vet the leaſt entrance found they none at all; 
Whence ſweeter grew our ſleep, ſecure in maſſy hall. 
. XLIV. | 
And hither Morpheus ſent his kindeſt dreams, 
Raiſing a world of gayer tinct and grace; 
O' er which were ſhadowy caſt elyſian gleams, 
That play'd, in waving light, from place to place, 
And hed a roſeate ſmile on Nature's face. 
Not Titian's pencil e'er could ſo array, 
So fleece with clouds the pure ethereal ſpace : 
| Ne could it &'er ſuch melting forms diſplay, 
As looſe on flowery beds all languiſhingly lay, 
| ä ; 
No, fair illuſions ! artful phantoms, no! 
My Muſe will not attempt your fairy-land 
She has no colours that like you can-glow : 
To catch your vivid ſcenes too groſs her hand. 
But ſure it is, was ne' er a ſubtler band | 
Than theſe ſame guileful angel-ſeeming ſprights, 
Who thus in dreams, voluptuous, ſoft and bland, 
Pour all th' Arabian Heaven upon our nights, B 
And bleſs'd them oft beſides with more refin'd de- 


lights. 
. XI. VI. 
They were, in ſooth, a moſt enchanting train, 
- 'Eyen feigning virtue; ſkilful to unite 


with 
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With evil good, and ſtrew with pleaſure pain. 
But bene fiends, whom bloed and broils de- 
ight; N | 
Who burl the wretch, as if to hell outright, | 
Down down black gulfs, where ſullen waters ſleep, 
Or hold him clambering all the fearful night 
On beetling cliffs, or pent in ruins deep; 
They, till due dn ſerve, were bid far hence 
to keep. | 8 | 
Mn. 
Te guardian ſpirits, to whom man is dear, 
From theſe foul demons ſkield the midnight gloom: 
Angeis of fancy and of love, be near, 
And o'er the blank of ſleep diffuſe a bloom; 
Evoke the ſacred ſhades of Greece and Rome, 
And let them virtue with a look impart; *. - 
But chief, a while, O! lend us from the tomb 
Thoſe long loſt friends for whom in love we 
ſſmart, | | | a | 
And fill with pious awe and joy-mixt woe the heart. 
| | / XLVIH., = | 
Or are you ſportive Bid the morn of youth 
Rife to new light, and beam afreſh the days 
Of innocence, ſimplicity, and truth; 4 
To cares eftrang*d, and manhood's thorny ways. 1 
What tranſport, to retrace our boyiſh plays, ö; 
Our caſy bliſs, when each thing joy ſupply'd ; 
The woods, the mountains, and the. warbling 
_ maze x 
Of the wild brooks !--But, fondly wandering wide, 
My Muſe, reſume the taſk that yet doth thee abide. 
| To r | 
One great amuſement of our houſchold' was, 
In a huge cryſtal magic globe to ipy, 
Still as you turn'd it, all things that do paſs 
Upon this ant-hill earth; where conſtantly 


B. b 2 Of 


n 


＋ — — , = 


— 


8 a 


e . lng 1 a es EG +. 
* be * — ww — rtit AdE. 
* ©. d 


293 THE CASTLE 


Of idly-buſy men the reſtleſs fry 
Run buſtling to and fro with fooliſh hafte, 
In fearch of pleaſures vain that fro: them fly, 
Or which obtain'd the caitifis dare not taſte : 
When nothing is enjoy'd, can there be greater waſte ? 
o vanity the mirror —This was ca}l'd. 
Here you a muckworm ef the town might ſee, 
At his dull deſk; amid his legers ſtall'd, 
Eat up with carking care and penury; 
Moſt like to carcaſe parch'd on gallow-tree. 
A penny Javed is a penny gete © | 
Firm to this icoundrel maxim keepeth he, 
Ne of its rigour will he bate a jot, 
Tl it has queneh'd his fire, and baniſhed his pot, 
| | LI. 


Strait from the filth of this low grub, behold ! 

Comes fluttering forth a gaudy a their, 

All gloſſy gay, enamel'd all with gold, 

The ſilly tenant of the ſummers air, 

In folly loſt, of nothing takes he care; 

Pimps, law yers, ſtewards, harlots, flatterers vile, 

And thieving tradeſmen him among them ſhare; 

His father's ghoſt from limbo- lake, the while 
Sces this, which more damnation doth upon him pile. 


This globe pourtray'd the race of learned men, 
Still at their books, and turning o'er the Sasch 
| Backwards and forwards: Oft they ſnatch the 


3 | 

As if inſpir'd, and in a Theſp:an rage; 

Then write, and blot, as would your ruth engage. 

Why, Authors, all this crawl and ſcribbling fore ! 

To loſe the preſent, gain the future age, 
8 | Praifed: 
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Praiſed to be when you can hear no more, a 
And much enrich'd with fame when uſeleſs worldly. 


ſtore. | 

£5 LIII. | 
Then would a ſplendid city riſe to view, 
With carts, and cars, and eoaches roaring all: 
Wide-pour'd abroad behold the giddy crew; 
See how they daſh along from wall to wall ! 
At every door, hark how they thundering call ! 
Good Lord! what can this giddy rout excite ? 
Why, on each other with fell tooth to fall ; 
A neighbour's fortune, fame, or peace, to blight, 


And make new tireſome parties for the coming night. 


ä 6 LIV. 
The puzzling ſons of party next zppear'd, 
In dark cabals and nightly juntos met; 


And now they whiſper'dclote, now ſhruggingrear d 


Th' import ant ſhoulder; then, as if to get 
New light, their twinkling eyes were inward ſet. 
No ſooner * Zucifer recalls affairs, 

Than forth they various ruſh in mighty fret; 

When lo! puſh'd up to pow'r, and crown'd their 
cares, b | 

In comes another ſet, and kicketh them down ſtairss- 
355 i: 
But what moſt ſhew'd the vanity of life,. 

Was to behold the nations-all on fire, 

In cruel broils engag'd, and deadly ſtrife: 
Moſt Chriſtian kings, inſlam'd by black deſire, 
With honourable ruffians in their hire, - 

Cauſe war to rage, and blood around to pour: 
Of this ſad work when each begins to tire, 
Then ſit them down juſt where they were beſore, 


Till for new ſcenes of wo peace ſhall their force reſtore. 
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| | r 

To number up the thouſands dwelling here 

An ufeleſs were, and eke an endleſs taſk ; 

From kings, and thoſe who at the helm appear, 
To gipſies brown in ſummer-glades who baſk, 
Yea many a man perdie I could unmaſk, 
Whoſe defk and table make a ſolemn ſhow, 
With tape-ty*d traſh, and ſuits of fools that aſk 


For place or penſion laid in decent row ; 


But theſe I paſſen by, with nameleſs numbers moe. 


LVII. 
Of all the gentle tenants of the place, 


There was a man of ſpecial grave remark: 


A certain tender gloom o'erſpread his face, 


Penſive not fad, in thought involv'd not dark, 


As ſoot this man cou'd fing as morning-lark, 
And teach the nobleſt morals of the heart: 
But theſe his talents were yburied ſtark ; 


Ot the fine ſtores he nothing would impart, 


Which or boon nature gave, or nature-painting art; | 


| . 
To noon-tide ſhades incontinent he ran, 
Where purls the brook with fleep-inviting ſound; 
Or when Dan o/ to flope bis wheels began, 
Amid the broom. he baſk'd him on the ground, 
Where the wild thyme and camomoil are found: 
There would he linger, till the lateſt ray 
Of light ſat trembling on the welkin's bound; 
Then homeward thro” the twilight ſhadows ſtray, 
Sauntering and ſlow. So had he paſſed many a day. 

LIX. | 


Vet not in thoughtleſs lumber were they _ 5 


For oft the heavenly fire that lay conceal” 
Beneath the ſleeping embers mounted faſt,. 
And all its native light anew reveaPd ; 
Oft as he travers'd the cerulean field, 

| And 
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I in this nook of quiet bells had ever been. 


OFINDOLENCE 95 


And markt the clouds that drove before the wind, 
Ten thouſand glorious ſyſtems would he build, 
Ten thouſand great ideas fill'd his mind; 


But with the clouds they fled, and left no trace behind. 


| LX. a 
With him was ſometimes join'd, in ſilent walk, 
(Profoundly ſilent, for they never ſpoke) 
One ſhyer flill, who quite deteſted talk: 
Ott, ſtung by ſpleen, at once away he broke, 
To groves of pine, and broad o'erſhading oak; 
There, inly thrill'd, he wander'd all alone, 
And on himſelf his penſive fury wroke ; 
Ne never utter'd word, ſave when firſt ſhone 


The glittering ſtar of eve“ Thank heaven the day 


«6 18 done.“ Ps 


LXI. | 


Here lurk'd a wretch, who had not crept abroad 


For forty years, ne face of mortal ſeen; 

In chamber brooding like a- loathly toad: 

And ſure his linen was not very clean. 

Thro” ſecret loop-holes, that had practis'd been 


Near to his bed, his dinner vile he took; 
Unkempt, and rough, of®ſqualid face and mien, 

Our Caſtle's ſhame ! whence, from his filthy nook, 
We drove the villain out for fitter lair to loox. 


4 * 4 J 


One day there chanc'd into theſe - Wy to rove 


A joyous youth, who took you at firſt ſight ; 


Him the wild wave of pleafure hither drove, 


Before the ſprightly tempeſt toſſing light: 


Certes, he was a moſt engaging wight, 


Of ſocial glee, and wit humane tho' keen, 
Turning the night to day and day to night: 
For him the merry bells had rung, I ween, 


LXIII. 
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| LXIII. | 
But not even pleaſure to exceſs is good: 
8 moſt elates then ſinks the 8 as low: 
When ſpring-tide joy pours in with copious flood, 
The higher Nil W billows low, x E 
The farther back again they flagging go, 
And leave us grovelling on the dreary ſhore, 
- Tavght by this ſon of Joys we found it ſo; 


Who, whilſt he ſtaid, he kept in gay uproar 
Our madden'd caftle all, thabode of ſheep no more. 
„„ | 
As when in prime of June a burniſh'd fly, 


Sprung from the meads, o'erwhich he ſweeps along, 
Chear'd by the breathing bloom and vital ſky, 
Tunes up amid theſe airy. hal's his fong, 
Soothing at firſt the gay repoſing throng. | . 
And oft he fips their-bowl; or nearly drown'd, 
He, thence recovering, drives their beds among, 
And ſcares theirtenderſteep, with trump profound; 
Then out again he flies, to wing his mazy round. 
5 LXV. 
Another gueſt there was, of ſenſe refin'd, 
Who felt each worth, for every worth he had; 
| Serene, yet warm; humane, yet firm his mind; 
As little touch'd as any man's with bad: 
Him thro' their inmoſt walks the muſes led, 
To him the ſacred love of nature lent, 
And ſometimes would he make our valley glad ; 
Whenas we found he would not here he pent, 
To him the better ſort this-friendly meſſage ſent. 


| | „„ EI. 
« Come, dwell with 


= am Wed tw, Y ww a "-*% - 


„ 


us! true ſon of virtue, come! 
Rut if, alas ! we cannot thee perſuade, 

To lie content beneath our peaceful dome, 
Ne ever more to quit our quiet glade; 4 
_ «Yet when at laſt thy toils but ill apaid + 3 krie 


_ 
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& Shall dead thy fire, and damp its heavenly ſpark, 
„Thou wilt be glad to ſeek the rural ſhade, 
«here to indulge the muſe, and nature mark : 

. We then a lodge for thee will rear in HAGLEY- 
66 Park.” | 


LXVII. 

Here whilom ligg'd th' Es opus of the age *; 

But call'd by fame, in ſoul ypricked deep, | 
„A noble 3 reſtor*d him to the ſt age, 
And rous'd him like a gyant from his ſleep, 
Even from his flumbers we advantage reap: "i 
With double force th” efliven'd ſcene he wakes, 4 
Yet quits not nature's bounds. He knows to keep- 'f 
Each due decorum : Now the heart he ſhakes, 
And now with well-urg'd ſenſe th” enlighten'd bh 

judgment takes. „„ * 


| PR Sod gg: = % 8 + | 
A bard here dwelt, more fat than bard beſeems T; 
Who, void of envy, guile, and luſt of gain, | 
On virtue {12}, and nature's pleaſing themes, 1 
Pour'd forth his unpremeditated ſtrain: I 
The world forſaking with a calm diſdain, _. | ? 
Here laugh'd he careleſs in his eaſy ſeat; bil: 
Here quaff*d encircled with the joyous train, | 1 
Oft moralizing ſage: His ditty ſweet | 14 
He loathed much to write, ne cared to repeat. jt 


13 LXIX. 
Full oft by holy feet our ground was trod, 
Of clerks good plenty here you mote eſpy; 


1 A little, round, fat oily man of God, 
Was one I chicfly mark'd among the fry: 
Mr Quin. T This Stanza was written by a2 
riend of the Aiit har. 1. 
iy | . 
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And court the vapoury god ſoftbreathing inthe wind, 
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He had a roguiſh twinkle in his eye, 

And ſhone all glittering with ungodly dew, 

If a tight damſel chaunc'd to trippen by; 
Which when obſeryv'd, he Drone into 18 mew, 
And ſtrait would recollect his piety anew. 


LXX. 5 
Nor be forget a tribe, who minded nought 
(Old inmates of the . r. ſtate- affairs: 
They look'd, perdie, as if. they deeply thought; 
And on their brow fat every nation's cares. : 
The world by them is parcel'd out in fhares, 
When in the Hall of Smoak they congreſs hold, 
And the“ verry ſun-burnt Mocha bears 


Hasetcar ©. 15 zinward eye: Then, ſmoak- enroll'd, 
N cak 


Their oracles forth-myſterious as of. old. 
. | LXXI. _— 
Here languid beauty kept her pale-fac'd court: 
Bevies ot dainty dames, of high degree, 
From every quarter hither made reſort ;- 
Where, from groſs mortal care and buſineſs free, 
They lay, pour'd out in eaſe and luxury. 
Or ſhould they a vain ſhew of work aſſume, 
- Alas ! and well-a-day ! what can it be ? 
To knot, to twiſt, to range the vernal bloom; 


But far is cail the diſtaff, ſpinning-wheel, and loom. 


LXXII. 

Their only labour was to kill the time; 

And labour dire it is, and weary woe. 

They ſit, they loll, turn o'er ſome idle rhyme; 

Then riſing ſudden, to the glaſs they go, 

Or ſaunter forth, with tottering Rep and ſlow: 

This ſoon too rude an exerciſe they find; 
Strait on the couch their limbs again they throw, 

Where hours on hours they ſighing lie reclin'd, 
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Now muſt I mark the villainy we found, 


But ah! too late, and ſhall eftſoons be ſhewn. 


A place here was, deep, dreary, under ground ; 
here ſtill our inmates, when unpleafing grown, 

Diſeas'd, and loathſome, privily were thrown, 

Far from the light of heaven, they languiſh'd there, 


'Unpity*d uttering many a bitter groan; 


For of theſe wretches taken was no care: - 


Tierce fiends, and hags of hell, their only nurſes were. 


LXXIV. | 7 
from ſcenes of joy and reſt, 
To this dark den, where ſickneſs tols'd alway. 


Here Let hargy, with deadly ſleep oppreſt, 


Stretch'd on his back, a mighty lubbard, lay, 
Heaving his ſides, and ſnored night and day; 
To ſtir him from his trance it was not eath, 
And his half-open'd eyne he ſhut ſtraitway: 
He led, I wot, the ſofteſt way to death, 


And taught withouten pain and ſtrife to yield the 


breath. | 
| ws ILXXV. = 
Of limbs enormous, but withal unſound, 
Soft-ſwoln and pale, here lay the Hydropſy ; . 
Unwieldly-man ; with belly monſtrous round, 
For ever fed with watery ſupply; | 
For {till he drank, and yet he All was dry. 
And myping here did Hypochondria fit, 
Mother of ſpleen, in robes of various dye, 
Who vexed was full oft with ugly fit; 


And ſome her frantic deem'd, and ſome her deem'd 


| | LXXVI. 

A lad E ud ſhe was, of ancient blood, 
Vet oft her fear her pride made crouchen low 
She felt, or fancy'd in her fluttering mood, 
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All the diſeaſes which the ſpittles know, 
And ſought all phyſic which the ſhops beſtow, 


And ſtill new- leaches and new- drugs would try, | 


Her humour ever wavering to and fro; 
For ſometimes ſhe would —_ ,and ſometimes cry, 
Then fudden waxed wroth, andallſhe knew not why, 
| — 


LXXVII. x, 
Faſt by her ſide a liſtleſs maiden-pin'd, 
With aching head, and ſquearnifh heart-burnings; 
Pale, bloated, cold, ſhe ſeem'd to hate mankind, 
Vet lov'd in ſecret all forbidden things. 
And here the Tertian ſhakes his chilling wings; 
The ſleepleſs Gout here counts the crowing cocks, 
A wolf now gnaws him, now aſerpent ftings; 
Whilſt Apoplexy cramm'd intemperance knocks 
Down to the ground at once, as butcher felleth ox. 


3 


1 


CANTO 1. 


The knight of arts and induſtry, 
And his achievements fair; 
That, by his Caſtle's overthrow, 
Secur'd, and crowned were. 
| "2; apr the caſtle of the fire of ſin, 
Ah! where ſnall I fo ſweet a dwelling find? 
For all around, without, an d all within, 
Nothing ſave what delightful was and kind, 4 
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Of goodneſs ſavouring and a tender mind, 
| E'er roſe to view. But now another ſtrain, 
'p Ot doleful note, alas! remains behind: 
I now muſt ſing of pleaſure turn'd to pain, 
y, And of the falſe enchanter INnDoLENCE complain. 


a x $i 
Is there no patron to protect the muſe, | 
: And fence for her Parnaſſus* barren foil? - 
3 Ta every labour its reward accrues, _ 
7 And they are ſure of bread who ſwink and moil : 
: But a fell tribe 4onian hive deſpoil, 
N As ruthleſs waſps oft rob the painful bee: 
7 Thus while the laws not guard that nobleſt toil, 
Ne for the muſes other meed decree, 
They praiſed are alone, and ſtarve right merrily. 


I care not, fortune, what you me deny: 
Lou cannot rob me of free nature's grace; 
You cannot ſhut the windows. of the ſky, | 
Thro* which Aurora ſhews her brightening face; 
» You caanot bar my conſtant feet to trace 
The woods and lawns, by living ſtream, at eve: 
Let health my nerves and finer fibres brace, 
And I their toys to the great Children leave 
Of fancy, reaſon, virtue, nought can me bereave. 


| | IV. 3 
Come then, my muſe, and raiſe a bolder ſong; 
Come, lig no more upon the bed of ſloth, 
Dragging the lazy languid line along, 
Fond to begin, but ſtill to finiſh loth, 
Thy kalf-writ ſcrolls all eaten by the moth: 
Ariſe, and ſing that generous imp of fame, 
Who with the ſons of ſoftneſs nobly wroth, 
of _ To ſweep away this human lumber came, 
Or in a choſen few to rouſe the lumbering flame. 
. Cc | In 
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5 V. | 
In Fairy Land there liv'd a knight of old, 
Of feature ſtern Solvagęgio well yclep'd, 
A rough unpoliſh*d man, robuſt and bold, 
But wond'rous poor: He neither ſow'd nor reap'4, 
Ne ſtores in ſummer for cold winter heap'd : 
In hunting all his days away-he wore; 
Now ſcorch*d by Fune, now in November ſteep'd, 
Now pinch'd by biting January ſore, 
He till in woods purſu'd * libbard and the boar. 


As he one morning, long before the dawn, 

Prick'd thro? the foreſt to diſlodge his prey, 

— 5 in the winding boſom of a lawn, 

With wood wild-fring'd, he mark'd a taper's ray, 

That from the beating rain, and wintry tray, 

Did to a lonely cott his ſteps decoy ; 

There, up to earn the needments of the day, 

He found dame Poverty, nor fair nor coy : 

Her he compreſs'd, and * her with a luſty boy. 

Amid the green- wood ſhade this boy was bred, 

And grew at laſt a knight of muchel fame, 

Of active mind and vigorous luſtyhed, 

THE KNIGHT OF ARTS AND INDUSTRY by name. 

Earth was his bed, the boughs his roof did frame; 

He knew no beverage but.the flowing ſtream ; 

His taſteful well-carn'd. food the ſylvan game, 

Or the brown fruit with which the -wood-lands 

teem 2: = 

The fame to him glad „ ee breme. 

So paſs'd his youthly morning, void of care, 

Wild as the colts that through the commons run: 

For him no tender parents troubled were, 

He of the foreſt ſeem'd to be the ſon, 

And certes had been utterly. undone ; 5 
| | Bu 
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But that Minerva pity of him took, 
With all the gods that love the rural wonne, 
That teach to tame the foil and rule the crook ; 


Ne did the ſacred nine diſdain a gentle look. 


IX. 


Of fertile genius him they nurtur'd well, 


In every icience, and in every art, 
By which mankind the thoughtleſs brutes excel 
That can or uſe, or joy, or grace impart, . _ 
Diſcloſing all the powers of head and heart: 
Ne were the goodly exerciſes ſpar d, 

That brace the n-rves, or make the limbs alert, 
And mix elaſtic force with firmneſs hard: 


Was never knight on ground mote be with him com- 


par'd. 
is — 

Sometimes, with early morn, he mounted gay 
The hunter-fteed, exulting o'er the dale, 
And drew the roſeate breath of orient day; 
Sometimes, retiring to the ſecret vale, | 
Y<lad in Reel, and bright with burniſh'd mail, 
He ftrain'd the bow, or tofs*d the founding ſpear, 
Or darting on the goal outſtrip'd the gale, 
Or wheel'd the chariot in its mid-career, 


Or ſtrenuous wrefiled hard with many a tough com 


Peer. 
XI. 


At other times he pry'd through Nature's ſtore, 
Whate' er ſhe in th' etherial round contains, 
Whate?er ſhe hides beneath her verdant floor, 

Phe vegetable and the mineral reigns; 

Or elſe he feann'd the Globe, thoſe ſmall domains, 
Where reſtleſs mortals ſuch a turmoil keep, 

Its feas, its floods, its mountains, and its plams; 


But more he ſearch'd the mind, and rons'd from 


ſleep 


Thoſe moral ſeeds whence we heroic actions reap. 


C.c 2- XII. 


_. TBS nere 


XII. 


Nor would he ſcorn to ſtoop from high purſuits 
Of heavenly truth, and practife what ſhe taught, 
Vair 1s the tree of knowledge without fruits. 1 


Sometimes in hand the ſpade or plough he caught, 

Forth-calling all with which boon earth is fravght; 

Sometimes he ply'd the ſtrong mechanic tool, 

Or rear'd the fabric from the fineſt draught ; 

And oft he put himſelf to Neptune's ſchool, 
Fighting with winds and waves on the vext ocean. 


ool. 
4 XIII. 


Io ſolace then theſe rougher toils, he try'd 
To touch the kindling canvas into life; 

With nature his creating pencil vy'd, 

With nature joyous at the mimio ſtrife: 

Or, to ſuch ſhapes as grac'd Pygmalion's wife 

He hew'd the marble; or, with varied fire, 

He rous'd the trumpet and the martial fife, 

Or bade the lute ſweet tenderneſs inſpire, 

Or verſes fram'd that well might wake Apollo's lyre; 


2 


XIV. 
Accompliſh'd thus he from the woods iſſu'd, 
Full of great aims, and bent on bold emprize ; 
The work, which long he in his breaſt had brew'd, 
No to perform he ardent did deviſe; 
To wit, a barbarous world to civilize. 
Earth was till then a boundleſs foreſt wild; 
NouFht to be ſeen but ſavage wood and ſkies ; 
No cities nouriſh'd arts, no culture ſmil'd, 
No government, no laws, no gentle manners mild. 


p 5 
A rugged wight, the worſt of brutes, was man; 
On his own wretched kind he, ruthleſs, prey'd; 
The ſtrongeſt ſtill the weakeſt over-ran ; 2] 
Ig every country mighty robbers ſway'd, 2 
| | : 
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And guile and ruffian force were all their trade, 
Life was a ſcene of rapine, want, and woe; 
Which this brave knight, in noble anger, made 
To ſwear, he would the-raſcal rout o'erthrow, 


For, by the powers divine, it ſhould'no more he fo! 


. . 
It would exceed the purport of my ſong, 
To ſay how this 56% Sun, from orient climes 
Came beaming life and beauty all along, 
Before him chaſing indolence and crimes. - 
Still as he paſs'd, the nations he ſublimes, 
And calls forth arts and virtues with his ray: 
Then Egypt, Greece, and Rome their golden times 
Succeſſive, had: but now in ruins grey 


They lie, to laviſh floth and tyranny -a prey. 


| | XVII. | 
To crown his toils, Sir Induftry-then'ſpread . 
The ſwelling fail, and made for Britain's coaſt. 
A ſylvan life till then the natives led, 

In the brown ſhades and green-wood foreſt loſt, 
All carcleſs rambling where it-lik*d them moſt : / 
Their wealth the wild-deer bouncing thro? theglade; 

They lodg'd at large, and liv'd at Nature's coſt; 
Save ſpear, and bow, withouten other aid; 
Yet not the Roman ſteel their naked breaſt diſmay' d- 
; XVIII. 
He lik' d' the Toil, he lik'd the clement ſkies, 
He lik'd the verdant hills and flowery plains; : 
Be this my great, my choſen iſle (he cries) 
This, whilſt my labours Liberty ſuſtains; . 
This queen of ocean all aſſault diſdains. 
Nor lik'd he leſs the genius of the land, 
To freedom apt and perſevering pams, 
Mild to obey, and generous to command, 
 Temper'd by forming Heaven with kindeſt firmeſt 


aal. | 
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42 XIX. 
Here, by degrees, his maſter-work aroſe, 
Whatever arts and induſtry can frame: 
Whatever finiſh'd Agriculture knows, 
Fair queen of arts! from heaven itſelf who came, 
When Eden flouriſh'd in unſpotted fame: 
And ſtill with her ſweet innocence we find, 
And tender peace, and joys without a name, 
That, while they raviſh, tranquillize the mind: 
Nature and Art at once, Delight and Uſe combin'd. 

5 


Then towns he quicken'd by mechanic arts, 

And bade the fervent city glow with toil ; 

Bade ſocial commerce raiſe renowned marts, 

Join land to land, and marry foil to ſoil, 

Unite the poles, and without bloody ſpoil 

Bring home, of either Ind, the gorgeous ſtores : 

Or, ſhould deſpotic rage the world cmbroil, 
ade tyrants tremble on remoteſt ſhores, 

While ofer th? incircling deep Britannia's thunder: 


roars... N 

. XXI. | 
The drooping muſes then he weſtward call'd, 
From the fam'd city by“ Propontic ſea, 
What time the Tur th? enfeebled Grecian thrall'd; 
'  Thencefrom their cloifter*d walks he ſet them free, | 
And brought them to another Ca/talze, 
Where Js many a famous nourfling breeds; 
Or where old Cam ſoft-paces o'er the lea 
In penſi ve meod, and tunes his Doric reeds, 
The whilſt his flocks at large the lonely ſhepherd 


feds. | 
TS. --- | | 
Yet the fine arts were what he finiſh'd leaſt, 


For why ? They are the quinteſſence of all, * 


* Conſtantinople. 


le 
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The growth of labouring time, and flow increaſt : 

Unleſs, as feldom chances, it ſhould fall, 

That mighty patrons the coy liſters call 

Up to the ſun-ſhine of uncumber'd eaſe, 

Where no rude care the mountain thought may 
thrall;: | | 

And where they nothing have to do but pleaſe : 


Ah! gracious God! thou know'ſtthey aſkno other fees. 


But now, alas! we live too late in time: | 
Our patrons now even grudge tbat little claim, 


Except to ſuch as ſleek the ſoothing rhyme ; 


And yet, forſooth, they wear Mzcenas* name, 
Poor ſens of puft-up vanity, not fame. 
Unbroken ſpirits, chear ! ſtill, ſill remains 


_ Th Eternal Patron, Liberty; whoſe flame 


While ſhe protects, inſpires the nobleſt ſtraits, 


The beſt, and ſweeteſt far, are toil· created gains. 


ee —_— XXIV. | 
Whenas the knight had fram'd, in Britain-Land, 
A matchleſs form of glorious government, 

In which the ſovereign laws alone command, 


Laus ſtabliſh'd by the public free sonſent, 


Whoſe majeſty is to the ſceptre lent; 

When this great plan, with each dependent art, 
Was ſettled firm, and to his heart's content, 
Then ſought he from the toilfome ſcene to part, 


And let life's vacant eve breathe quiet thro' the heart. 


ES 42 | 
For this he choſe a farm in Deva's vale, 


Where his long alleys peep'd upon the main. 


In his calm ſeat he drew the healthful gale, 
Here mix'd the chief, the patriot, and the ſwain. 


*The happy monarch of his ſylyan train, 
Here, ſided by the guardians of the fold, 


He walk'd his rounds, and chear'd his bleſt on 
WT”; : | is 


— —— 


* — 
r n 
— 
” 


_n IS re in SO eres from Se OS TEES 
* * — 


1 — * 
err i . _ * 23 by 


308 FF 


His days, the days of unſtain'd nature, roll'd, 

Replete with peace and Joy! like patriarchs of old. 
| XVI. | 

Witneſs, ye lowing herds; who gave him milk : 
Witneſs, ye flocks, whoſe woolly veſtments far 

Exceed ſoft Iadia's cotton, or her falk ; 

Witneſs, with autumn charg*d, the nodding car, 
That homeward came beneath ſweet evening's ſtar, . 
Or of September- moons the radiance mild. 

O hide thy head, abominable war! 

Of crimes and ruffian idleneſs the child! 


From heaven this life yſprung, from hell thy glories 


vild! | 2 
: XXVII. 
Nor from his deep retirement baniſh'd was 
Th' amuſing care of rural induftry. 
Stif, as with grateful change the ſeaſons pafs, 
New ſcenes ariſe, new landicapes ſtrike the cye, 
And all th' enliven'd country beautify: | 
Gay plains extend where marſhes flept before; 
O'er recent meads th* exult ing ſtreamlets fly; 
Dark frowning heaths growbright with Ceres' ſtore, 
And woods imbrown the ſteep, or wave along the 


More. | 
XVI | 
As nearer to his farm you made approach, 
He poliſh*d Nature with a finer hand: 
Yet on her beauties durſt not art incroach ; : 
Tiis art's alone theſe beauties to expand. 
In graceful dance immingled, o'er the land, 
Han, Pals, Flora, and Pemona-play'd-; 
Here too briſk gales the rude wild common fan'd 
An happy place; where free, and unafraid, 
Amid the flowering war coyer creature ſtray d. 
25 ; A.. 


' But in prime vigour what can laſt for ay: : 
That ſoul-cnfecbling wizard Indolence, 
_ I I'whilom' 
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. T whilom ſung, wrought in his works decay: 
Spread far and wide was His curs'd influence; 
Of public virtue much he dull'd the ſenſe; 

Even much of private; eat our ſpirit out, 

And fed our rank luxurious vices: Whence 

The land was overlaid with many a lout ; 

Nat, as old fame reports, wiſe, generous, bold, and 


ſtout. 
XXX. 
A rage of pleaſure madden'd every breaſt, 
Down to the loweft lees the ferment ran: 
To his licentious with each mult be bleſt, 
With joy be fever'd ; ſnatch it as he can. 
Thus Vice the ſtandard rear'd; her arrier-ban 
Corruption call'd, and loud the gave the word, 
„Mind, mind yourſelves! why fhould the vulgar 
«© man, 
& Thelacquey, be more virtuous than his lord? 
& Enjoy this ſpan of life! *tis all the gods afford.“ 
VF | 
The tidings reach*d to where, in quiet hall, 
The good old knight enjoy'd well-earn'd repoſe. 
6 Come, come, Sir Knight! thy children on thee. 
c call: — : 

« Come, ſave us yet, ere ruin round us cloſe! 
© The-demon. Indolence thy toils o'erthrows.” 
On this the noble colour ſtain'd his cheeks, 
Indignant, glowing through the whitening ſnows 
Of venerable eld; his eye full-ſpeaks | 
His ardent foul, and from his couch at once he breaks. 
3 XXXII. | 
& will, (he of hn, ſo help me, God ! deſtroy 

„ That villain Archimage.” —His page then ſtrait 
He to him call'd, a fiery-footed boy, * 
Benempt Diſpatchb. My ſteed be at the gate; 
My bard attend; quick, bring the net of fate.“ 
This net was twiſted by the ſiſters three; 

Ee. Which 
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Which when onee caſt o'er harden'd wretch, tos 


late pet 
Repentance comes: Replevy cannot be 
From the ſtrong iron graſp of vengeful deſtiny. 
XXXIII. #0) 
| He came, the bard, a little druid-wight, 
8 Ot withered aſpect; but his eye was keen, 
With ſweetneſs mix'd.. In ruſſet brown bedight; 
And as bis “ fiſter of the copſes green, 
He crept along, unpromiſing of mien. 
Groſs he who judges ſo. His ſoul was fair, 
Bright as the children of yon azure ſheen. 
True comelineſs, whick nothing can impair, 
Dwells in the mind: All elſe is vanity and glare. 
XXXIV. - 
Come, (quoth the Knight). a voice has reach'd 
mine ear; 
The demon Indolence threats overthrow 
To all that to mankind is good and dear: 
Come, Philomelus; let us inſtant go, 
O' erturn his bowers, and lay his caſtle low. 
3 men, thoſe wretched men! who gbzi be 
ves, 8 | 
Muſt drink a bitter wrathful cup of woe: 
But ſome there be, thy ſong, as from their graves, 
Shall riſe. Thrice happy he ! who without rigour 
„ 5 | 
| XXXV. 
Iſſuing forth, the knight beſtrode his ſteed, 
Of ardent bay, and on whoſe front a ſtar 
Shone blazing bright; ſprung from the generous 
breed, | | 
That whirl of active day the rapid car, 
He pranc'd along, diſdaining gate or bar. 
Mean-time, the bard'on milk-white palfrey _ 
| | | * 
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An honeſt ſober beaſt, that did not mar 
His meditations, but full ſoftly trode: 


And much they moraliz'd as thus yfere they yode. | 


XXXVI. : 
They talk'd of virtue, and of human bliſs. 
What elfe fo fit for man to ſettle well? 
And ftill their long reſearches met in this, 
This Truth of Truths, which nothing can refell: 
From virtue's fount the pureſt joys out-well, 


e Sweet rills of thought that chear the conſcious 


ſoul; 
66 e pours forth the troubled ſtreams of 
4 The which, howeꝰ er diſguis'd, at laſt with dole 


e Will thro? the tortur*dbreaſttheir fiery torrent roll,” 


At length it dawn'd, that fatal valley gay, 


O'er which high wood-crown'd hills their ſummits 


rear. | | | | 
On the cool height a-while our palmers ſtay, 
And ſpite even of themſelves their ſenſes cheer ; 
Then to the wizard's wonne their ſteps they ſteer, 
Like a green iſle, it broad beneath them ſpread, 
With gardens round, andwandering currents clear, 
And tufted groves to ſhade the meadow-bed, 
| Bwectairs andſong; and withouthurry all ſeem*dglad. 
| | XXXVIII. 
6 As God ſnall judge me, knight, we muſt forgive 
(The half-enraptur'd Philomelus cry d) 
« The frail good man deluded here to live, 
% And in theſe groves his muſing fancy hide. 
&« Ah! nought is pure. It cannot be deny'd, 
6 That virtue ſtill ſome tincture has of vice, 
& And vice of virtue. What ſhould then betide, 
But that our charity be not too nice? _ 
Come, let us thoſe we can to real bliſs entice. 


XXXIX. 


-” | 
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& Ay, ſicker, (quoth the knight) all fleſh is frail, 
4 To pleaſant ſin and joyous dalliance bent; 
4 But let not brutiſh vice of this avail, : 
6 And think to *ſcape deſerved puniſhment : 
% Fyftice were cruel weakly to relent; 
& From Mercy's {elf ſhe got her ſacred glaive : 
6 Grace be to thoſe who can and will repent ; 
«© But penance long, and dreary, to the ſlave, 
Who muſt in floods of fire his groſs foul ſpirit lave.“ 


. $ 4 # 
Thus, holding high diſcourſe, they came to where 
The curſed carle was at his wonted trade; 
Still tempting heedleſs men into his ſnare, I 
In witching wiſe, as I before have ſaid. 
But when he ſaw in godly geer array'd, 
The grave majeſtic knight approaching nigh, 
And by his ſide the bard ſo ſage and ſtaid, 
His count'nance fell; yet oft his anxious eye 
Mark'd them, like wily fox who rooſted cock doth ſpy. 
XLI . 
' -Nathileſs, with feign'd reſpect, he bade give back 
The rabble-rout, and welcom'd them full kind; 
Struck with the noble twain, they were not ſlack 
His orders to obey, and fall behind. » 
Then he reſum'd his ſong; and unconfin*d, 
Pour'd all his muſic, ran through all his ſtrings: 
With magic duſt their eyne he tries to blind, 
And virtue's tender airs o'er weakneſs flings. 
What pity baſe his ſong who Io divinely ſings! 
| 3 | 
Elate in thought he counted them his own, 
They liſten'd fo intent with fix d delight: 
But they inſtead, as if tranſmew'd to ſtone, 
Marvel'd he could with ſuch ſweet art unite 
The lights and ſhades of manners, wrong and right. 
W i | Mean ove 
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„% UB 
Mean - ime, the filly croud the charm devour, 5 
Wide preſſing to the gate. Swift, on the knight 
He darted fierce, to drag him to his bower, 

Who backning ſhun'd his touch, for well he knew 


its power. 
ot XLIII. 


As in throng'd amphitheatre, of old, 

The wary * R-tiarius trap'd his foe; 

Even fo the knight, returning an him bold, 

At once involv'd him in the Net of Foe, 

Whereof I mention made not long ago, 

Inrag'd at firſt, he ſcorn'd fo weak a jail, 

And leapt, and flew, and flounced to and fro; 

But when he found that nothing could avail, 

He ſet him felly down, and gnaw'd his bitter nail. 

XLIV. v 

Alarm'd, th' inferior demons of the place 

Rais'd rueful ſhrieks and hideous yells around; 

Black ſtormy clouds deform'd the welkin's face, 

And from beneath was heard a wailing ſound, 

As of infernal ſprights in cavern bound; 

A ſolemn ſadneſs every Creature ſiruck, 

And light'nings flaſh'd, and horror rock'd the 
ground: * 25 : 

Huge crouds on crouds out-pour'd, with blemiſh'd 
look, | | 7 

As iſon time's laſt verge . of things had ſhook. 


Soon as the ſhort-liv'd tempeſt was yſpent, 
Steam'd from the jaws of vext Avernus' hole, 
And huſh'd the hubbub of the rabblement, 

Sir Induſtry the firſt calm moment ſtole. 

« 'Therc muſt, (he cry'd), amid fo vaſt a ſhoal, 
„ Be ſome who are not tainted at the heart, 

% Not poiſon'd quite by this ſame villain's bowl : 


A gladiator, who made uſe of a net, which he threw 
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«© Come then, my bard, thy heav'nly fire impart; 
Touch ſoul with ſoul, till fortk the latent ſpirit tart,” 


XLVI. 


The bard obey*d; and taking from his fide, 
Where it in ſeemly fort depending hung, 

His Britiſb harp, its ſpeaking ſtrings he try'd, 
The which with ſkilful touch he deffly ſtrung, 
Till tinkling in clear ſymphony they rung. 
Then, as he felt the mufes come along, 

Light o'er the chords his raptur'd hand he ſlung, 
And play'd a prelude to his riſing ſong ; 


The whilſt, like midnight mute, ten thouſands round 


him throng. 
| XLVII. 


Thus, ardent, burſt his ſtrain. 


8 4 Ye hapleſs race, 
4 Dire-lahouring here to ſmother reaſon's ray, 


„That lights our Maker's image in our face, 


c And gives us wide o'er earth unqueſtion*d ſway; 
4% What is th* ador'd Supreme Perfection, ſay ? 

4 What, but eternal never-reſting ſoul, 

« Almighty power, and all-directing day; 

« By whom each atom ſtirs, the planets roll; 


Who fills, ſurrounds, informs, and agitates the 


whole. | 


Come, to the beaming God your hearts unfold ! | 


« Draw from its fountain life! ?* is thence, 
66 alone, 5 
% We can excel. Up from unfeeling mold, 


„To ſeraphs burning round th' ALMIGHTY's 


& throne, | 
“ Life riſing ſtill on life, in higher tone, 
« Perfection forms, and with perfection bliſs, 
In uniyerſal nature this clear ſhewn, x 
| | % Not 


3 
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: Not needeth proof: To prove it were, I wis, 
"3 „ To prove the beauteous world excels the brute 
_adyls, 
XEIX. | 
« Ts rot the field, with lively culture green, | 
« A ſight more joyous than the dead morals ? 1 
& Do not. the ikies, with active ether Clean, 
« And fann'd by ſprightly Zephyrs, far ſurpaſs 
„The tout November foys, and flumbrous mats, 
& With which ſad Nature veils her drooping face? 
Does not the mountain-ſtream, as clear as glaſs, | 
„ Gny-dancing on, the putrid poot diſgrace ? 
d « The ſame in all oſt true, but chief in human race. ( 
L. | 
« Tt was not by vile loitering i in eaſe 
That Greece obtain'd the bjahites. palm of art; 
| & That ſoft yet ardent &thens learn'd to pleaſe, 
5 4% To keen the wit, and to ſublime the heart, 
eln all ſupreme! complete in every part! 
elt was not thence majeſtic Rome arole, 
& Aud o'cr the nations ihook her conquering dart. 
e For fluggara's brow the laurel never grows, 
& Renown 15 not the child of indolent repoſe. q 
e 1 
Re 4 Had unambitious mortals minded nought, . 
„ But in looſe joy their time to wear away; 
% Had they alone the lap of dalliance ſought, 
„ Pleas'd on her piilow their dull heads to lay, 
1 cc Rude Nature” s ſtate had been our ſtate to day 4 
e; © No cities cer their towery jronts had rais'd, 
« No arts had made us opuſent and gay; 
an With brother brutes the human 1ace had graz Us 
8 6 None e' er had ſoar'd to fame, none honour'd been, ; | 
none prais'd. 4 
LII. 1 
Great Homer's ſong had never fir'd the breaſt 
To thirſt of glory, and heroic deeds ; 
ot D d 2 6 Sweet 
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„Sweet Maro's muſe, ſunk in inglorious reſt, 


Had ſilent flept amid the Mincian reeds: 


The wits of modern times had told their beads, 


« And monkiſh legions been their only ſtrains; 
„Our Milton's Eden had lain wrapt in weeds, 
Our Shakeſpeare ſtroll'd, and laugh'd with 


« Warauick \wains, 


« Ne had my maſter Spencer charm*d his Mulla's 


- 


6 plains, 
| 9 ED 

„Dumb too had been the ſage hiſtoric muſe, 
And periſh'd all the ſons of ancient fame; 
Thoſe ſtarry lights of virtue, that diffuſe 

«© Thro' the dark depth of time their vivid flame, 
«© Had all been Joſt with ſuch as have no name. 


„Who then had ſcorn'd his eaſe for others? good? 


&«& Who then had toil'd rapacious men to tame? 
«© Who in the public breach devoted ſtood, 


-And for his country's cauſe been prodigal of blood? 


But ſhould to fame your hearts unfeeling be, 


„If right I read, you pleaſure all require: 

% Then hear how beſt may be obtain'd this fee, 

How beſt enjoy'd this Nature's wide deſire. 

© Toil, and be glad! let induſtry inſpire 

« Into your quicken'd limbs her buoyan: breath! 

& Who does not act is dead; abſorpt entire 

„In miry ſloth, no pride no joy he hath: 

O leaden-hearted men, bo be in love with death! 
g LV. | 

«© Ah! what avail the largeſt gifts of heaven, 

«© When drooping health and ſpirits go amiſs? 

« How taſteleſs then whatever can be given? 

„% Health is the vital principle of bliſs, _ 

« And exerciſe of health. In proof of this, 


 & Behold the wretch, who ſlugs his life away, 


Soon ſwallow' d in diſeaſe's lad abyſs; 


6 While 


66 
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4 While he whom toil has brac'd, or manly play, 
Has light as air each limb, each thought as clear as 


day. 
. LVI. 8 

« O who can ſpeak the vigorous joys of health! 
“% Unclogg'd the body, unobſcur'd the mind: 
«© The morning rites gay; with pleaſing ſtealth, 
« The temperate evening falls terene and kind. - 
“ In health the wiſer brutes true gladneſs find. 
& See ! how the younglings friſk along the meads, 
& As May mes on, and wakes the balmy wind; 
% Rampant with life, their joy all joy exceeds; 
Yet what but high-ſirung health this dancing plea- 

ſaunce breeds? | 

| LVII. 
„ But here, inſtead, is foſter'd every ill, 
Which or diſtemper'd minds or bodies know. 
% Come then, my kindred ſpirits! do not ſpill 
« Your talents here. This place is but a ſhew, 
e Whoſe charms delude you to the den of woe. 
«© Come, follow me, I will direct you right, 
« Where pleaſure's roſes, void of ſerpents, grow, 
“ Sincere as ſweet; come, follow this good knight, 
And you will bleſs. the day that brought him to 


y aur fight. : 
* LVIII. 


1 Some he will lead to courts, and ſome to camps; 
«© To ſenates ſome, and public ſage debates, 

« Where, by the ſolemn gleam of midnight-lamps, 
© The world is pois'd, and manag'd mighty ſtates; 
4 To high diſcovery ſome, that-new-creates 

« The face of earth; ſome to the thriving mart ;.- 
&« Some to the rural reign, and ſofter fates: 

« o the {ſweet muſes ſome, who raiſe the heart: 


* All glory ſhall be yours, all nature, and all art. 


117 
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| LIX. 


1 There are, I ſee, who liſten to my lay, 

Who wretched ſigh for virtue, but Nat. 

& All may be done, (methinks I hear them ſay) 
„Even death deſpis'd by generous actions fair; 
4% All, but for thoſe who to theſe bowers repair, 
Their every power diſſolv'd in luxury, 

« To quit of torpid fluggiſhneſs the lair, 

«© And from the powerful arms of floth get free, 
"Tis riſing from the dead—Alas !—It cannot be! 


LX. 


« Would you then learn to diſſipate the band 

% Ofthe huge threatening difficulties dire, 

cc That in the weak man's way like lions ſtand, 

« His ſoul appal, and damp his riſing fire? 

«© Reſolve, refolve, and to be men aſpire. 

4 Exert that nobleſt privilege, alone, 

« Here to mankind indulg*d : Controvl deſire: 

Let godlike reaſon, from her ſovereign throne 

Speak the commanding word, I goil and it is 
done. OY 


N LXI. , 


be 3 can you then thus waſte, in ſhameful 
wiſe, 

Four few important days of trial here! 

“ Heirs of eternity! yborn to riſe 

Through endleſs ſtates of being, ſtill more near 

To bliſs approaching, and perfection clear, 


„Can you renounce a fortune ſo ſublime, 


1 W glorious hopes, your backward ſteps to 
eer, = 
& Androll, with vileſt brutes, thro? mud and ſlime? 


„ No! no!—Your heaven-touch'd hearts diſdain 


the fordid crime!“ 


LXII. 
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% Enough! enough 1” they cry'd—ſtrait, from 


the croud, 
The better ſort on wings of tranſport fly: 
As when amid the lifeleſs ſummits proud 
Of pine eliſfs, where to the gelid ſky 
 Snows pil'd on ſnows in wintry torpor lie, 
The rays divine of vernal Pyæbus play; 
Th' awaken'd heaps, in ſtreamlets from on high, 
Rous'd into action, lively leap away, | 
Glad warbling thro? the vales, in their new Being 
| ay. , 
"MR LXIII. 
Not leſs the life, the vivid joy ſerene, 
That lighted up thefe-new-created men, 
Than that which wings th' exulting ſpirit clean, 
When, juſt deliver'd from his fleſnly den, 
It ſoaring ſeeks its native ſkies again: 
How light its eſſence ! how unclog'd its powers, 
Beyond the blazon of my mortal pen! 
Even ſo we glad forſook theſe ſinful howers, - 
Even ſuch enraptur*d life, ſuch energy was ours. 
But far the greater part, with rage inflam'd, 
Dire-mutter'd curſes, and blaſphem'd high Jove. 
« Ye ſons of hate! (they hitterly exclaim'd ) 
ce What brought you to this ſeat of peace and love? 
“ While with kind nature, here amid the grove, 
„We paſs'd the harmiefs ſabbath of our time, 
« What to diſturb it could, fell men, emove 
„ Your barbarous hearts? Is happineſs a crime? 
© Then do the fiends of hell rule in yon heavenTublime. 
| LXV. 


% Ye impious wretches, (quoth the knight in 


wrath) 
*« Your happineſs behold!ꝰ Then ſtraighta wand 


He wav'd, an anti magic power that hath, _ 
| Truth 
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Truth from illuſi ve falſehood to command. 
Sudden the landſcape ſinks on every hand: 


The pure quick ſtreams are marſhy puddles found; 


On baleful heaths the er all blacken'd ſtand; 
And, o'er the weedy toul abhorred ground, 


Snakes, adders, toads, each loathſome creature crawls 


around 8 
LXVI. 


And here and there, on trees by lightning ſcath'd, | 


Unhappy wights who loathed life yhung ; 

Or, in freſh gore and recent murder. bath'd, 

They weltering lay; or elſe, infuriate flung 

Into the gloomy flood, while ravens ſung 

The funeral dirge, they down the torrent roll'd : 

Thefe, by diſtemper'd blood to madneſs ſtung, 

Had doom'd themſelves ; . whence oft, when night 
controul'd- | | 


The world, returning hither their ſad ſpirits howl'd. 


X | LXVII. 
Mean-time 2 moving ſcene was open laid; 
That lazar-houſe, I whilom in my lay 
Depainted have, its horrors deep-diſplayed, 
And gave unnumber'd wretches to the day, 
Who toſſing there in ſqualid miſery lay. 
Soon as of ſacred light th? unwonted ſmile 
Pour'd on theſe living catacombs its ray, , 
Through the drear caverns ſtretching many a mile, 


* 


The ſick - up-rais'd their heads, and dropp'd their 


woes a-while- 
LXVIII. 


« O heaven! (they cry d) and do we once more ſce 
6 Von bleſſed ſun, and this green earth ſo fair ? 
« Are we from noiſome damps of peſt-houſe free 


% And drink our ſouls the ſweet ethereal air ? 
| 0 


os 


OFINDOLENCB 321 


&« O thou! or Knight, or God! who holdeſt there 
«« That fiend, oh keep him in eternal chains! 

«© But what for us, the children of deſpair, 

«« Brought to the brink of hell, what hope remains? 


| Repentance does itſelf but aggravate our pains.”? 


| LXIX. 
The gentle knight, who ſaw their rueful caſe, 
Let tell adown his filver beard ſome tears. 
<6. Certes (quoth he) it is not even in grace, 
6 undo the paſt, and eke your broken years: 


„ Nathleſs, to nobler worlds repentance rears, 
«© With humble hope, her eye: to her is given 


© A power the truly contrite heart that chears; 

& Shequellsthe brandby which the rocks are riven; 

She more than merely ſoftens, ſhe rejoices Heaven. 
LXX. 5 


„ Thenpatient bear the ſufferings you have earn'd, 


56 


. 


« And by theſe ſuſſerings purity the mind; 

Let wiſdom be by . miſconduct learn'd: 

«© Or pious die, with penitence reſign'd; 
in'd, 


«© And to a life mor nappy and re 


“ Doubt not, you ſhall, new creatures, yet ariſe, 
& Till then you may expect in me to. find 
One whowul wipe your ſorrow from your eyes, 
One who will ſoothe your pangs, and wing you to 
the ſkies,” | 
| LXXI. 


They ſilent heard, and pour'd their thanks in tears. 
« For you (reſum'd the knight with flerner tone) 


Fg 


« Wholehard dry hearts th. obduratedemon fears, 


That villain's gifts will coſt you many a groan; 


In dolorous manſion long you muſt bemoan 
« His fatal charms, and weep your ſtains away; 
& Til), ſoft and pure as infant goodneſs grown, 

«© You feel a perfect change: Then who can ſay, 
What grace may yet ſhine forth in heaven's eter- 


„ nal day} 
x LXXII. 
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LXXII. . 

This ſaid, his powerful wand he wav'd anew : 

Inſtant a glorious angel-train deſcends, 

The Charities, to wit, of roſy hue ; 

Sweet love their looks a gentle radiance lends, 

Ard with ſeraphic flame compaſſion blends. 

At onee, delighted, to their charge they fly ; 

When lo! a goodly hofpital aſcends ; 

In which they bade each lenient aid be nigh, 
That could the fick-bed ſmoothe of that ſad company. 

| LXXIII. = 

It was a worthy edifying fight, 

And grves to human kind peculiar grace, 

To fee kind hans attending day and night, 

With tender mmiſtry from place to place. 

Some prop the head; ſome from the palid face 

Wipe off the faint cold dews weak Nature ſhades; 

Soine reach . healing draught : The whilſt, co 

| chaſe | 

The fear ſupreme, around their foften'd beds, 

Some holy manby prayer all opening heaven diſpreads. 
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Attended by a glad acclaiming train, 

Of thoſe he reſcu'd had from gaping hell, 

I hen turn'd the knight; and, to his hall again 

Soft-pacing, ſought of peace the moſſy cell: 

Vet . his cheeks the gems of pity tell, 

Jo ſee the helpleſs wretches that remain'd, 

There left thro” delves and deſerts dire to yell; 

Amaz'd, their looks with pale diſmay were ſtain'd, 
And ſpreading wide their hands, they meek repent- 

ance feign'd.. | : 
| LXXV. 


But ah! their ſcorned day of grace was paſt: 
For (horrible to tell!) a deſert wild 

Before them ſtretch'd, bare comfortleſs, and vaſt; 

With gibbets, bones, and carcaſes defil'd. 
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There no trim field, nor lively culture ſmil'd ; 
Nor waving ſhade was ſeen, nor fountain fair ; 
But ſands abrupt on ſands lay looſely pil'd, 
Thro' which they floundering toiPd with painful 
care, | 
Whilſt Phæbus ſmote them ſore, and fir'd the cloud- 
leſs air, | 

8 | LXXVI. | 
Then, varying to a joyleſs land of bogs, 
The ſadden'd country a grey waſte appear'd; 
. Where nought but putrid ſtreams and noiſome fogs 
For ever hung on drizzly Auſter's beard; | 
Or elſe the ground by piercing Caurus ſear'd, 
Was jagg*d with froſt, or heap'd with glazed ſnow : 
bay 3-4 5459 extremes æ ceaſeleſs round they 

cer'd, 8 

By cruel fiends ſtill hurry'd to and fro, 
Gaunt Beggary and Scorn, with many hell-hounds 


moe. 
| LXXVII. 

The firſt was with baſe dunghill rags yclad, 

Tainting the gale, in which they flutter'd light; 

Of morbid hue his features, ſunk, and fad ; 

His hollow eyne ſhook forth a ſickly light; 

And o*er his lank jaw-bone, in piteous plight; 

His black rough beard was matted rank and vile; 

„ Direful to [ce ! an heart-appalling fight !”? 

Mean-time, foul ſcurf and blotches him defile : 

And dogs, where'er he went, ſtill barked all the while. 

LXXVIII. | 

The other was a fell deſpightful fiend :_ 

Hell holds none worſe in baleful bower below: 

By pride, and wit, and rage, and rancour, keen'd; 

Of man alike, if. good or bad, the foe ; 

With noſe up-turn'd, he always made a ſhew 

As if he ſmelt ſome nauſeous er his eye 

Was cold, and keen, like blaſt from boreal * ; 
» A 
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And taunts he caſlen forth moſt bitterly. 
Such were the twain that off drove this ungodly fry. 


LXXIX. | 

Even ſothro? Brentford town, a town of mud, 
An herd of brifly ſwine is prick'd along ; 

The filthy beaſts, that never chew the cud, 

Still grunt, and ſqueak, and ſing their troublous ſong, 
And oft they plunge themſelves the mire among: 
But ay the ruthleſs driver goads them on, 

And ay of barking dogs the bitter throng 
Makes them renew their unmelodious moan ; 


Ne ever find they reſt from their unreſting fonc. 
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